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«0 THE 


READER 


Courteous Reader, 


Have written to thee yow about the 
Barren Fig-tree, or how it will 
fare with the Fruitleſs profeflor 

that ji anaeth in the Vineyard of God, 

Of what Complexion thou art, I Cane 
aot certainly drvme ; but the Parable 
tells theethat the Cumber- ground muſt 


i 
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- OE Ccefl ATT, 


ef Cumber-ground Proſeſſor, 1s 
r9t oily a Provocation to God, ©: fum- 
vl:p- Block. tothe World, and 4c Ble- 
zall> to Religion 3 but a Snarc to his 
a7 Ser alſo, Thengh his Excellency 
A 2 1m9unt 


IV To the Reader, 
mount up tothe Heavens, and his Head 
reach unto the (louds ; yet be ſhall periſh 
for ever, like his own Dung ; they that 
have ſeen him ſhall ſay, Where is he > 
Job 20. 6. 

Now they cornt it Pleaſure to roit in 
the day-teme, » Pet. 2.15, I4. But 
what will they do when the Ax is fetch*d 
ont ? 

The Tree whoſe Fruit withereth, is 
reckoned a Tree without Fruit, a Tree 
twice dead, one that muſt be pluck*d up 
by the Roots, Jude 12. 

O thou Cumber-ground ! God ex- 
pects Fruit, God will come ſeeking Fruit 
ſhortly, 

e My Exhortation therefore is to Pro- 
feſſars, that they look to ut, that they take 
heed, 

The Barren Figs! 
yard, and the 3&3 
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To the Reader. V 
are bath prepared for the Fire. 

Profeſſion is not aCovyert to hide from 
the Eye of God , nor will it palliatethe 
revengeful Threatuig of his u(tice , be 
will command to cut it doyey ſhortly, 

The Church and a Proteſhon are 
the beſt of Places for the Upright, but 
the wort in the World for the Cumber- 
ground : He mu#t be caſt, as profane, 
out of the Mount of God; Caſt, 1 ſay, 
over the Wall of the Vineyard, thereto 
wether ; thence to be gathered and burned, 
It had been better tor them that they 
had not known the way of Kig hteoul- 
neſs, 2 Pet. 2,2 I. And yet ef they had 
not, they had been damned ; but it 1s 
better to go to hell without than in,or from 
wnder a Profeſſion: Thele ſhall receiye 
greater D2mnation, {Cxke 20. 47. 

If thou be a Profeſſor ,reaa and trem- 


. ble : Ifthoube Protane, do ſo likewiſe. 
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fd 6 To ihe Reader. 

For if the rightevus ſcarcely be ſay- 
ed, where ſhall the Uag vdly and 
Sinners appear * Cumber-ground, 
taks heed of the Ax; Barren Fig-tree, 
beware of the Fire, 

But [ will keep thee no louger ont of 
the Book, Chriſt Jeſus, the Dreſſer of 
the Vineyard, take care of thee, dig a- 
port thee, and dung thee, that thou mayſt 
pear Fruit : that when the Lord of the 
Vineyard cometh with his Ax to ſeek for 
Fruit, or pronozznce the Senteuce of 
damnation on the Barren Fig-tree, thou 
may*ſt eſcape that fudgement. The 
Cumber-ground muſt to the Wood- 
pile, and thence to the Fire, 


Farewel, 


Grace be with all them that loye our , 
Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, Ames, 


7.3 


The Barren Fiq-tre : 

, | O R, 

>, | The Doom and Downfall of the 
Fruitleſs Profeflor, 


of Luke 13,6, 7,8, 9. OD 
2 A certam Man had a Fig-tree planted in his 

Vineyard,and he came 0 ſought Fruit there- 
ſt 0,and found none. Then ſaid he to the Drej- 
he ſer of his Vineyard, Behold, theſe three years 
or 1 come ſeeking Fruit on this Fig-tree, and 
of find none : cut it down,why cumberetb it the 


ground ? and he anſwering, (aid, Lord, les 


2 it alone this Tear alſo, uniill T ſhall dig as 

he bout it, and dung it : and if it bear Fruit, 

d- well : and if not, then aftef that thou ſhalt 
cnt 1t down, 

el, 


| T the beginning of this Chapter 
ur » we read, how ſome of the Fews 
came to Jeſus Chrift, to tell 


him of the cruelty of Pontius 
Pilate, 1n mingling the Blood of the Galz- 
leans with their Sacrifiges. An Heathenyh 
A 4 and 
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: The Darren Fig-tree. 
aud prodigious Aﬀ : for thereinhe ſhewed, 
not only Ms Malice againſt the JewiſhN a- 
tion, but alſo againſt their Worſhip, and 
eoMvicauent!ly their Ged, An Adtion, - I 
lay, not only Heathentſh, but prodigious 
#/io; tor the Luid Jeſtis paraphrati:! up2n 
1's Fact of his, teacheth the Je ens, that 
;t:10ut "ain mce they fhould all liber iſe 
ith, Iibegije, that is, by the hand aud 
Ras of the Roman Empire : Neither 
Nievid they be more able to avoid tic 
Stroke, than were thoſe ezzhigen tp1n 79 
the T1,.er of Stloam fel, and flew them 
Luke 19.42, 42, 44+ -. The fulfilling of 
which Froph:cy,for their harancſs of heart, 
and Iinpcuteney, was 1n the days of Titz 
Son of Veſpaſtan, aleut fourty years aftcr 
the Death of Chriſt. Then, I ſy, wee 


p, 
theſe Jes, and their City >oth, ei viron: c 
round on cyery fide, wherein both they 


and 1t, to amazement, were miſerably over- 
thrown. God gave them Sword and Fa 
mine, Peftilence and Blood, for their out- 
rage againſt the Son of his Love : So 
Wrath came en them to theutterinoſt, 1 Theſl. 

2. I0. 
Now to prevent their old and fooliſh 
Salvo, 


. 
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The "Barren Fig-tree. 9 
Salvo, which they alwayes had in readineſs 
2g inſt ſuch Prophecies and Denunciations 
of Judgement,the Lord Jeſus preſents them 
with this Parable, in which he emphatically 
ſheivs then, that their Cry of being the 
Temple of the Lord, and of their being the 
Children of Abraham, &c. and their being 
the Church of God, it would not ſtand 
them in any ſtead, As who ſhould ſay, it 
may bc you tniuk to help your ſclves againſt 
this my Prophecy, of your utter and una- 
voidable Overthrow, by the Intereſt which 
you have in your outward Priviledges: But 
all theſe will fail y»y : For what think you ? 
4 certarn Man had a Fig-tree planted 7!: 
21s Yintjard, and he cane and ſought Fruil 
taereon, and found nme. This 1s your 
Ciſe, the Jewiſh Land is God's Vineyard, 
| know it; and I know aiſo, that you are the 
F1;-trees, But behold, there wanteth 
tne main thing, which is Fruit; for the 
iake, and in ExpeQation of which, he ſet 
this Vincyard with Trees Now ſceing the 
['ru1z 15 not tound amongſt you 3 the Fruit 
I tay, for the ſ;ke of which he did at firſt 
Plant this Vincyard 3 what remains, but 
tiiat in juſtice he command to cut you 
& £3 down, 
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10 The 'Garren Fig-tree. 
down, as thoſe that cumber the Ground, 
that he may plant himſelf another Vine- 
yard ? Then ſaid he to the Dreſſer of his 
Vineyard, Behold, theſe three Years I come 
jeeking Fruit on this Fig-tree, and find none 3 
cat it down,why cumbreth it the Ground? This 
therefore muſt be your End, although you 
Arc planted in the Garden of God ; for the 

Barrenneſs & untruitfulneſs of your Hearts 
and Lives, you muſk be cut off, yea, root- 
ed vp, and oaſt out of the Vineyard, 

In Parables there are two Things to be 

taken notice ef, and to be enquired 1nto of 
them that read. 


firft, The ?-tahors mate uſe of. 
S2condly, The Dofdrine,* or Ayres 
ccuched under tuch Metadiors. 


The Metapirs in this Parable arc ( 1 
A certain Man. (2. A Vineyard. (.) :! 
A Fiz-trec, barren or fruitiels. ( 4._) 
Dr-{c-r ( « e. ) Three Years. (6) Dig- , 
'D 
The 1)1"7rine Of > Myftery, couched under @ 
tnete words, is to ſhew us, What is like to þ 
become ©; @ Fruitleſs or Farinal Profeſſr. b 
For, 1. By 


The Barren Fig-tree. I 
1. By the Man in the Parable, ( Luk. 15, 
II. ) 15 meant God the Futher. 
2, By the Vineyard, C Ifaizh 5. 7. ) his 
Church. 
« 23, By the Fig-tyee, a Profeſſor. 
4. By the Dreſſer, the Lord Zeſus. 
1 s, By the Fiz-tree*s barrennclſs, the Pro- 
> feijſrr6s fruzteleſneſs. 
5 6. By the three Years, the Patience of 
; God that for a time he extendeth to barren 
Profeſſrs, 
© 7, This calling to the Drefler of the 
y Vineyard fo cut 2t down, 1s to ſheiv the Out- 
crtes of Juſtice again fruitleſs Profeſſors. 
2, The Dreſſers interceeding, 1s to ſheny, 
how the Lora Feſis ſteps ir, and tabes hold 
., of tre Head of his Father's AX, to ſtop, or 
at leaſt to defer preſent Execution on a 
barren F1z-trce. 
0 9, The Dreſſers deſire te try to make 
.) : the F:z-tree fruitful 15 to fhew you, How 
A - unwilling he is that ever a' barren Fiz-tree 
- ,. Tould yet be barren, and periſh. 

** 10, His digging about it, and dungitn 
dcr ®fit, 1s to fhew his willingneſs to apply SF 
eto pel-helps to this barren Profeſſr, if happily 
(Tr. he may be fruitful. 

By 


% 
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12 The 'Garren Jfig-free. 

11. The ſuppoſition that the F7-.tree 
may yet continue fruitleſs, 1s to ſhev, an 
when Chrift Jeſus hath done all, here ; 
jome Prefers will abide barren and uk. . 
{efs, 

12, The Determination upon this Sup- 
poſit 10n, at laſt to cut 1t down, s a certar 
eredi ion f ſuch ProfeſPrs unauvotdaable and 
#ternal Damnatim., 

But to tzke this Parable 1nto picces, and 
to dilcourſe more particularly, tho with 
ai] b/evity, upon all the parts thereaf. 


The Man, I told you, 1s to preſent fo 
vs God the Father, by which Szm2/2riide 
He its often ſet out in the New Teſta- 


TER 
#84 / T3 


O/jerve tl hen, that 1t 15 no new thing 
it vou 1d In God ts Church barren Fr. ;"Irees, 


| yitleſs "rofeffore; even as here you ſees; / 
Tree, a fra'tleſs Free, A iruitleſs Fig-tres uf 
tne viacy, rd, Fruit 15 not [5 eaſiſy brought | 


forth, :< a Profeſſion is zot into; "tis caſic! 
for x Hy to clothe himſelf with a fair ſheyy 
'n 


The Barren Fig:tree, 12 
in the Fleſh, to word it, and ſay, be thou 


-?warmed and filled with the belt. Tis n 


hard thing to do theſe with other iis; 
but to be fravful, to bring forth jrurt to 
God, this doth not every Trec ; no not 
every F1,-tree, that ſtands in the Vineyard 
of God, Thoſ: words alſo, 7ohbn 15. 2. 
| Every branch in me that beareth not Frutt, 
he tabeth away, ] aifert the ſame thing. 
There are branches in Chriſt, in Chriſt*s 
Body myſtical, ( which is his Church, h!s 
Vineyard ) that bcar not Fruit, wherefore 
the Rand of God 1s to take them away. 7 
loobed for Grares, and it brou/ht forth will 
Grapes, Halah 5. 4. that is, no Frum at all 
that was acccptible with God Again, 
Hj. 10. I, Ijrael 1s an empty Vine, ne 
brinzeth fo th jruzt unto h1:»ſelf, none to 
God ; he is without Fruit to God, All 
thele, with many more, ſhery us the truth 
of the O-teryation, and that God%s Church 
n ay be Cambcred with fruitleſs Fig- =LrceEs, 
v1th barren Profetfors., 


Had | Fig- tree. ] 


Although there be in God's Church that 
- be 


14 The Larren Fig-tree. 

be barren and fruitleſs; yet, as I ſaid, fo 
ſee to, they are like the reſt of the Trees, 
even a F:2-tree: Twas not an Oab, nora 
Willow, nor a T'ern, ner a B*amble, but 
a Fiz-tree. Ezek. 33. 31. They come before 
thee as the People cometh. Iſaiah $8. 2,3, 
4. They delizht to hnaw ny ways, as a Nation 
that did Rizhteouſneſs, and forſpoh not the 
Ordinances of their God, they ask of me the 
Ordinances of FuSice, they tahe delight in 
approaching to God , and yet but barren, 
fruitleſs, and unprofitable Profeſſors, 
Fudas alſo was ane of the twelve, a Diſci- 
ple, an Apoſtle, a Preacher, an Officer, yea, 
and ſych an one as none of the Eleven 1nif- 
truſted, but preferred before themſclyes, 
each one crying out, [s it 1? Is it I? Mar, 
14. 19. hone of them,as we read of, ( Job. 
5.70,) miſtruſting Zadas, yet he in Chriſt's 
Eye was the Parren Fiz-tre?, a Deyill, a 
Juitleſs profeſſor, The fooliſh Virgins al- 
io went forth of the World with the other, 
had Lamps, and Light, and were awaken- 
ed with the other ; yea, had boldneſsto go 
forth, when the midnight Cry was made, 
with the other ; and thought that they 
could have looked Chrift in the Face,when 
he 
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The Barren Fig-tree. Ig 
heſat upon the Throne of Judgement, with 
the other; and ye? but fooliſh, but barren 
Fig-trees, but fruitleſs Profeflors : Mat. 7. 
22, 23. Many, faith Chriſt, will ſay unto me 
in that day, this and that, and will alſo talk 
of many wonderful Works; yet, behold, 
he finds nothing in them, but the Fruzts 
of Unrighteouſncſs : they were altogether 
barren and fruitleſs Profeflors. 


Had a Fi;-tree | planted, }] 


This word [ planted J] doth alſo reach 
far 3 it ſuppoſeth one taken out of its natu- 
ral Soil, or removed from the place it grew 
.n once 3 one that icemcd to be called, 
iivakened 3 and not only fo, but by ſtrong 
hand carried. from the World to the Church; 
EFrem Nature, te Grace; From Sin, to God- 
lincſs. Pſal. 80. 8. Thu brovehte} a Vine 
cut of Egypt; thou didſt caſt out the Feg- 
then, and plant it, Of tome of the. Bran- 
ches of this Vine, were there unfruitful 
Profetiors. 

It muſt be concluded therefore, that this 
Profeiior C that remaineth notwithſtanding 
iruitleſs) is> as to the View and Judgement 

of 
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16 The 'Barren Fig-tree. 

of the Church, rizhtly brought 1n thither 3 
to wit, by Confcflion of Faith, of ſin, and a 
ſhew of Ropont anc! » and Regeneration, ( tnus 
falſe 0642) pk da In unawWarcs, ) Allthc le 
things this word plan'ed. intimateth 3 yea, 
further, thir rho Church is ſatished wit! 
them, conſents they ſhould abide in the 
Garden, and counts th them ſound as the 

eſt. But before God, in the tight of God, 
they are Id celc I Prof. {lors " barren ad 
ſruitlets Fii-trees, 

Therefore it is one thing to be IN 7he 
Church, or in a Profcilion 3 ”and another to 
be OF the Church, and to belong to that 
Kingdom, that is prepared for the $.int, 
thad is ſo indeed, Otherwiſe, bern- : Planted, 
ſpall it projper, ſhall 1 mt utterly wither, 
when the Eaft-wind toucheth it ? I: ſhall w1- 
ther in the Furrows where 1t grew, Ezck, 
£7.10: 


Had a Fiz-treetlanted in | his ] Vineyard, 


In | hx ] Vineyard, Hypocrites, with rot- 
ten hearts, arc not afraid to come b: fore 
God in Sion. Theſe wordsthercfore ſuggeſt 
vito us, a prodigious kind of Boldneſs and 

hardncd 


ſelf, and 15 called and reckoned now, 


The Barren Fig-tree. 17 
hardned fearle fneſs: For what preſumption 
higher, and what Attempt more d-<ſperate, 
than for a man tht wanteth Gr.:ce, and the 
true Knowledge of _ to croud hi:nfelf 
C 1n that Condition ) into the houte, or 
Church of God ; or to make Prot-(iton of, 
and defire that the Name of God | hould 
be called upon by him? 

For the Man that mak<th a Profetfion of 
the Religion of Jeſus Chrift,that man hath, 
as It were, fu the Name of God Dn him 
( how 
fraitleſs fo ever before God or M:n ) the 
Min that hath ts do with God, the Man 
that God own=th, and will ſtand for. This 
Man, Ifar, by his prof-ifion ſuggeiteth this 
to all that kao tim, to be ſuen a Profeffor. 
Men mcerly nitural, 1 mcan men that have 
not got the dov7l7 þ art of Hypzcrifie, are 
afraid to think of doing this. And of the 
reſf durit no um jon hiunke If to thein, but 
the Peyple magnifivd them, Ads. 5. 13, 
And indeed it diſpJeaſeth God 3 Tvzy have 
brouzht, ſaith he, Men uncircumciſed into 
my Sanituary, And again, ( Iſat. t, 12. ) 
Wien you come to appear before me, who 
hath required this at your han {, to tread ny 

Courts £ 
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E208 The Barren Fig-tree. 
| Courts? f{ith Tod They hivetherefore = 
l-arn'd this boldneſs of none 1n the yiſtble 
World, they only took it of the D-y1l ; for 
he, and he oaly C with theſe his Diſciples_) 
attempt to preſent themſ-lvesin the Church 
befure God. Tye Tares are the Children of |; 
the wiched One : The Taves, that 1s, the ' 
Hypocrites that arc Satan's Brood, the Ge- 
neration of Vipers, that cannot eſcape the 
| Damnation of Hell. 
| [ Had] a Fiz-tree planted in his Vineyard, 
| He doth not ſay, He planted 4 k1.-tree, 
| but there was 2 Fi;-tree there ; he had, or 
' found, a Fig-tree planted in his Vineyard. 
The Great God will not acknowledge the 
barren Fi:-tree, or barren Profeſlor, to be 
| 2# Workmanfhip, ora Tree of 64 bringing 
| 125 enly the Text ſaith, he had one there, 
j This is much like that in Matthew, Chap, 
| 15. 13. Every Plant which my heavenly F a- 
ther hath nat planted, ſhall be rooted up, Here 
again are plants in his Vineyard,which God 
will not acknowledge to be of his planting : 
and he ſecms to ſuggeſt, that in his Vine- 
yard are many ſuch z —Every Plant, or all 
thoſe Plants and Profeſſors thay are got _ 
tne 


The Barren Fig-free. I9 
the Aſſembly of the $5 1ats, or into thePro- 
feffioa of their Religion, without God and - 
his Grace, ſhall be raved ud, 

And when the Kin' came in t» ſee the 
GueSts, he ſaw there a Min that hal nt on 
a Weddin:-:1armen', and he ſaid un'9 him, 
Friend, hyw cameſt th in hither, not having 
on a Weddinz-garment * Matti. 22. Il, I2, 
Here is one ſo cunning and crafty, that he 
beguiled all the Gueſts; he got and kept in 
the Church, even untill the King himſelf 
came in to ſee the Gueſls, But his Subtility 
got him nothing 3 it did aot blind theeyes 
of the King z it did not pervert the Fudgement 
of 792 Rizhtems. Frignd, 1p cameſt thou in 
hither ? did oyertake him at laſt, eyen a 
pavlick Rejetion; the Ring diſcovered him 
in the Face of all there prevent. How cameſt 
tho in hither? My Father did not bring thee 
hither, [ did not bring thee hither, my ſpt- 
rit did not bring thee hither, thou art not 
of the Heavenly Fathers planting. 

John 10. 1, He that cometh not in by the 

Dor, but climbeth up ſome other Way, the 


ſame #s a Thief and a Robber. This text allo 


is full, and plain to our purpole 3 for this 


' Man came nt in by the Dow, yet got into 


the 
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the Church; he got in by climbing 3 he 
broke 1n at the W "indows, he got ſomething 
of the Light and Glory of the Goſpel 0 our 
Lord Feſt Crit in his Head 5 and fo 
C hardy Wretch that he was _ he preſum- 
ed to croud himſelf awong the Children, 
But how 1s this reſented ? What ſaith the 
" of him? Why this is his Sign, the ſame 
s a Thief and a Robber. See ye here alſo, if 
al ſuch be owned 4s the planting of Ged, 

that pet into his Church, or a Profcilion of 
ns Name 

Had a T7 had one without a We 
d1ng-a.rment ; had a Thick 1n is G. rden, 
at his Wedding g, in his houſe, Thete clun- 
bed un ſome other 1 way, There ate any 
w«ycs to g-t into the Church of Get, and 
Profeſſion of his Name belide, and without 
an entring by the Door. 

1. Thcre is the Way of Lying and Dij- 
ſemblinz, and at this Gap the 615e9tes got 
in 3 PFoſh. 9. 3, 4+ exc. 

2, Fhere is tometimes Fallenels amongſt 
ſome Paſtors, either for the ſake of carnal 
Relations. or the like ; at ihis Hole Tobiah 
the Enemy of God got in, Nehen!. 13. 4, 
52 0. 

3. There 


[ 
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2. There 18 ſometimes N->211:2nc2, and 
too much Uncircumſpeatnets 1 in i the whole 
Church ; thus the Ulncircumcited got 1n 
Etehs 44+ 7, 9+ 
4, Semetimes again, let the Church be 
never [1 clrcumſpect, yet theſe have fo much 
help from the Devil, that they beguitle them 
all, and ſo get in. Theſe are of that ſort of 
Thieyes that Paul co nplains of : Jalje Bre- 
thren brought in unawares, Gal, 2. 3, 4. 
Fude allo cries out of thele, Certain Men 
rept in unawares, Jude 4, Crept in | What, 
were they ſolowly ? A voluntary Humility, 
( Col. 2. 22, 23.) anegle&ing of the Body, 
not in any humoar. O how ſeemingly felt- 
denying are ſome of theſe creeping things, 
that yet are to be held ( as we ſhall know 
them _) an Abomination to [/-ae/, Lev.rr. 
45+ 44+ 
But 7 in # great Houſe, there are mt only Veſ- 
[s of Gold, and of Silver 3 3 but alſs of Wood), 


_ of Earth ; and ſome t9 Partly: to 


Diſhenour ; 2 Tim. 2. 20. By theſe Words 
the Apoſile ſeems to take it for granted, 
that as there hath been, ſo there ſtill wil 
: be, theſe kind of Fig-trees,theſe barren Pro- 
' feiſors ta the Houſe, when all Men have 
done 
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done what they can : Even as in a great 
Huſe there are alwayes Veſſels to Diſhonour, 
as well is thoſe to Honour and Glory ; Veſ- 
fels cf Word and of Earih, as well asof Sil- 
ver and Gold: ſfothen theremuſt be wooden 
Prefct{ors in the G.irden of God, there muſt 
be earthly, earthen Prof<ifors in his Vine- 
yard : but that methinks 1s the biting word, 
and ſoine to Diſnonour, That to the Romans 1s 
dreadful, { Rom. 0. 21, 22, _) but this 
ſeems to go beyond it. That ſpeaks but 
of the R-probate in general, but 7h of 
ſuch and luch in particular. That ſpeaks 
of their hardning but in the common way 3 
But th#,that they muſt bc ſuffered to creep 
into the Church ; there to fit themſelves for 
their Place, thcir own place, Acts 1. 35: 
The Place prepared for them of 7475 Sort 
only, As the Lord Jeſus ſaid once of the 
Phariſees, Tneſe ſhall recerve the greater 
Damnation, Luxe 20.47. 
Barren F1.- ree, truitleſs Profeilor, hail 
hou heard all theſe things ? Haſt thou cone 
fidered that tins F;z-tree 1s riot acknow- 
ledg.d of God to be his, but is denied to be 
= planting, and of his bringing unto 
his Wedding 2 Doſt not thou ire that 
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thou art called a Thief, and a Robber 3 that 
haſt either c//mb-d up to, or crept 1n at an- 
other place than the Door ? Doft thou not 
hear, that there will be in God's Houſe, 
worden and earthly Pr. feffors, and that no 
place will ſerve to fit thoſe for Hell, but 
the Houſe, Church, the Vineyard of God ! 
Barren F7iz-tree! fruitleſs Chriftian! do not 
thine Ears tingle ? 


And | He ] came and ſoaght Fruit thereon. 


— When a Man hath got a Profeſſion, and 
1s crouded into the Church and Houſe of 
God ; the Queſtion 1s not n9+, Has he life, 
hath he right Principles, but nath he Fruit? 
He came ſeeking Fruit; thereon. It matters 
not who brought thee 1n hither, whither 
God or the Devil, or thine own vain-gleri- 
ous heart ; But haſt thou Fruir ? Dofſt thou 
bring forth Fruit unto God ? And, let every 
oae that nameih the Name of the Lord fejus 
Chrift, depart from Tniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 19, 
He doth not ſsy,and let every one that hath 


- Grace, or let thoſe that have the Spirit of 


God ; but let every one that name:h the 
Name cf the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,depart from 
Tatquity, What 
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What Co Mer meddle with Religion for? 
Why d» they "calt' themſelyes by the Name 
of the Lord }: lus,if they haye not $ Grace 
of God,it they have not the Spiritot Chriſt? 
God therefire cxpedeth Fruit : Whatdo they 
do ia the Yincyard ? Let them Work, or 
&:t them out, the Vincyard muſt haye La- 
bowters 1u it: Son, £9 work to day in my 
Viievard, Mat. 21. 29. Wherefore, Want of” 
Grac?, and want of Spirit, will not keep 
7s trom ſecking Fruit : And he came and | 
jongne Frutr thereon, Luke 8. 8, He requi- } 

eth that which #2 ſcemeth to naye: every ft 
Min in the Vineyard, and Houſe of God, *; 
promiſeth hunſelf, profeſT: th to others, and 

vould have all Men take 14 for Erantcd, that 
an Heayenly Princivle is in him : Why then 
ſhould not God ſer:k Fruit ? 

As terthem therefore that will retain the 
Name of Chriſti:ns, fearing God, and yet 
mateno Conſcience of | bringing forth Fruit 
to him: He ſaith tact Away ) As for yat, TITÞ 
U2 ye, jerUEe every one 111 * Taodls 4 i id bere- hid 
afier alſo, if ye will not el n to me, KcNof ; 
Ezck, 20, 39. Barren F2z;-'ree, doit thouſſ7,, 
hear ? Goa expecteth Fruit, God calls forfz,, 
vruitz yea, God will ſhortly come jeeking P14 

Fruith a1 


F 
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Fruit on this barren Fig-tree, Barren Fig- 
tree! either bear Fruit, or go out of the 
Vigeyard, ( and yet then thy Caſe will be 
unſpeakably damnable. ) Yea, letme add; 

If thou ſhalt neither bear fruit, nor depart, 

; God will tabe his Name out of thy Mouth , 
Jer. 44. 26. He will have Fruit. And I ſay 
further, if thou wilt do neither, yet God in 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs will ſtill come tor 
Fruit. And it will be 1n vain for thee to 

count this Auferity : He will reap where he 

" hath not ſnwed, and gather where he hath not 

Y  ſtrewed, Matthew 25. 24, 25, 26. Barren 

, F1z-tree, doſt thou hear ? 


it Q. What, if a Man hath no Grace? 
MN 4. Yes, ſecing he hath « Profeſſion. 


And he came and ſought Fruit (thereon, ) 


uit? A Charch then, and a Profeſſion, are not 
8 Places where the Workers of Io1quity may 
/e-Bhide themſelves and Sins from Ged. Some 
<cYof old thought,that beeauſe they could cry, 
ou 1 he Temple? of the Lord, the Temple of the 
YOIRL1d that therefore tney were delivercd,or 
ing [1:0 1 BPiſpenſation to do the Abominations 
Wi ach they committed z as ſome in our 


| B days, 
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days. For, who ( fay they ) have a right 
to the Creatures if not Chriftians, 1f not 
Profeſſors, if not Church-members? And 
from this Conclution, let £0 the Reins of - 
theirinordinate Aﬀfcftions after Pride, Am- 
bition, Gluttony. yamperins themſelves with- 
out Fear, Jude 12, Daubing themſelves  , 
with the Luſt-provooking Fathions of the |; 
Times; to walk with ftretch-d-out Necks, 
naked Breaſts, frizled Fore-tops 3 wanton ., | 
Geſtures, in gorgeous Apparel, mix d with , 
Gald and Pearl, ad coſtly Array, | willnot ( 
here make [aſp.&ion 1ato their Lives, their + 
Cirriages at ho.ne, in their Corners, and : £, 
ſceret Holes: But certainly Periens thus ſpt- * 5. 
rited,thus principled and thus inclined, haye 1, 
but empty boughs, Boughs that want the mn 
Fruit that Ged expetts, and that God will |, 
come down to ſcck. hi 
Barren Fiz-tree, thou art not licenfed by {4 
thy Profeſſion, nor by the Lord of the Yine- 2, 
yard, to bear theſe Cluſters of Game r.4h : no; 
neither ſhall the Yincyard, nor thy beingſtthe 
croudea4 among the [rees there, ſhelter theeHnc 
from the Sight of the Eye of God, Manyl +» 
make Religion their C/54%, and Clift theirfe;, 
Stalking-/je, and! by that Means coverÞ.; 
themfelycs, and hide their own wickedneſs he ; 


fromy 
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from men : but God jeeth their hearts, hath 
his print upon the heels of their feet, and 

; pondercth all their goings: And at laſt, 
when their Injquity is found to be hateful, 
he will either ſmite them with hardaeſs of 
heart, and ſo leave them, or awaken them 

\ to bring forth fruit, Fruit he looks for, 

*  ſeeksand expecs, barren Fig-tree! 

l But what Come into the preſence of 

1 - God to fin? What, come inta the preſence 

1 of God ro hide thy Sin? Alas Man / the 

t Church 1s Gods Garden, and Chriſt Jeſus 1s 

r  thegreat Apoſtle and High-Prieſt ofour pro- 

a feffion. What, come into the Heuſe that 

i-  15called by my Name ! 1ntg the plsce where 

'© mine Honour dywelleth/ P/al, 25.8. where 

1 'mine Eyes and Heart are continually / 

ut Kings 9. 3. What, come there to fin, to 

hide thy fin, to cloak thy fin / His Plants 
bY are an Orchard with pleaſant fruit, "Cant. 

\c- 31, 13, 14, 15+ And every time he gocth 

/ : Into his Garden, it is to ſee the fruits of 

:nglthe V.lley; and to fee if the Vine flouriſh, 

necKind if the Pomegranates bud. 

any Yca,{aith he, He came ſcebin? fruit on this 

\ellFF;-!ree, Tic Church 1s the Plice of Gods 

vcl'Delight, where he ever defircs ta be; there 

neb he is Night and Day. Hc is there to ſeck for 
on B 2 {ruit 
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Fruit, to ſeek for Fruit of all and every 
Tree in the Garden. Wherefore afſure thy 
(elf, O fruitleſs One, that thy Ways muſt 
neess be open before the Eyes of the Lord, 
One bl a Sheep 15 foon cſpied, although in 
compalty with many; 7bat is taken with the 
firſt ceft of the Lyc; its diff-reat Colour (till  * 
betrays it. I ſay, therefore, a Ghurch and a . 
Profecffion arc not Places where the Workers | 
of Iniquity may hide themſ-lyes from Tod, 4 
that ſecks for Fruit; My Vineyard, ſaith © 
God, which is mine, is before me, Cand, 8. . 
I 2. i 
And he came and ſought Fruit thereon, | and 1 
found none. | LF, 


Barren Fig-tree, hearken 3 The comtinual Bf 
mon-bearing of Fruit, is a dreadful Sign that VP 
thou art to came to a dreadful End, as the $"« 
winding up of this Par ale concludeth. 

And found none. ] None at all, or ne to 
God's likiag : Fer when he ſaith, /7e cam 

ſeekinz Fruit thereon, he means Fruit mee 
for God, ( Heb, 5. ) pleaſant Fruit, Fra! 
good and fiyect. | 

Alis, it is not any Fruit will ſerve ; bad] 


Fruit is counted none, Every Tree tha 
bringeti 
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brinzeth not forth good Fruit, 1Shewen down, 
and caſt into the Fire, Matth, 34, 10, 

rt, There 15 a Fruit among Profefſors that 
withers, and ſo neyer comes to be ripe; a 

' Fruit that 1s /m7zren 1n the Growth, and 
comes not to Maturity, and this is reckoned 
no Fruit, This Fruit thoſe Profeſſors bear, 
that have many fair Beginnings, or Bloſſoms ; 

| that make many fair Offers of Repentance 

| anc Amendment ; that begin to pray, to 

* "reſolve, and to break off tneir Sins by Righ- 

> tcouſneſs; but ſtop at thoſe Beginnings,and 

brings no Fruiz forth to Peyfedron. This 
\Man's Fruit is withered, wrinkled, ſmitten 

d Fruit, and 1s in effe(t no Fruit at all, 

} 2. There 15an haſty Fruit, ſuch as is the 
Corn upon the Houſe-top, Pſal. 129. or that 

a} d\hich ſprings up on the Dunghil, that runs 

,.f #Þ ſuddenly, violently, with great Stalks, 

he $19 big ſhe, and yet at laſt proyes emptyof 

ernel, This Fruit is tobe found in thoſe 
rotellors, that on a ſudden arc fo awaken- 
£d, ſo cenvinced,and ſo affcted with their 
ondition, that they fhake the whole Fa- 
ily, the End-ſhip, the whele town. For 
while they cry haſtily, vehemently, dole- 
plly,mournfully; and yet all is but a Pang, 
Agony, a Fit,they bring not forth Fruit 
B 3 with 


\ 
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with Patience. Theſe arecalled thoſe haſty | 
iruits, that ſhall be as a fading flower, 
Iſaiah : 28. 4 

"Flt 4 ere 15a fruit that 1s wwe, and 7/l- ; 
taſted, Jer. 24, how lepg ſo cverit bein ® 
Srowing 3 tie Root s dricd, and cannot © 
convey a ſuiſkeiency ot 5p to the Branches + 
to ripen the fruit, Tacſe are the fruit of 
ſuch Proteſiors, whoſz hart 15 eftranged 
from Communion witi: the Holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe Iruit growcth {70m themſelves, from ! ; 
their ab S Gift ty Strength of wit, Natural | 
or mori Prineiples, Thelc,nots, :thitanding 
they eve forth fruit, are called empty; t 
Vines, fuch as bring not forth fruit to Ged,* t 

Their root 1s dried 4p, they ſhall bear m3 © 
fruts 5 ye.!, though they bring 6 'b, yet will" 
T ſlay, eve : the beloved fruit of their Womb. 
Hol. 9. 16. a. 

4. There 1s a fruit that 15 Wild ; T look 46, 
ed for Grapes, and it brought forth Wildo 
grapes, Iſa, 5. 4. I obſerye, that as ther® 
zre Trees and Herbs that are wholly rig 
and noble, fit indeed for the Vineyard 
So there arc alſo their Semblance, buy wild 
not Right, but Ignoble, There 1s & 
grape, and the wild grape ; the Vine, a 
the wild Vine; the Roſe, and the can 

R'Y 
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' '\ Roſe; fhwers,and wild flwers; the Apple, 
; : and the wild 4pile, which we c:ll the Crab. 

Now fruit from theſe wild things, how- 
- 4 ever they may pleaſe the Children to play 
n© with, yet the prudent and grave count them 
it © of little or no Value. There are alfo 
es* 1n the World a Generation of Profeſlors, 
of that notwithſtanding thcir Proteſſjon, are 
-4 wild by Naturez yea, ſuch as were never 
ſt, cut ou?,” or off, from the wild Olive-tree, 
"m1 | mdT never yet planted into the good Olives 
ral free. Now theſe can bring nothing forth, 
ng but wild Olive Berries, they cannot 
;ptys bring forth fruit un'o G17, Such are all 
od." thoſe that have lightly taken up*aProfeſſi- 
* n13 On, and crept into the Vir yard without a 
will4 pew Birth, and the bleſſing of Regeneration, 
mb.4 $. There 1s alſo untimely fruit z Even 

as a fig:tree caſteth her untimely figs, Rev, 
20þ46- 13. fruit out of Scaſon, and ſo no fruit 
71160 Gods liking. 


her® 
rigs There are two ſorts of Profciſors ſubje& 
ard to bring forth untimely fruit. 


wild 


Firs, They that bring torth (CC fruit ) 
Þ 


too ſoon. 
, ay Secondly, They that bring forth ( fruit } 
nh!'# too late, 
Rf B 4 Firs» 


| 
2 
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"71ſt, thev that oY forth too ſoon, 
They are ſuch as at preſent receive the 
Word with oy; and anon, before they 
have Root downwards, they thruſt forth up- - 
wards 3 3 but having nr 189/, when the Skn ; 


ariſeth they are [175/27 and mailcradly die | 
without Fruit. -Thout: Protelfors arc thofe 
light and inconfidorite ics, tnat think no- 


thing but Peace. will att:ad re olpel ; 
and lo anon rejoioe at tie Tidings, with- 
_— ucrauas Jn te Evil: Wherefore when 


rudy is b2 that heareth the Wor d, cad andy | 
2th jay rectiveihit; yet hath he nat root mn 
binmjelf, but dureth fir a while: For when 
Tribulation 1 Perſecution arijſeth becauſe of the, g 
Word, by and by he is off:nded, Matth. 13. 20, 
2t, There is 1a 7ja!a/ 23, mention made of 
{ome, 1 wy Glorious Beau! 'y ſhall be a fadin; | 
Flower, Iſiah. 28.4. Becauſe it is fruit beſor 
Summer, Bath theſe are untimely fruit, 
Gen ty, They alſo bring forth untime: & 
ly Fruit, that ſtay till the Seaſon is overd p 
God will have hx Fruit in hs Scaſon ; 


ſxy, he will reccive them of ſuch men a3 


fhal. 4 
; 


2 


YA tco0 late, 
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ſhall render them to him in Thezy Seaſons, 
Matth. 21. 41. The mailing of the Seaſon 1s 
dangerous, ſtaying till the Door 1s ſhut is 
dangerous, Mat. 25.10,11. Many there be 
that come not ti]! the flood of Gods anger 1s 
ratſed, and too deep for them to wade thro: : 
Surely in the Floods of ereat Waters, they ſhall 
not come nizh unte him, Pſal. 32.6. Efaus 
| afterwayd | 15 fearfull: For ye know how 
that afterward when he would have inherited 
the BleſSing, te was rejefed ; for he found no 
place of Repentance, though be Jought it care- 
fully with tears,, Heb. 12, 16, 17+ 

So the Children of 7ae/, they brought 
to God the Fruits of Obedience too late 3 


; their Lo, we be here, ( Numb. 14. 40, 41, 


42._) came too late ; Their, We will 20 up, 
c2ine too late : the Lord had ſworn before, 
vV.:3,30, That they ſhould nos poſſeſs the Land. 


'* All theſe are ſach as bring forth untimely 


Fruit, Heb.12,17, Luk 13.25,26,27, It 
is the hard hap of the Reprobate, to do all 


-"þ things too late ; to be ſenſible of his want 


of Grace too late; to be ſorry for ſin too 
late 3 to feek Repentance too late; to ask 
tor Mercy, and to deſire to go to Glory 


B 5 I» Thus 
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1. Thus you ſce that Fruit ſmitten 3n the 
#rowth, that withereth, and that comes not 
to maturity, 7s no Frutt, 

2. That ha$y Fruit, ſuch as the Corn up- 
| - on the Houſe-top, Plal. 129. 6. withereth al- 
| do aforeit oroweth up, and is no Fruit, 
| 3. That the Fruit that is vile and 7/{-ta- 
| fted, is no Frutt, 
| 4. That wild Fruit, wild Grapes, Rey. + 
| 6. are no Frutt, , 
| s. That untimely Fruit, ſuch as comes ; 
foo ſoon, or that comes roo /aie 3 ſuch as 
come not 1n therr Seaſon, are ny Frutt. 


wwe. wo 


Awd be care and ſouzht Fruits thereon, and | | 
I 
þ found! none. iy 


Noting will do but Fruit, Matth.21.34. | tl 
Fe lorked } ar Tapes 3 when the time of 
Fruit drew 1necr , he {ent his Servants to the | 
Hits6andinen that they might receive the Fruzt Att 


ef 7t, un 
| - = »! 
| Queſt, But what Fruit doth God ex-2 


| Anſwer, Good Fruit. Every Tree that 
i brinzeth wt jorth good frust, 7s hewen down, 
| Matth, 7.19, Now before the Fruit can be! 
good, the Trec wult be good, for good 
| Frunt { 
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Fruit makes not a good Tree, but a good 
Tree bringeth forth 09d rags” Da Men 24« 
ther Grapes of Tins, or Figs of Thiſtles ? 
A Man wuſl be good, elſe he can bring forth 
no gocd Fr uit 3 he muſt have Righteouſs 
L neſs inputed, that he may ſtand Tood | In 
| Ged's ſight from the curſe of his Law. 
| He muſt haye a Principlc of Righteoulnets 
+ in his Soui, clſe how ſhould he bring forth 
. 

\ 


geod rruits ? and hence 1t is, that a Chrt- 
itian's Fruits arc calied, Gal. «s, 2 22, - 4 
the fruit of the Spiri'; and t he fratts of Righ 
teouſneſs, which are by Fefrrs Chriſt, Phil. x. 
" 11. The Fruits of the Tvirit, therctore 
4 {1 the Spirit muſt be there - the Fruits of 
: ih Rignteou iſnes, therefore Righteouſneſs muſk 
ir be there. But to particularize in a few 
| things orieily, 
| 3 Frirf, God cxpcatcth Fruit that will an- 
he «nd and be worthy of that Reportongs 
13; Yenou feignelk thy [cif to have. Every one 
Yn a Proiciſton, and that hath crouded into 
xj tne Vineyard, pretendeth to Repentance: now 
Of cycry ſuch Soul God expeceth that the 
'ruts of Repentance be found to attend 
nem : Matth, : 2. Ve Bring forth Kr 1iits there= 
Fore meet for Repertance, cr an{werable to 
Jy proictiion of the Doftrine - of Repen- 
: tance. 
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tance, Barren Fi--tree, lecing theu art a 
Profeſſor, and got into the Vineyard ; thou 
ſtandeſt be fore the Lord of the Vineyard, 
as once of the Trees of the Gartdcn : where- 
fore He looketh for Fruit from t62e,4s from 
the rf of the Trees 1n the Vineyard ; 
Fruits, 1 fay, and ſuc/ as may deelare thee 
in Yeart and Life, one that hath made 
iound Protection of + jg gon By thy 
Pr CEO thou haſt ſaid, 1 am ſenſible of 
thy Z ub Now «Hal n, live ſuch a 
2l1res _— thou art ſenſible of 
Tvil or Sin, By thy Pr ofefſton thou 
h2tt fiid, I wm ſorry | F my fin + Why then, 


26 


, 


ive inch a Life as may deel: Ire Tis S1rrow. 
By thy | Prefcffion thou haft faid, 'T am a- 
f 19144 05 2: y Sn. Pal. 3%, 13, yea,b utitye 


ch a Life, that Men by that may /ce thy 
(hams for fm, rebicee [ 9. Ba Profcilion 
thou ſiveſt, 7 have turned from, left off, 

arm becyine an prod to every appeari,nce 0 
evil, 1 Thcfl. 5. 2: An but both th 
Life and Converſztion declare thee to bel : 


ueh an one ? Tabe heed, barren F::-treeffl 
left the Lay fiould ive thy Profeſion theſh 32 
Eie. I ſay again, Take heed, for Godfl f- 
punſclf will come for Fruits And he fouznry 
Fruit therein! ” © 


Pd 
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You have ſome Profetſors, that are only 
Saints before men, when they are abroad, 
but are Devils and V'pers at home ; Saints 
by Profeſſion,but Devils by pradtice ; Saints 
in Word, but Sinners in heart and Life. 
Theſe men may have the Profeſſion, but they 
want the Fruzts that became Repentance, 
Barren Fiz-tree! Can it be imagined 
that thoſe that paint themſelves,did eyer re- 
peat of their Pride 2? or that thoſe that pur- 
ſue this World, did ever repent of their C9- 
wetouſneſs ? ? or that thoſe that walk with 
panton Eyes, did eyer repent of vicir fleſbly 
Luſt ! Where, barren 7 E7;- f1 ec ,15 the Fruit 


not rather decl:re to o the v 'orld, that ho 
Pave repented of thetr Profefn ? Their 
Fruits look as if they h ad, Their Pride 
ſaith, they have repented of their Humil7- 
ty : Their Covetovjneſs declareth,that tney 
are weary of depending 1p! God and doth 
not eh y wanton Aftions ea are, that thou 
ablprreſt Chaftity ? Where is thy Frutt, 

barten Fii-tree ! Repratance 1s not only 
a forro'y, aid a ſhame fe Tr, but a turning 
from Sin to God, Heb. 5. it 15 called Reper- 
tance from de ad worbs.Haſt thou that Godly 
Sorraw that worketh Repentance to Salvatis 


0, 
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on, not to be repented of * 2 Cor, 7. 10. IT. 
How doſt thcu ſhew thy carcfulneſs, and | 
clearing of thy ſelf; thy indignation againſt * | 
Sin; tiy fear of offending ; thy vehement 
defire to walk with God 3 thy zeal for his 
Name, and Glory in the World ? and what 
reveng haſt thou in thy Heart againft every 
tnought of Difobedicnce ! 

But where is the Fruit of this Repen- 
tance? Where is thy Watching, thy Fa- 
fting, thy Praying againſt the remainders of 
Corrupt'c 


n ? Where 1sthy Self-abhorrence 3 
thy bluſking befere Ged, for the Sin that 5s 
yet behind ? where is thy tendcrneſsof the 
| Namc of God and his Ways ? Where 1s thy 
| Self-denial and Contentment? How Gdoft 
| 


24 eos rn HSE ee 


thou ſhew before Men the truth of thy /urn- 
| ins to God? Haſt thou renounced the hid- 
| den things of diſhonefly, not walking in craf- 
' tfineſs? 2 Cor. 4. 2\ Canſt thou commend 
| thy ſeif to Every Manfs Conſcience 1n the f1g9t | 
f of God Ly . 7 


And he ſouzht Fruit thereen, | 


| Secondly, God expedein Fruits that ſhall 
anſwer thai Faith which t 914 mabejt Projeſ- | 
ſion ofs The profcilor that 15 got into the 3 
Vincyard # 
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\ Vineyard of God, doth teign that he hath 
b the Faith, the Faith 1m98t hely, tne Faith of 
God's Ele, Ah! But where arc thy fruits, 
barren big-tree? thz faith of the Romatis 
was (porlen of thraughwt the while World, 
Rom. 1. 8, and the Theſſaloni ans faith grew 
exceedingly, 2 Theſl. 1.3. 

Thou profeſſeſt to believe thou haſt a 
ſhare in anther Worlc ; Haft thou let go 
this,Burren Fig-trece ? Thou profci (Teſt thou 
believeſt in Chrif > 15 he thy joy, and the 
Life of thy Szal? Yea, what conformity 
unto Him, or his Scrrows and Suiferings | f 
what reſemblance hath his Crying, and 
| Groaning, and Bleeding, and Dying, 

wrought 1n thee? dott thou bear about In 
4 thy Bc ay the thing of the Lord Jeſus: and 
7; all) the Life of Fejus made manijes in y 
mortal Body ? 2 Cor. 4. 10, Is Barren nz 
tree, Shew me tf 14 ark D oy ty Wai bs. Show 


> Saas hg © » 


8 out of 2 g6raConverſui ion thy works with ineek= 
s nels of Wiſda! Jt, Jam. 2. >. 18. C F 3. 13s 
| What fru, " Barren g-trce, what de- 


a of 11: addin. is! % y faith purifies 
the Heart, Af. 15. 9. What love to the 
Lord jcſus ? for faith worketh by Love, Gal. 
- 

Thirdly, Gd expedts fruits, according to 
the 
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the Seaſons of Grace thou art under,accerd- 
ing to the rain that cometh upon thee.Perhaps 
thou art planted 1n a good Soil, by great 
Waters, that thou mighteſt bring forth 
Branches, and bear Fruit 5 that thou might- 
eft be a goodly Vine cr Fig-tree : ſhal he 
not therct cre ſeck f for Fruit, for Fruit an: 
ſwerable to the Means * Barren Fig-tree, God 
expedts it, 2 nd will find 1t too, if ever He 
bleſs thee, For /he Exrth which drinks 1n the 
rain tnat cories off upon 4 , and brin2 jethj orth 
heybs meet for 11 oy whom it 1s areſſed, ve- 
cf hgh, 1 ers 1G od: but that which beareth 


{ing. whoſe end is t9 be 4 buy — Heb. 6. 7, 2. 
Barren Sou! / How many. ſhowers of 
Grace, how many dews from Heayen, how 
many times aye the filver Streams of the 
City of God, ran - 141z by thy roots, to 


cauſe thee to bring forth Fruits 2 Theſe & 
Showers and Streams, and the Drops that Þ 
hang upon thy Boughs, will all be account-/3 
cd for; and will they not teſtiftte againſt Z 


thee, that thou oughteſt of right 7o be burn- 
ed ? Hear, and tremble, O thou barren Pro- 
feſſor / Fruits that become thy profeſſion 6 
the Gofvel, the God of Heaven expedeth, 


The Goſpel hath in it the Forgiveneſs off 
910S,} 
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Sins, the Riczdom of Heaven, and eternal 
Life: But what Fruit hath my, Profel fion of 
a belief of the (2 things put forth in thy 
Heart and Life? Hiſt thou given thy je!f to 
the Lord 3 ind is all that t 199 haft_ to be 
yertured for his Name in this Worid? Doſt 
thou walk lixe one that 's 29.1Fh1t with a 
price, even 2 price of precinus = 21d 2 

Faurthly, The Fr uit that Sod exp<Rteth 
1s ſueh as is mee: for him lf, Fruit that 
| may glorify God : God's Trees are Trees 
" Þ of Righteouſneſs, the planting of the LO RD, 
? Nl that he may be glrifned; Frait that taltesh 
” | of Heaven, abundance of ſuch Fruit ; For 
| herein, ſaith Chriſt, 7s my Father 2117120, 
E that ye bring forth much Frxi', John Ig. 
| 8. Fruits of ll kinds, N-» and 014; the 
a | Fruits of the Spirit arc i1 «7 5o1dnejs, and 
5  Rizhteouſn: fs, andTirut), Fruits before the 
<0 World, Frutts before ! the Saints, Fruits be- 
# fore God, Fruits betore Angels. 
S O, my Brethren, Wiat manner of Perſons 
YG 049ht wet be; who have ſubſcribed to the 
Lord,and have called our ſclycs by theName 
of Iſrael ? One ſhall ſay, IT am the Lord's ; 
and anether fball call himjelf by the Name of 
Jacob z and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his 


q and unto the Loyd, and ſirname himſelf by 
the 


—- "0 
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the Name of Iſrael, Ta. 44.5 Barren fig- 
tree, haſt thou (45/crib2d, hiſt thou called thy 
ſelf bv the Name of Facoh? and fir».-9d 
thy ſelf by the Name of [frae/? All this 
thou preterd-ſt to, who art got into the 
Vineyard, who are pliced amongſt the 
Trees of the G:rden of God + God dot! 
therefore look for ſuch fruit as 165 worthy 
of his Nare, as 15 meet for Him; as the 
Apoſtle faith,We fold walk worthy of God 

that is, ſo as we may mt: 217 in every place, 
th14t the preſenc e of God is with us, his 
fear 71 us, and Ins Mijeſty and Authority 
upan our A.tins. Fruns meet for him, 
ſuch a dependarce upon hiur, ſuch truſt 
in his VVord, ſuch CatisfaQion in his 
Preſcnce, ſuch a truftiug of him with all 
my Coticeraments, and fic) delight in the 
gry of him, that may Z-monitrate 
that his frar us mn my arts that my Soul 
15 Vi awd up in his Thi: and that my 
Body, and Soul, and Eſtes, and all, arcin 
Truth, through his Grace, . at tis Diſpoſe. 
Fruits meet for him : Hearty Thanks, and 
bleſsing God for Jeſus Chriit, for his good 
V Vord, for his free Grace, fc p diſcovery of 
himfelf in Chriſt to the Soul, lecret long- 
ing after another V Yorld. Fruit meet for him, 


Liberality | F 


DO 
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Liberality to the Poor Saints, to the poor 
Vverld; lite, in V Vord and Decd <xcme 
plary : a patient t and quiet enduring of all 
things, till ! have done and ſuffcred the 
whole VVill of God, which he hath ap- 
pointed for me. Tha: on the 2994 ground 
are they, whic?) in an het an 1,914 Heart, 
having hear d tho MW); 'd, i DE i. and bring 
forth ſruis with Fati, nce, Luke 8. 15. This 


is bringing forth fruit unto God 3; Have 
in; Our Fraie unto) Holineſs, and our End 
everlaſting 1 je, Rom. 7. 4. & $5. 22, & 


4.8. 

Fiſthly, the Lord expedts fruit 5econ.mng 
the Vineyard of God, The Vineyard, ſaith 
he, Iſa. 5. 1, 1s a very fruitful Hill ; Wite 
neſs the fruit brought forth in al/ Aves : 
The moſt barren trees that ever grey in the 
VVood of this V Verld, whenplanted 1n this 
Vineyard by the G:d of fleaven, what fruit 
to God-yard havenhey brought forth ? Abel 
offer:d to Ged a more excellent Sacrifice, 
Heb. 1t. 4. Enoch walked with God three 
hundred years, verſl. 5. Noah, by his Life 
of faith, condemned the World, and became 
Heir of = Righteouſneſs PIC ts by Jaith, 
yerl. 7. Abraham /#f; his Country, and went 


1m, } 9ut after Goa, net knowing whither he went, 


YT 
J 


verſ, 
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verſ, 9. Moſes left n Kingd om, and ran the 
hazard of the Wrath of the Kinz, for the 
Love he had fo God and Cirifh, What 
ſhall I fay of them who had Trials, not ac- 
cepting Deliverazce, that they might obtain 
a better Reſurreion ? Heb. 11. 35, 36. 
37. They were ſhed, they were ſuwn aſun- 
der; were tempied, were flain w'h the 
Sword : They wand by abou in Sheep-shins 

and Grat-sbins, bein: aeFicy **, Aifiited, tor- 
meniea. Peter left his Father, Ship and 
Nets, Mat. 4. 18, 19, Paul turned of 
f-om the Feet of Gzmaliel, Men brought 
thcir Soods and Pofleſsions © the price of 
them ) andcall it down at the Apoſilecs 
"ay Afts 19. 18, 1c, 20. and others 
brought their Books together, and burnt 
them, curi9us Boks, though they were 
worth Fitty thouſand picces af Silver, I 
could add, how many willingly offered 
themſelves in all Ages; and their zll, for 
the worthy, Name of the Lord Jeſus, to be 
rack*d, ſtarved, hanged, burred, drown- 
ed, pulled in Picces, and a thoutand Crx- 
lamities, Barren Fig-tree, the Vincyard of 
God hath been a fruitful Place, what doft 
thou there ? what doſt thou bear ? God ex- 
pes Fruit according to, or becoming th 
Soil of the Vineyard, S!xtÞly, 


_ 5 | 
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Sixthly, The Fruit which God expedt- 


; eth is ſuch as becometh God's Husbandry 


and Labour, The Vineyard, 1s God's Hus- 
bandry, or Tillaze. 1 am the Vine, ſaith 
Chriſt, 79ohn 15.1, and my Father ts the 
Husbana-man, And zgain, 1 Cr. 3+ 9. 


'T- are Gods Husbandrs, ve are Gods build- 
| inz. The Vineyard, God fences it, God 
| gathereth out the ſtones, God builds the 


Tower and the Wine-preſs in the midſt 
therest. Here is Labour, here 1s Prote&ti- 
on, here 15s remoring of Hindrances, here 
1s convenicnt Purgation, and all, that there 
mizht be Fruit. 

Barren Fi;-tree, what Fruit haſt thoy 2? 


| haft thou fruit becoming the Care of God, 


the ProteGtion of God, the Wiſdom of God, 
the Patience and Husbandry of God? It is 
the fruit of the Vincyard, that is either the 
ſhame or the Praiſe of the Husbandman, I 
went by the field of the ſloathſul, ſaith S9- 
lomon, and by the Vineyard of the Man void 
of Underſtandin; ; and lo, it was grown over 
with Thornes, and Nettles had covered the 
ace thereof, - Prov. 24. 30, 31, 32. 

Barren F1i;-tree | If men ſhould make a 
Judgement of the Care, and Pains, and La- 


$ bour of God in his Church, by the fruit 


that 
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that thou briugeſt forth, wnat might they 
ſay, Is he not {iothful, 1s he not carelcts, 15 
he not without diſcretion © O thy Tharnes, 
thy Net'les, thy Barren Heart, and Barren 
Life, are a contiaual provocation to the 
cyes of his Glory, as likewile a diſhonogr 
to the glory of his Grace, 

Barren fi-:iree, haſt thou heard all theic 
tings? 1 will add yet one more. 


And' he came and ſought fruit thereon, ) 


Thc Queſtion 15 not now, What thou 
thinkeſt of thy ſelf, nor what all the People 
of God think of thee + but hat thou t:alt Þ 4 
be found in that day, when God ſhall ſearch 
thy Boughs fer fruit. When Sodom was to 
be ſearched for Righteous Men, {50d would 
not, in that matter, truſt ls faithful Ser- 
yaut Abrabain ; but ſtill as 4A5ruham inter-J he 
cceded, God anſu ered, If I jd jifi y, or for ry Tl 
and troe the-e, I will nor deſtroy the Ci'y, Gen. 
18. 20, 21, 26, 27. Barren fig-tree, whatÞR. 
fayeſt thou : God will come down to ſee, 
God will make ſcarch for frum hunſclf, 

And he came and ſouzht frutt thereon, andf-#! 
found E none. ) Itenfaid hs to the Dreſſer offiÞ3: 
the Vineyard, Behold, theſe three Tears Far 
con 9» 
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cI/ne ſeehin h frutt 6/ this fi z;ree, and tind nan? 
Cut it d1wn, why cuinbereth it the :raund 2 
Theſe Words are the cifc& of Gods 
ſearc 1 1ato the Boughs of a barren 117: ree; 
He ſought fruit, and found nane, none to 
his Itxiing,, nz pleaſant and good. Theres 
fore, fff, he conipiains of tne want thereof 
. | to the Drefler, calls him to come and ſge, 
and take notice of the Treez then fignift- 
cfh [iis pleature, he will have it removed, 
taken away, cut down from camberiug the 
Ground, 
" Obſerv. The barren f13- tree is the Obj-& 
le | of Gods diſpleaſure, God cannot bear with 
1t Na fruitleſs Profetlor. 


ch 

to C Then _) {aid he, gc. 

z1d | | | 

.-x-| Tren, after this provocation ; then, after 


er-Shc had ſought, and found no fruit, then. 
31g} his word ( then |) doth ſhew us a kind 
en. $of an inward diſquietneſs : as he ſaith alſo 
hatÞR another place, upon a like provocation, 
eff ven the anger of the Lord, and his jealouſte, 
wall ſrmoke azainſt that man, and all the 
and nurſes that are written in this boab (hall lie 
1 ob Din 3 and the Lord ſhall blar out! his 
Wanie from under Heaven, Dcut, 29. 18, 
Then 
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Th:n;, Tt intimateth that he was now | 
coine to a point, to a reſolution what to do 
w:th this F3g-tree. Then ſatd he to the Dreſ- 
ſer of this Vineyard, that 1s, to Jeſus Chriſt, 
Behold; as much as to ſay, come hither, 
here 15a Fig-tree in my Vineyard,here is a 
Protelior in my Church, that 1s barree, that 
beareth no Fruit, 

Obſerve, However the barren Profeflor 
thinks of himſelt on Earth, the Lord cries If 
out in heaven againſt him, 7.5. 5. And Js 
now £0 to, I witl tell you what I will do to 
my Vineyard; I will take away the hedge 
thereof, and it ſhall beeatenup, and Twill 
breab down the wall thereof, and it (hall be 
troaden down. | 


Behold, theſe three years I come ſeeking 
Fruit, (Fc 


Obſerve Theſe three years, God cries outfm 
that his patience is abuſed, that his forbea 
rance isabuſed : Bchold, theſe three years 

| have waited, forborn;theſe three years I hav 
h deferred mine anger Therefore 1 will fret 
j eur ins hand againſt thee, and deftroy thee, I an 
| weary with repentinzy Jer. 15. 6, [ta 
Theſe three years, ' Obſerve, God lays | 
ct] 
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, | eth up all the time ; I lay, a remembrance 
» | of all the time, that a barren Frz-tree, of a 
= F fruitleſs Profcfſor miſpendeth in this World. 
As he ſaith alſo of Ira! of old, forty years 
r, Long was I grieved with this generation, Plal, 
2 © 95+ IO» | 

it & Theſe three years, KC, 

Theſe three ſeaſons; Obſerv, God re- 
or members how many Seaſons thou haſt miſ- 
es Ipent : For theſe three years lignific ſo many 
nd (Seaſons, And when the time of Frutt drew 
tg $nizh, that is, about the Seaſon they begin 
{-e to be ripe, or that accerding to the ſeaſon 
3/1 night ſo have beeti. Barren Fiz-tree, thou 
/ beaſt had Time, Seaſons, Sermons, Mini- 

ters, Aﬀidtions, Judgements, Mercies, and 
vhat not ? and yet haſt no been fruitful : 
"ing hou haſt had Avakenings, Reproofs, 
Tnreatnings, Coiuforts, and yet haſt not 
cen fruitful: Thou haft had Pateras, Ex- 
 outfÞmples, Citations, Provocations, - and yet 
beao/! not been jrutiful, Well, God hath laid 
ars BP thy three years with himſelf. He re- 
hav@Þ<mbcrs every Time, every Seaſon, every 
vercſermon, every Miniſter, Afiiftion, Judge- 
I anſÞ<at, Mercy, awakemug Patern, Example, 
itation, Provocation, he remembers all : 
lays he ſaid of Jraet of old, They have temp- 
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Fed ime theſe ten times, and have not hearkben- 
ed to my Voice Num. 1 [4- 22. . And aguin, 
T remenmn! - all aetr Wickeanefs, Hol. 7. 2. 


Theje taree Tears, $3, 


He ſeeks tor the fruitofteyery ſeaſon + He 
will not that any cf his Sermons, Miniſters, 
Afflitions, Judge me or Mercics ſhould be 
loft, or ftand for inſignificant things ; he 
will haye accordin; to rhe Beneht bejtoped, 
a'Chron. 32, 24, 23, Exel. 14. 23. He hath 
not done without a Cauſe all that he hath 
done, and therefore he looketh for fruit : 
Look to it, barren Fiz-tree. 


I came | ſecking ] Fruit, 


Obſerv, This word C ſeekin; ) ſignifies 
a narrow ſearch : for when a man ſzebs for 
fruit on a Tree, he gocs round it aud round 
it: now looking into this Bough, and then 
into that ; he peeps iato the in voſt B2ugith, 
and the lowermolt Boughs, 1t perhaps fruit 
may be thereo!. . 

Barren Fi:-!tree, God will look into alt: 

| with thee 11 thy 


/ 
© 
I j* 

» 8 


+ 


— 


'f10s 

for 
undh: 
Ach 


-"{Ecrah, of the 
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5&1 
thy Family- fraits, thy Conyerla- 
tion, fruits, to ſec if there be any among all 
theſe thatare fis for, or wor! hy of the name 


| Fruits, 


of the God of Heaven. He jees what the 

Children of Tſracl do inthe dare, Eten, 2.12. 
All thinzs are open unta the Eyes of him with 
whom we have to fo, Heb, 4. 12, 13+ 


Seeking Fruit on C this ) F:: 


I told you before,that he keeps in remem- 
brance the times and Seaſons that the bar- 
ren Profcflor had wickedly miſpent, Now, 
foraſmuch as he alſo pointeth out the Fiz-tree, 
This Fis-tree 5 1t ſheweth that the barren 
Profeſſor. above all Profeflors, is a continual 
Odium wm the Eyes of God, This Ft:-tree, 
this Man Contah, Jer. 22. 28. This People 
draw nigh to me with their mouth, but have 
remoyed their hearts far from me. God 
knows who they are among all' the Thous 

:nds of Tirael, that are vic barren and 
Iraitiets Profeſſors 3 his Lot will fall upon 
nc Head of 4chan, though he be hid among 
x hundred thouf (and Nen. And 52 prourht 
"1s Hofhilds Zan U) Man ; and Ackan the 
"mn of Carmi, the ſan of Zabdi, the Son of 
Trice of Judah, was ta'on, 


= F ab 
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Joſh. 7, 17,18, This is the Achan, this is | 
the Fig-trec, this is the barren Profeſſor. 

There is a Man hath aa hundred Trees in 
his Vineyard, and at the time of the Seaſon 
he walketh into his Vineyard to ſee how the 
Trees flouriſh: and as he gozs, and views, 
and prics, and obſerves how tncy arc hanged 
with fruit ; b=ho[d, he comes to one where 
he figdeth nought but Leavy:s.Now he makes 
a ſtand, looks up31 it agaia and againz he 
looks alſo here aud there, aboye and below: 
and if after all this ſecking, be finds nothing 
but Leaves thereon ; then he begins to caſt 
18 his mind, hoiv he may kaow this Tree 
next year, what ſtands next it, or how far” 
"tis off the hedge ; but if there be nothing 
there that may be as a Mark to know it by, 
then he takes his Hook, and giveth it a pri- 
vate Mark, ( And the Loder a Mark upon 
Cain, Gen, 4. ) ſaying, Go thy wayes, 
fruitleſs Fig-trec, Th hat ſpent this Seaſon 
in Vain. 

Yet doth he not cut it down,TI will try it 
another ycar 3 tuay be this was not a /!t/ing 
Seaſon. Therefore he comes again next 
year to ſec if now 1t haye fruit; but as he 
found 1t before, ſo he finds it now, barren, 


barren, eycry year barren 3 he looks again, 
but 


s | 
b 
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but finds no fruit. Now he begins to have 


q ſecond Thoughts : Hew ! neither hit laſt 


year, nor this. Surcly the Barrenneſs 15 not 
In the ſeaſon, ſurcly the fault is in the Tree, 
However I will ſpare it this year alſo, but 
will give it a ſecond Mark : and it may be, 
he teucheth it with a hot Iron, becauſe he 
begins to be angry. 

Well, at the third ſeaſon he comes again 
for fruit, but the third year is like the firſt 
and ſecond, no Fruityet ; it only cumbereth 
the Ground, What noiv muſt be done with 
this Fig-tree * Why, The Lord will lop his 
Bouzhs with Terror, yea, the Thickets of 


thoſe Profciſors 17 bh Iron. I have waited, 


ſaith God, theſe three Tears ; I have miſſed 
of Fruit theſe three Tears : It hath been a 
umber-ground' theſe three Tears,cut it down, 
Precept had been upon Precept, and Line 
pon Line, one Year after auother ; for 
heſe three Tears, but no Fruit can be ſeen; 
ftiad nonc, fetch out the Ax: I am ſvre 
Mis is the Fig-tree, 1 know it from the firſt 
car, Barrenneſs was its Sign then, Barren- 
e/s 18 its Sign now, make it fit for the Fire. 
epold, the Ax u laid io the Rot of the Trees; 
ery Tree therefore that brinzeth not forth good 
rutt, is bewen down, and cat into the Fire, 
latth,3.10, C 3 Obſerve, 
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Objerve, my Brethren, Gods Heart can- 
 (tand towards a barren Fiz-tree, You | 


No! 
kno 
hiy 
"4 ® 


thus it 1s with your ſelves: If you 
2 4 Trec 11 your Orchard, or Vineyard, 
tnzt doth only cumber the Ground, you Catt- } 
ret lagi upon that Tree with Picature, with 
Compleacency and Delignt : No, if you do 
Luy £9 by it,if you do but caft your Eye up- 
eititz yez, if you do but think of that 
Tree,you' threaten it 1n your Heart, f:ying, 
1 will hew thee down ſhorily;, T will-i9 the fare 
with thee jſhorily. And 1t 1s In vain for any 
to think of perſnaditig of you to lhew Fa 
your to the barren Fiz-iree: and if they 
ſhould'pertwade, your anſwer 15 irreſiſtible, 
It yeilds tne no Proj 1 it takes up room, 
and doth no good, a better may grow 1n 
its room: 


Cut tt down. 


Thus v.hea the Godly among the Jew: 
(7*r. 14+ 17.) made prayers,that rebellieu 
Iſrael might nat be caſt out of the Vine 
yard, what ſaith the Anſwer of God ? Jerg. 
I5. I. Thitgh Moſes and Samuel Rood bt if 
fore me, yet could no: my Mind be toward 3 

thi 
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1; | this People; wherefore cat them out of my 
zu R Preſence, and let thoin 29 forth, 

ul What a Reſolution is here ? Moſes and 
d,Y Sa7:u2l could do almoſt any thing with God 
n-J in Prayer. How many times did Moſes by 
th} Prayer tura away God's Judgements from 
dof even Pharaoh himſclf? Yea, how many 
p-þ times did he by Prayer preſerve Iſrael, when 
1ath in the Wilderneſs, ( P/al. 106. 23, ) from 
1g, the Anger and Wrath of God? Samuel 1s 
fre} reckoned-excellent this way, yea ſo excel- 
,nyÞ} lent, that when 7/-ae/ had Cone that fearful 
Fa4 Thing, as to roje& the Lord, and chuſe 
ney] them another Ring, C1 Sam.12.) he prays 
Dle,f} <d, and the Lod fparcd, and forgave them. 
om But yet neither Moſes nor Samuel can ſave & 
r inf} #arren Fi;-tree, No, though Moſes and 
Samuel ſtood before me, that is, pleading, 
arguing, interceeding, ſupplicating, and 
beſeceching, yet could they not tacline 
mince Heart to this People : 


ew: 
[161 
/1ne IF : 
Jerf Ah,but Lord it i>a Fig-tree : a Fig-tree / 
j bai f It was & Torn, or a Bramble, or a Thiſte, 
rife Matter would not be much ; but it 1s 
+ #13-trez, or a Vine; Well, but mark the 
C 4 Anſiver 


Cut it down. 
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| Anſwer of Gof, Ezek. 15. 2, 3. Son of men, 
what i the Vine-tree more than any Tree, or | 
than a Branch that is among the Trees of the | 
Forreſt ? Shall Wood be taken thereof to do any 


Wort? or will Men take a Pin thereef, to 
han; any Veſſ-l thereon? If Trees that arc 
ſet, or planted for fruit, bring not forth that 
fruit, there is betwixt them and the Trees 
of tke Forreſt, n» Betterment at all ; unleſs 
the Betturmeat lycth in the Trees of the 
Woed,for they are fit to build withal : but 
a Fi;-rree, er a Vine, if they bring net forth 
frutt, yea good fruit, they are fit for no- 
thing at all, but to be cut down, and pre-|j 
pared for the fire. And fo the Pronher ocs 


wÞSÞli4i.cti-* 


on, otmuu!” is caſt inro the fire for fewel : if : 
it ſerve not for fruit, it will ſerve for fewel ; ||. 
and ſo the fre devoureth both the ends of 1t, ff 
and the middle of it s burnt. 
Ay, but theſe Fig-trees and Vines are : 
Church-Members, Inhabitants of Zeruſalem, 
So was the Fjg-trec mentioned 1a the Text ; 
but what anlwer hath God prepared forfſ 
theſe Objections ? VVhy, ver. 6, 7. Thus 4 
ſaith the Lord God, ' as the Vine-tree among, 
the Trees of the Forreft, which T have given t 
the fire jor fewel ; ſo will I give the Inhabirſ, 
tan;s of Jerufalem. And I will jet my facefy 
again 
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azaint them, they ſhall go from one fire, and 


n k 

fo another fire ſhall devour thrm. 
he | h 

ny Cut 18 down. 


wg The Woman that delighteth in her Gar- 
at den, 1 ſhe have a lip there, ſuppole ( if it 
es wasfruitful ) ſhe would not take five Pounds 
fs for it 3 yer if it bear no fruit, if 1t wither, 
hef| and dwindle, and die, and turn cumber- 
wth ground only, 7t may net ſtand in her Garden. 
-th | Gardens and Vineyards are places for fruit, 
10-| for fruit accordigg to the Nature of the 
| Plant or Flowers. Suppoſe ſuch a ſlip as I 
told you of before, ſhould be in your Gar- 
"1 den, and there dic ; would you letitabide 

if in your Garden ? No, away with it, away 
with it, The Woman cemeth info her 
FI} Garden towards the Spring, where firſt ſhe 
gives it a {light Caſt with her Eye; then 
fhe ſects to gathering out the VVeeds, and 
"BNetrles, and Stoncs; takes a Beſom and 
weeps the Walks: this done, ſhe falls to 
prying into her Herbs and Slips, to ſee if 
hey live, to ſee if they are likely to grow : 
Now, if the comes to one that is dead,that 
cis confident will not grow, vp ſhe pulls 
"Bt, and makcs to the Heap of Rubbiſh with 

C 5; it, 
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it, where fhe deſpiſingly caſts it down,and 
valucthit no more than a Ne#zle, or a Weed, 
er than the Duft ſhe hath ſwept out of her 
Walks. Yea, if any that ſee her ſhould ſay, 
Why do you ſs ? the Anſwer 1s ready, Tis 
dead,'tis dead at root: IfT had let it ſtand, 
'trould but have eumbered the Ground, Ze 
ftranze Slips ( and alfo the dead ones _) they 
wult be a Heap in the Day of Grief, and of 
Zolverate Sorrow, Ia, 17. 10, LN. 


Cut it down. 


There be two manner of Cuttings down: 

Fir} , When a man 25 caſt out of the 
Vineyard. 

S-condly, When a Mah 1s caſt out of the 
Weorig. 

Eir5}, When a Man is caft out of the 
Vineyard : And that is done two waycs. 

1. By an uninediate Hand of God. 

2. By the Churchcs due Execution of the 
Laws and Cenſures which Chrit for that 
purpoſe hath left with his Church, 

Firft, God cuts down the barren Fig-tree 
by an iminediate Hend, ſwiting his Roots, 
blaſting his Branches, and ſo takes him a 
way trom among his People. Every Branch 
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ſaith Chriſt, that beareth not Fruit m me, he 


(my Father ) tabeth away, John 15. 2, He 
takxeth him out of the Church, he taketh 
him away from the Godly, Therc are two 


things by which Gad taketh the barren pro- 


feſſor from among the Children of God. 
Firlt, &Y. roMg Deluſ1ns. 
Iccondiy, 0; ent Profun 1#ls. 
rf, BY frron 4 Deluſi +31 FP {uch 25 bee 
_- the Soul vith damnadle Dodrines , 
that ſwerve {rom Fiith and Godlineſs 3 11a. 
65. 3,4, They þ ve chaſe their own Ways, faith 
God, and their Soul delighteth 7n thelr Ahge 
minalio T aljo wil chuſe their  Deſuſront, 
and will bring their Fears upon them. Twill 
ſmite them Sith Blindneſs, and Hardneſs of 
Heart, and Failing of Eycs, and will alſo 
ſuffer the Ten: ptcr to tewpt and effe& his 
hell:ih Defignes _ them ; 2 Thefl.2.16, 
11. 12. God nil (« « them ſtrong Delifions, 
that they may believe a Lie ; 3 that they all may 
be damned 1/52 be/jeve not the Truth, but bad 
pleajire in Unrizhteouſneſs, 
Secondly , Sorrtimes God takes ' away 
a Barren Profeflor by open Profaneneſfs. 
There 1s one hath taker ya a Profeſſion of 
that worthy Name, he Lord Feſus Chriſt 3 
but this Projeſlion 1s bus a Cloak, he ſecretly 


praGiteth 
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praQtiſeth Wickedneſs: He 1s a Glutfon, a 
Drunkard,or Covetous, or Unclean. Well, 
{.,ith God, I will looſe the Reins of this Pre. 
feſſor, 1 vill give him upto bs 12e Aﬀecti- 
ens, I will leoſe the Reins of his Luſts before 
him, he ſhall be entangled with his beaſtly 
Luft, he ſhall be overcome of ungodly com: 
pany. Thus they that tura afide to their own 
crooked Ways ; Pal. 125. 5. The Lord (hall 
lead them f-+th with the Werbers of I iqui'y, 
This 1s God's Hand immediately ; God is 
now dealing with this Man himſelf. Barren 
Fi;-!ree, hearken, thou art croudcd into a 
Profeſlion, art got among the Godly, and 
there.art a Scand<1 to the holy atid glorious 
Goſpel ; - but withal ſo cunning, that like 
the Sons of Zerviah, thou art too hard for 
the Church ; ſhe knows not how to deal 
with thee. Wcll,ſzith God, I will deal with 
that Min wy ſelf ;'Ezek. 14. 7, 8. Twill 
anſz er that Man by my ſelf : he that ſcts up 
his Idols in his heart, and puts the Qture- 
bling-Block of his Iniquity before his Face, 
and yct comes, and appcars before me; 
will ſet my Face azainſt /hat Man, and will 
make kim a Sign and a Proverb; and I will 
cut him off from the midſt of my People ; and 
Je ſhall know that 1 am the Lord. 

Buf, 
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But, Secondly, God doth ſometimes cut 
down the Barren Fi -tree by the Church, by 
the Churches due Execution of the Laws 
and Cenſures, which Chriſt for that Purpoſe 
hath left with his Church. This is the 
Meaning of that in Mat, 18, 1 Cor. 5, and 
that in 1 T7. 1. 20. upon which now I 
hall not enl:rge, But which Way ſocyey 
God dealcth with thee, O rhou Barren F1z- 
tree, whither by himſelf immediatly, or 
by his Church, it amounts to one and the 
lame. For if timely Repentance prevent 
not, The End of that Soul is Damnation. 
They are blafted, and withered, and g:ther- 
ed by mcn, God's Encmies; and at laſt 
bcing caſt into the Fire, burning muft be 
their End. That which beareth Briars and 
Thorns, #s nigh unto curſing, whoſe End us to 
be burned, Heb, 6, 8. " 

And again, ſometimes by cut 7t down, 
God means,caft it out of the World : Thus 
he cut down Nadab and A4b7hu, when he 
burned them up with Fire from Heaven , 
Numb. 16.31, 32, 33. Thus he cut down 
Cerah, Dathan, and Abiram, when he made 
tl? Earth toſwallow them up, Thus he cut 
down Saul, -1 Sam, 31, 4. when he gave him 
up to ſall upon the edge of his own Sword, - 
died. 
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died. Thus he cur down Ananias with Saphi- 
ra his wife, When he ſlruch thein down dead 
in the nidit of the Conzrezation, AQts 5, 
Io. I wight here alſo diſcourſe of A5ſalem, 
Ah1topt | and Fudas, who were all three 
hanged : ; the firſt by Gods revenging hand, 
the other were S1VCN up of God to be their 
own Exccationcrs. Theſe were barren 
2nd unprofitable F7;-/rees.ſuch as God took 
no _ Hn- 1n, therefore he commanded 70 
t them gown. The Pſalmiſt ſaith, P/al, 53. 
By He feall take them away &s with a Whirl- 
wind, both Itving, and in 2s Wrath. 

Barren Fi;-tree, hearken 3 God calls for 
the Ax, his Sword, bring it hither, here 1s 
a barren Profctlor, Cut 71n down, Why cunts 
vereth he the Grouna / 


* Why cumbereth it tre Ground, 


By theſe words the Lord ſuggefteth Ree- 
ſons of his Diſplcaſure againſt the barren 
Fi::lree 5 it cyimbereth the Ground, The 
Holy Gho!t doth not only take an Argument 
from its Burreneſs, but becauſe it is a Cums 

er=eround, thereiore cut it dorinz wheres 
fore it muſk necds be a ij rovecation. 

I, Becauſe as mych as 18 him lieth, he 

diſappointerh 
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diſappointeth the Delign of God in planting 
his Vineyard : I looved that it ſhould bring 
forth fruit . 

2. It hath alſo abuſed his Patience, his 
Long-ſuffering, 41s three years Patience, 

2. It hath alſo abuſed his Labour, his 
Pains, his Care, and Providenee of Prote@i« 
on and Preſcryation : for he hedges his 
Vineyard, and walls 1t about. Gumber- 
ground, all theſe t1n2s thou abuſeſt. He waters 
his Vineyard, and looks to 1t Night and * 
Day, but all theſe things taou haſt abuſed. 

Further; there are other Reafons of 
Gods Diſplealure : As, 

Firſt, A Cumber-zround is a very Mock 
and R proach to R-ligion, a Mock and rCs 
proacit to the ways ot God,to the People of 
God, to the Word of Go4,and to the name 
of Re i1sion. It 1s expet -d of all hands, that 
ail the Trees in the Garden of God ſhould 
be Fuitful ; Goa expets Fruit, the Church 
expedts Fevit. , the world, eyen the World 
conclude thit Profcilors /hould be fruztful in 
good Wirks ;, 1 ſay, the very World expett- 
eth that Profeſſors ſnould be better than 
theraſelves : But, barren Fiz-tree, thou dile 
appointeft all : Nay, haſt thou not learned 
the wicked ones thy Ways? Haſt thou not 
learned 
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learned them to be more wicked by thy 
Example, / but that's by the by : _) Barren 
F1;-tree, thou haſt diſappointed others, and 
muſt be diſappointed thy Self. Cut it down, 
why cumbereth it the Ground ? 

Secondly, The Barren Fig-tree tabes up the 
Room where a better Tree mi. ht ſtand ; I ſay, 
it takes up the Room, it keeps, ſo long as 
it ſtands where it doth, a fruitful Trec out 
of that Place, and therefore 1t muſt be cut 
down. Barren Fis-tree, Doſt thou hear ? 
Beeauſc the Jews ſtood fruitleſs in the Vine- 
yard ; therefore, ſaid God, Mat. 21.33, 
41, The Kingdom of Heaven ſhall be taken 
from you, and ſhall be gruen t0 a Nation that 
ſhall render him their Fruits in their Seafen. 
The 7ew-s for their Barrenneſs were cut down, 
and more fruitful People put in their room. 
As Samuel alſo faid to barren Saul, 1 San. 
IS. 28, The Lord hath rent the Kinzdem 
. from thee, and hath given it to thy Neighbour 
that is better than thou. The unprofitable 
Servant 4/t be caſt out, muſt be cut down, 
Mat. 25. 27» 

Cumber-zround / How many hopeful, in- 
clinable, forward People, haft thou by 
thy fruitleſs and uprofitable Life, kept 
out of the Yincyard of God ? for thy ſake 
haye 
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have the people ſtumbled at Religion 3 
by thy Life have they been kept from the 
Love of their own Salvation. Thou haſt 
becn alſo a means of hardening others, 
and of quenching, and killing weak begin- 
nings. Well Barren Fig-tree! look to thy 
ſelf, C thou wilt not go te Heaven thy ſclf, 
Md them that would thou Kindereſt ;_ thou 
mutt not always cumber the Ground, nor 
always hindertheS.:lvation cf athers: Thou 
ſhalt be cut dovn, and another jhall be planted 
in thy Room. 

Thirdly, The Cumber-graund is a Sucker, 
he draws away the Heart and Nouriſhment 
jremn tne oner Trees, Were the Cumber= 
ground cut dawn, the other would be more 
fruitful ; he draws away that fatneſs of the 
ground to himſclf, that would make the 
other more hearty and fruitful. One Sin- 
ner deſtroyeth much :00d, Kecl. 9. 18, 

The Cunber- round 18 a yery Droan 1n the 
Hive, that cats up the Hney that ſhould 
feed the labouring Bee 3 he 15 4 Thref 1a the 
Candle, that waſtcth the Tallow, but-giveth 
no Lizht ; he is the unſavry Salt, that 15 fit 
for nought but the Dunghill. Look to 1t 


Barren Fizetree. 
And 
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And he anſ«ering, (aid unto him, Lned, let it 
aloe this Y-ar alja, until T hal 412 about 
it, and ding it 5 and if it bear frutt, well; 
ard if not, then after that thyu ſhalt cut it 

_ «. 
aywn, Verl.8.9 *s 


"Heſe are the Words of the Dreſſer of 

#* the Viacyard, who, I told vou, is Je- 
ſ1s Chri't ( for he m:de interceffinn For the 
Tranfgreiltors. ) And they contain a Petiti- 
on, preſented to an of offended Juſtice, pray- 
ans thita little wore Time and Patience 
reight be exerciſed towards the Barren 
cumber-ground Fg-'ree. 

In this Petition there are Six things con- 
ſiderable: 

Fir/#, That Juſtice _ be deferred, O 
that Juſtice might be def.rred, Lord, let 
it alone, &C. a while longc r. 

Secondly, Here 1s Trme preixed, as & 
ſpace to try ?f more Means will cure a bar- 
ren Fi;-tree. Lord, let 17 atnne tis year alſo. 

Thirdly, The Means fo icip it, are pro-| 
pounded, until F jnall ais about it,and dung ite 

Fourthſy, Here is alſo an infiauation of 
a Supvolition, that by thus doing, GedsF | 

expects 
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expectation may be antivered ; 
bear Fruit, well. 

Fif 'hly, Here is a Suppoſition that the 
Barren Fig-tree may yet abide Barren, when 
Chriſt hath done what he will unto it; and-if 
it bear Fru1*, Wc, 

Sixthly, Here 1s at laſt a Reſolution, that 
!f thou continu2 barren, hewins Dayes will 
come upon thee, And if it bear Fruit, well; 
And if no, then afier that than ſhalt cut it 
down, > | 

But to proceed accordiuvg to my former 
Methed, by way of Expoſition, 
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And if it 


Lord, tt it alone this Tear alſo. 


Here. is aſt>nifhizg Grace indeed, aſto- 
niſhing Grace / I ſay, that the Lord Jeſus 
ſhould coiccrn hiwſelf with a Barren Fr2- 
tree; that he ſhould ſtep in to ſtopthe blow 
from a Barren Fi '-/ree, True, He ſtopt the 
blow but for a timez But why ard he ftop 7t 
at all? Why did not he ictch out the Ax ? 
why did he not do Exccution ? Why did not 
he' cut it down? Barren Fiz-tree! 'tls well for 
thee that there isa Jeſus at Sod s right hand, 
a Jeſus of that largencſs of Bowels, as to 
Dave compaſſion ſar a Barren Fig-tree 3 elſe 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice had neyer let thee alone to cumber 
the Ground as thou haſt done. When J/- 
racl alſo had finned ig1inftGod, down they 
h:d gone : but that Mcſcs tord in the Breach, 
Exod. 32, 10. Let me al-me, ſaith God to 
hims that I may conſume them in a moment, 
and I n ill mabe of thee a sreat Na'ton, Bar- 
yen Ft:.tree, doft thou hear & Thou knew 
not how oft the hand of Divine Juſtice hath 
been up to ſtrike, and how many years 
ſince thou hadſt been cut dovn, had not 
Jeſus eaught hold of bis Fat! er's Ax. Lev 
me alone, let mefetch n.y blow, or cu it 
down. why cumbererh, 3+ 752 Ground * Wilt 
thou not hear yet, Barren Fi «tree ? Wilt 
thou provoke ſtill ? Thou haſt wearted Men, 
and proyoked the Juſtice of God ; Ava wilt 
thou weary my God alſo? Wa,7.13. 


Lord, let it alone this year. } 


Lord, a little longer,let's not loſe a Soul 
for wantof means ; 7 will try, I will ſec if 
I cn make it fruitful, 7 will not beg a long 
Life, nor that it naght ſtil] be barren, and 
ſo provoke thee. 1 beg for the ſake ofthe 
Soul, the immortal Soul, Lord ſpare it, one 
gear only, one year longer, this year alſo; if 

I 
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I do any Good to 1t,it will be 7n little time. 
Thou fhalt not be oyer-wearied with wait- 
ing ; one T-ar, and then, 

Barren F! -tree, doſt thou hear what 
ſtriving there is between the/7ne-dreſſer and 
the Hiusbandman for thy Life. Cut it down, 
lays one; Lord, ſpare j:, ſaith another : 
T4 a Cumber-ground, faith the Father; one 
year longer prays the Son, Les zt alone this 
year alſ>, 


Until I ſhall di; about it and dung it, 


The Lord Jeſus by theſe words fuppoſeth 
two things, as Cauſes of the want of Fruit 
in a Barren Fiz-tree, and two things he ſup« 
poſeth as a Remedy. 

The things that are a cauſe of want of 
Fruit, are, 

I. T4 Earth-bound; Lord, the Fig-tree 
1s Eartb-bound. 

2, A want af warmer Means, of fatter 
Means. : 

Wherefore accordingly he propoundeth. 

Firſt, To looſen the Earih, io dis about it. 

Secondly, And then to ſupply it with. 
Dung ; to dig about it, and Dung it. Lord, 
let it alone this year alſo, wniil I ſhall dig 
about 
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about it, 1 doubt'it 15 too much groun- 
bound 3 The Dre of this World, and the 
aecetsfulneſs of Riches, ( Luke 14) lie too 
cloſe to the Roots of the Heart of this Pro- 
feſlor, The love of Riches, the loye of 
Honours, the Loye of Pleaſures, are the 
Thorns tht m_— the Word, 1ſohn 2. 
I5, 16. iFs” all that is in the World, the 
Luſts of the Fleſh the Luits of the Eyes, 
and the Prids if Life, are not of the Father, 

but enmity to God. Hoy then ( where t theſe 
things bind up the Heart) can thcre be 
Fruit brougnt forth to Gad! Barren Fzy-!ree, 
ſee how theLord Jeſus, by theſe very words, 
ſugs#eſtcth the cauſe of thy Fruntied __ 
ot Soul The —_ of this World /ie t02 
cloje to thy Hea#t ; the Earth with 1ts thinks 
have bound vp thy Rovts + thou art an Edith- 
bound Soul, thou art wrap: up in thick Clay, 
Ir any Man l19ve the W ld, the Love of the 
Faber 1s not in [11m + How then can he oy 
Irurtfu] 20 the Vineyard ? This kept Puts 

from the Fruit of caring fur the poor, Joh. 
12. 6, This kept Deinas from the Fruit of 
Self :aenial, 2 Tim, 4.10. Aud this kept 
Ananins and Saphira tis Wife, from the 
g20dly Fruit of Sincerity ang es h, As 
Ge $5, IO. What {ba 11 I ſay, 7 E AVE Foolif H 
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and hurtful Eufts , which drown Men in De- 


firuttan and Perdition , for the love of Money 


is the ro1# of all Evil, 1-Tim. 6.9, 10. How 
then can good truit grow from fuch a Reot, 
the Reot of ail Evil © Which while ſme covet 
aſter, they have erred from the Faith, and 
merced themſelves throuzh with many Sorrows. 
it 1s an evil Root, nay, it ts the Root of all 
Eyil : how then can the Protcilor that hath 
luch 4 Root, of a Root wrap'd up in ſuch 
earthly things, as the Luſts, and Ple ſures, 
and Vamities of this World, bring forta 
Fruit to God : 
Until T ſhall | dig ) about it 

Lord, I will loofe his Roots, I will diz 
Wp 715 Earth, IT will ly his Roots bare 3 my 
Hand fhall be upon him by Sickneſs, by 
D:\ippointments, by croſs Providences ; I 
will dig about him untill he ſtands-fhaking 
and tottering, untill he be ready to full 3 
then, if ever, he will ſeck to take faſter 
hold, Thus, I ſay, deals the Lord Jeſus 
c{t-tiincs with the barren Profeſſor 3 he diz- 
git avout! wn, he ſmiteth one blow at his 
Heart, 2/07 blow at his Luſts, a third at 
ls piceiur 0, d fourth at is Coutorts, At}. 
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ther at his Self-conceitedact> 3 thus he dig- 
geth about him : this is the way to take bad 
Earth from hjs Roots, and fo looſen his 
Roots from the Earth. Barrch Fig-tree, 
fee here the Cure, the Love, the Labour and 
Way, which the Lord Jeſus, the Dreffer 
of the Vineyard, is fain to take with thee, 
if happly thou mayeſt be made fruitful. 


Until I ſhall dig about it, and (dung) it, 


As the Earth, by binding the Roots too 


cloſcly, may hinder the Tree's being fruit- 
ful ; ſo the want of better means may be 
alſo a cauſe thereof. And this is more than 
intimated by the Drefiler of the Yineyard, 
untill T ſhall di: abwut it and dung it 5 1 will 
ſupply it with a more fruitful Miniſtry, with 
a warmer Word. I will give them Paſtors 
afrer mine own Heart, I will dung them, 
You know Dunz 1s a more warm, more ft, 


more hearty, and ſuccouring Mitter, than : 


1s commenly the place 1n winch Trees are 
planted. 

I will di2 about it, and dunz 7, 1 will 
bring it under an Heart: awakening Miniftry 
the Means of Grace ſhall be fat, and good, 
I will alfo vitit it with hcart-awakeniag, 
ficart 
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Heart-warming, Heart-cncouraging Contt- 
deratiens ; I will apply warm Dung to 2s 
Roots 5 I will ſtrive with him by my Spirit, 
and give him ſome taſtes of the Heayenly 
Gift, and the Power of the World to come, 
I am loth to loſe him for want of digging; 
Lord, let it aloe this year alſo, until I ſhall 
dig about it, and dunz it. 


And if it bear Fruit, well. ) 


And if the\fruit of all oy Labour makes 
this Fig-tree fruitful, 1 ſhall count my 
Time, my Labour and Means well beftow- 
ed upon at; and thou, alſo, 0 my God, 
ſhalt be therewith much delighted : Foy 
thou art gracious and merciful!, ans repenteſt 
thee of the evil which thou threatne(t to bring 
upon a People. | | 

Theſe words therefore inform us, that if 
a barren F1ig-tree, a barren Prefeſſor, . ſhall 
now at laſt briag forth to God, it ſhall go 
well with that 'Profefſor, it ſhall go well 
with that-poor Soul. His former Barrcn« 
neſs, his formerjtempting of God, his abuſe 
of Gods patience and long-ſuffering z his 
miſpending year after year, ſhall now be 
all forgixen im, Yea, God. the, Father, 

W.- >". 1-_ 
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and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will now paſs by, 
and forget all, and ſay,Well done,at the laſt. 
When I ſay to the Wicked, 0 wicbed Man, 
. thou ſhalt ſurely die; if he then do that which 
is lawful and right, if he walks in the Sta- 
tutcs of Life, without committing Inigquity, 
he ſhall ſurely liy-, he ſhall nat die, Ezck.18. 
21. Barren Fig-tree, doft thou hear * * The 
AX 1s laid to thy Roots, the Lord Jeſus 
prays God to fpare thec: Hath he been #iz- 
Zing about thee ? Hath he been dunging of 
thee,O barren Ffp-tree ? now thou art come 
to the Point;if thou ſhalt now become good, 
1f thou ſhalt after a gracious manner ſuek 
in the Goſpel-dung, and if thou ſhalt 
bring forth Fruit unto God, well ; but it 
not, the Fire is the last, Fruit, or the 
Fire; Fruit or the Fire, barren Fig-tree, 
If it bear Fruit, well. 


And if nat, then after that thou ſhalt cut it 
down, 


And if not, 8c. The Lord by this [, 
Jiyeth us to underſtand, that there 1s a Ge: 
neration of Profeſſors in the World, that 
arc incurable, that will not, that cannat re- 
pent, nor be profited by the means of 
(fIrace : 


, 
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Grace : A Generation, I ſay, that will re- 
tain a Profeſſion, but will not brinz forth 
fruit : A Generation that will wear out the 
Patience of God, Time and I ide, Threat- 
nings and Intercefſions; Judgements and 
Mercics; And after all will be unfruitful. 

O the deſperateWickedneſs that is 1n thy 
Heart : O Barren Profefſor, Doſt thou hear? 
the Lord Jeſus ftands yet in doubt about thee? 
There is an | if | ſtands yet in the way. I 
ſay ,theLord Jeſus ſtands yet in doubt about 
thee, whether at laſt thou wilt be good ;; . 
whether he may not labour in yaittz whe- 
ther his digging and dunging will come 
to more than loſt Labour. 7 gave her ſpace 
to repent, and ſhe repented not, Rev. 2. 2r; 
I digged about it, I dunged it ; Igained 
Time and ſupplied it with Means; but 
laboured herein 1n vain, and ſpent my 
Strength for rought and in vain, Doſt thou 
hear, barren Fig-tree? There is yet a que- 
ftion, Whether twill be well with thy Soul as 
laſt ? 

There 15s nothing more exaſpcr.ting to 
the Mind of a Man, than to find all his 
Kindneſs and Fayour ilighted : Neither is 
theLord Jeſus fo provoked with any thing, 
aS When Sinners abuſe his Means of Grace : 

D 2 if 
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if 1t be barren and fruitleſs under my. Go: 
ſpel; 1f it turn my Grace inte wantouncſs ; 
if after digginz, and dunging, and waiting, 
it yet remain unfruitful, [ will let thee cut. 
ft down. 

Goſpel-means applied, 15 the /i/t Remed)y 
for a barren Profeſſor; it the Goſpel, if 
the Grace of the Goſpel will not do, there 
catt be nothing expected, but cut it down. 
Then after that thou ſhalt cut it down, 

0 Jeruſale: m, Jeruſalem, they that billeſt 
the Prophets, and ſtone them that are ſent 
unto thee, hew often would 1 have gathered 
thy Children tozether, as a Hen gathereth 
her Chickens undey her Wings, and ye would 
wot £ Therefore your Fuſes are left unt9 
you deſolate. Matth, 23. 37, 38. Yet it 
cannot be, but that this Lord Jeſus, who at 
firſt did put a ſtop to the Execution of his 
Fathers Juſtice, becauſe he defired to try 
more means with the F7z-tree: 1 fay, it 
cannot be, but that an heart ſo full of Com- 
paſſion, as his is, ſhould be touched, to be- 
hold this Profeſſor muſt now be cut down : : 
Luke 19, 41, 42. And when he was come near, 
he beheld the City, and wept over 8t, ſaying, 
zf thou hadſt hny-vn, even thon, at leaſt, in this 
rby «ay, the thinzs that belong te thy Peace 3 
| but \ 
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but now they are hid from thine Eyes, 
After that, thou ſhalt cut it down.) 


When Chriſt giveth thee over, there 1s no 
Intereciſor, no Mediator, no woye Sacrifice 
for Sin : all is gone but Z«@;ement, but 
the 4x, but a certain fearful loobinz for of 
Judgement, and fiery Indiznation, which ſhall 
devour the Adverſaries, Heb. 10. 26, 27, 28, 

Barren Fiz:tree, take heed that thow 
comeſt not to theſe /a5t words, for theſe 
words are a g$ve-up, a cait-up, a caſt-up 
of a Calt-away 3 After thet 5901 ſhalt cut 1t 
down. They are as much as if Chrift had 
ſaid, Father I beggd for more t1ne for this 
barren Profefſor; 1 begged untill I fould 
di about it, and dung it : But now, Father, 
the 777e 3s out, the year 1s cadet, the ſurnme; 
is ended, and no good done. I have alſo 
tried with my Means, with the Goſpel ; 1 
have digged about 1t,I have laid alſo the fat 
and bearty dung of the Golpel to it; but 
all comes to nothing. Father, I deliver up 
this Profeflor to thee again, I have done, 1 


| have done all, I have done praying, and en» 


deayouring 3 I will hold the read of thine Ax 
no longer ; Take him into the hands of 
D 3 Tuftice, 
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Juſtice, do Juſtice, do the Law, I will never 
bez for him more. After that thou ſhalt cut 
zt 119wn, Wo unto them when T depart from 
them, Hoſ. 9. 12. Now is this Profeflor left 
naked indeed, naked to God, nabed to Sa- 
tan, fo Sta, to the Law, to Death,to Hell, 
naked to Judgement, and to the Gripes of a 
guilty Conſcience, and to the Torment of 
thar Worm that never dies, and to that 
Fire thats neyer ſhall be quenched : Meb, 
12, 25, See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeab- 
eth s for if they eſcaped not, who refuſed him 
that ſpabe on Earth, much more ſhall not we 
eſcape, if we turn away ſrom him that ſpeabeth 
from Heaven, From this brief paſs through 
this Parable, you have theſe two general 
Obſeryations. 

Firſt, That even when then the Juſtice 
of God cries out, I cannit endyre to wait on 
this barren ProfeſPr any longer; then Jeſus 
Chriſt interceeds for a /ittl? more Patience, 
and a little more ſtriving with this Profeſſor, 
if poſſible he may make him a fruitful Pro- 
tefſer : Lord, let it alone this year alſo, until 
T ſhall dis about it, and dung it ; and if it 
bear Fruit, well, &c, 

Secondly, There are ſome Profefſors whoſe 
Day of Grace will end with Cut it _ 
wit 
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with Judgement z When Chriſt by his 
Means hath been uſed for their Salvation. 

The Firſt of theſe Obſervations I ſhall 
paſs,and not meddle at all therewith 3 But 


' ſhall briefly ſpeak to the Second, to wit, 


That there are ſome Profeſhrs, whoſe Day 
of Grace will end with Cut it down, with 
Fudgement, when Chriſt by his Means hath 
been uſed for their Salvation. h 

This the Apoftle fheweth in that third 
Chapter of his Epiſtte to the Hebrews ; 
where he tells us that the People of the Jews 
after a forty years Patience, and endeavour 
to do 'em good by the means appointed for 
that purpoſe, their end was to be cut down, 
or excluded the Land of Promiſe for their 
final Incredulity ; So we ſes they could not 
enter in, becauſe of Unbelief, Wherefore, 
ſaith he, Twas grieved with that Generati- 
07, and ſaid, they do alwayes err in their 
Hearts, and they have not known my Ways : 
So I ſware in my Wrath, they ſhall not er- 
ter into my Reft. As who fhould ſay,, I 
would they ſhould have cntred in, and for 
that purpoſe I brought them out of Egypt, 
led them through the Sea, and taught 
them in the Wilderneſs ; but they did not 
anſwer my Work nor Deſigns in that mat- 
D 4 ter : 
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er : wherefore, they ſhall not, I ſware they 
ſhall not ; T ſwore in my Wrath they ſhould 
not enter zuta my Reſt : Here is cutting down | 
with Judgement. So again, Chap. 4. he 
faith, 4s T have ſworn in my Wrath, if they \ 
ſhall enter into my Reft, althmgh the Works 
were lmifhed fram the Foundation of the World, 
Heb. 4. 2, 3, 4, This word | | if Þ 1s the 
fame with | they (hall mt ) in the Chapter 
before, And where he ſaith, Although the 
Worts <2 finiſhed from the Foundation of the 
World, he giveth us to underſtand, that 
what Preparations ſaever are made for the 
Salyation of Sinners, and of how long con- 
kinuance ſoever they arc, yet the God- 
to:pting, God-proyoking, and fruitleſs Proz 
feffor is like to go without a ſhare therein 
altheugh the Works were finiſhed from the 
Foundation of the Ierld, Jude $5, 6. I will 
therefore put you in remembrance, theugh ye 
once knew this, how that the LORD Having 
ſaved the People out of the Land of Egypt, 
sfterwards deitroyed them that believed not. 
And the Angels that beyt not their firſt Eſtate, 
but left their own Habit ation, be hath reſerved 
in everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs, unto the 
Fudzement of the Great Day, Here 1s an In- 
ſtance to purpoſe, an Inſtance of Men and 
Angels : 
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Angels: Men ſaycd out of the Land of E- 
2ypt, and in their Journey towards Cane 
an, the Type of Heaven, cut d3yn 3 At 
gels created and placed in the Heavens 1n 
great State and Principality: yet both theſe, 
becauſe unfruitfull to Ged in their places, 
were cut down; the Mcn deſtroyed by Ged, 
C for fo ſaith the Text ) and the Angets 
reſcryed in everlaſting Chains urder Dark» 
neſs, to the Tudgement of rhe Great Day. 

Now, in my handling of this Point, I 
ſhall diſcourſe ofthe cating down, cr the 
Judgement here dencurced, 4s it reſpeR- 
cth the doing of it by God's Hand 1immed:- 
atly, and that too, with reſpe& to his ca#- 
ng them out of the World , and uot as it re- 
ſpeReth an 4 of the Church, gc. And- 
as to this cutting down, or Judgemeiit, "it 
muſk be concluded, that it cannot be before 
the Day of Grace be pa{t ith the Fig-tree, but 
according to.the Obſcryation, There be ſome 
Profeſſors whoſe Day of Grace will end nith 
Cut 1t down 3 and according to the words 
of the Text, Then | oficr that } thou ſhalt cut 
it down : After that, that is, after all my 
Attempts and Endeayours to take it fruit- 
tul, after I have left it,given it over, done 
with it, and have reſolved to beſtow no 
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more Days of Grace,Opportumities of Grace, 
and Mcans of Grace upon it; then, after 
that thou ſhalt cut it down, 

Beſides, the g7ving up of the Fiz-tree, is 
before the Execution. Execution 1s not al- 
ways preſently on the ſentence given ; for 
after that a convenient Time is thought or, 
and then is Cuttings down : and fo it 1s here 
in the Text. The Decree, that it ſhall pe- 
riſh,is gathered from its continuing fruitleſs 
all the laſt year, 'and at the end of all 
Endeayours : But Cutting down 15s not yet, 
for that comes with an after-word ; Then 
after that thou ſhalt cut it down, 

So then, that I may orderly proceed 
with the Obſervation, I muft lay down 
theſe two Propofitions, 

Prop. I. That the Day of Grace ends with 
jome Men before God takes them out of this 
World, And, | 

Prop. 2, The Death, or cutting down of | 
ſuch Men, will be dreadful. For this cut it ' 
down, when it is underſtood in the largeſt 
ſenſe, (as here indeed it ought) it ſheweth, 
not only the Wrath of God againſt a Man's 
Life in this World, but his Wrath againſt 
him Body and Soul 3 and 1s as much - to 

ay. 
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ſay, Cut Him: off from all the Priviledges and 
Benefits that come by Grace, both 1n this 
World, and that which is to come. 

But to proceed, The Day of Grace ends 
with ſome Men before God tabeth them out of 
this World. 

I ſhall give you ſome Inſtances of this, 
and ſo go on to the laſt Propoſition, 

Firſt, 1 ſhall inftance in Cain; Carn was 
a Profeſſor, C Gen. 4. 3. _) a Sacrificer, a 
Worſhipper of God, yea the firſt Worſhip- 
per that we read of after tHe Fall ; but his 
Grapes were wild ones, Gen. 4.5,8. bis 
Works were evil, he did not do what he did 
from true Goſpel-motiyes ; therefore God - 
diſallowed his work. At this his Coun- 
tenance falls : Wherefore heenvies his bro- 
ther, diſputes him, takes his Oppertunity 
and kills him. Now in the day he did this 
a(t, were the Heavens cloſed up againſt him, 
and that himſelf did ſmartingly and fearfully 
feel, when God made Inquiſition for the 
Blood of Abel; And now curſed (faid God ) 
ſhalt thon be from the Earth, which hath 
opened her Mouth te receive thy Brother*s 
Blood from thy hand, Kc. Gen. 4. 8, 1, 
I2, 13, I4+ And Cain ſaid, my Puniſh- 
ment js greater than 1 can bear : Mine Ini- 
quity 
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quity is gre ater than that it may be forgiven. 


Behold, thou haſt ariven me out this Day 


from the Face of the Earth, and from thy 
Face hall T be hid. Now thou art curſed, 
Caith God, Thou haſt driven me eut this 
Day, ſaith Cain, aud from thy Face ſhall 
E be hid ; I ſhall never more have hope in 
thee, Smile from thee, aor expe&t Mercy 
at thy Hand, Thus therefore, Cain's Day 
of Grace ended, and the Hcavens, with 
Goa's own Heart,were ſhut up againſt him; 
yet aiter this, he lived long, Gen, 4. 10, 
Cutiinz down was not come yet; after this 
he lived to marry a Wife, verſe 17. to bee 
gct a curſed Brood, to build a City, ( aud 
what not?) all which could not be quickly 
done : Wherefore Cain mignt live after the 
Day of Grace was paft with him, ſeveral! 
kundred years. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall inftance in JÞmael,Gen, 
17. 25, 26. Iſhmael was a Profeſſor, was 
brought up 1 Abraham's Family, and yas 
circumciſed at thirteen years of 4ge, Gen.16, 
x2. But he was the Son of the Bond-woman, 
he browzht not forth good Fruit, he was a 
wild Prijc!r: For ail bis Religion, he 
would {cif at thoſe that were better than 
biaifelf. Well, upon a day his Brother 
Wanc 
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Iſaac was weaned , at which time his 
Father made a Feaſt, and rejoiced before 
the Lord, for that he had given him the 
promiſed Son ; at this Iſhmael mocked them, 
their Son, and Godly rejoicing. Then 
came the Spirit of God upon Sarah 
aad ſhe cried, Caſt him out, caft out this 
Bond-woman and her Son; for the Son of this 
Bond-woman (hall not be Heir with my Son, 
with Iſaac, Gen. 21. 9, 10. 11. Now 
Paul to the Galatians, ( Chap, 4. 29, 
Zo, ZI. _) makes this caſting out to be,not 
only a caſting eut of A4braham*s Family, 
but a caſting out alſo from a Lot with the 
Saints in Heaven. Alſo Meſes giveth us a 
notable proof thereof, in faying,that when 
he died, he was gathered $0 his People, 
Gen. 25. 17. his People by his Mother's 
fide, for he was reckoned from her, the 
Son of Hagar, the Son of the Bond-wo- 
man. Now ſhe was deſcended fromthe Ezyp- 
tians, Gen. 21, 9, So that he was gather- 
ed when he diced, notwithſtanding his Pro- 
feſſion, to the place that Pharach and his 
Hoft were gathered to, who were drowned 
in the Red Seu; theſe were his People,and 
he was of them, both by Nature and Diſ- 
poſition, by perſecuting as they did, Bub 
now, 
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now, When dia the Day of Grace end with 
this Man ? Obſerve, and I will ſhew you : 
Iſhmael was thirteen years old when he was 
circumciſed ; and then was Abraham ninety 


years old and nine, Gen, 17. 24. 25, 26. 


The next year IJaac was born. So that 1/;- 
mael was now fourteen Years of Age, Now 
when Iſaac was weaned, ( ſuppeſe he ſuck'd 
four Years) by that account, The Day of 
Grace mui} be ended with Iſhmael, by that 
time he was et;hteen years old, Gen. 25. 12, 
&c, For that day he mocked, that day it 
was ſaid, Caſt him oxt; and of that caſting 
out the Apoſtle makes what I have ſaid. 

Beware ye young barren Profeſſors, Now 
Iſhmael lied an hundred and nineteen years 
after this, in great Traneuillity and Honour 
with men ? After this he alſo begat twelve 
Princes, cycn after his Day 'of Grace was 
paſt. 

Thirdly, T1 (hall inftance Eſau, Gen, 2s, 
27, (Fc. Eſau allo was a Profefior, he was 
born unto Iſaac, and circumciſed according 
to the Cuſtom : But Eſau was a gameſora 
Profefſor,an Huntſman,a Man of the Field ; 
alſo he was wedded to his Luſts, which he 
did alſo venture to keep, rather than the 
Birth-right. Well, upon a day when he 
| came 
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came from hunting, and was faint, he fold 
his Birth-right to Facob his Brother. Now 


; the Birth-right, 1n thoſe days,had the pro- 


miſe and Bleſſing annexed to it. Yea, they 
were ſo cntailedin this,that the one could 
not go without the other 3 wherefore the 
Apoſtle's Caution 1s here of weight, Heb. 
12, 16, 17. Take heed, ſaith he, /e/t there 
be amonz you a Fornicator, or profane Perſon 
45 Eſau, who for one morſe! of Meat fold his 


" Birth-right : for ye know how that afterwards 


when he would have inherited the Bleſſing, he 
was rejected; for he found no place of Repent- 


| ance, thouzh he ſouzht it carefully with Tears, 


Now the ending of Eſau's Day of Grace is 
to be reckoned from his ſelling of his Birth- 
right: For there the Apoſtle points it,leſk 
there be among you any, that like Eſau, 
ſells his Birth-right 3 for then goes hence 
the Bleffing alſo, 

But Eſau fold his Birth-right long before 
his Death. Twenty Years atter this, Zacob 
was with Laban, ( Gen. 31. 41.and 32.6,_) 
and when he returned home, his Brother 
Eſau met him. Further, after this when 
Zacob dwelt again ſome time with his Faz- 
ther, then Facob and Eſau buried him, I 
ſuppoſe ( Gen. 35. 28, 29, ) he mightlive 
aboyec 
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above ferty,yea for ought I know above four 


ſcore years after he had ſo!d his Birth-right, 


and {o conſequently had put himſelf out of 
the Grace of God. 

Three things I would further note upon 
theſe three Protetlors. : 

Firs, Cain aw angry Profeſſor, 11:46! a 
mocking one, E/:1u a luftful, gameſome 
one : Three Symt!on:s of a barren Profcilor. 
For he that can be angry, and that can 
mock, and that can indulge his Luſts; can- 
not bring forth fruit to God, 

Secondly, The Day of Grace ended with 
theie Profeſlors at that time when they 
committed {ome ' grieyous Sin 3 as Cain, 
when ne killed his Brother 3 Iſmael, when 
he mocked at //1:c, &e. and Eſau, when 
out of love to liis Luſis, he deſpifed, and 
ſold his Birth-right, Beware, barren Pro- 
feflor 3 Thou mayeſt do that in half a quarter 
of an hour, from the Evil of which tbou maye/# 
net be delivered for ever and ever. 

Thirdly, Yet, theſe three, after their Day 
of Grace was over, liyed better Lives as to 
outward things, than ever they did before. 
Cain after this, was Lord of a City, Gen. 
4+ 17. Tſhhmact was after this, Father of 
twelve Princes, Gen, 25. 16. wud Eſau, af- 
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ter this, told his Brother , I have en: my 
Brother, keep that thou haſt to thy ſe!f, Chap. 
33- 8, 9. Eafc, and Peace, and a profper- 


| ons Life in Outwards, are no ſign of the 


Fayour of God to a barren and fruitleſs 
Profeflor ; but rather of his Wrath, that 
thereby he may be capable to treaſure up 
more Wrath, agaialt the Day of Wrath, and 
Revelation of the rizhrewms Fudzement of God. 

Let thus much ſerve for the proof of the 
firſt Propoſition, namely, Toat the Day of 
Grace ends with ſome Men, before God takes 
them out of this Whrld, 

Now then to [hew you, by ſome Signs, 
how you may know that the Day of Grace 


| 15 ended,or near to ending with the barren 


Proteſlor ; And after that thou ſhalt cut it 


1 wn. 


Firſt ; He that hath ſtood it out againſt 
God, and withfiood all thoſe Means for 
Frait,that God uſed for the making of him 


| ( 1f1t might have been ) a fruitful Tree in 
| his Garden, is in this danger; and this in- 
| deed 15 the Syn of the Parable. The Figs 


tree here mentioned, was bleficd with the 


! Application of Means, had time allowed it 


to receive the Nouriſhment ; but 1t out- 


ſtood, withſtood, oyerſtood 4//, Al _ 
ne 
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00 The Barren Fig-tree. 
the Husband- man or the Vine-dreſler did, 


Signs of being paſt Grace, 


But a little diſtinatly to particularize in 
Pur or five Particulars. 

firſt $7 mn, The Davo? Grace 1s like to 
be paſt, when a Profeſſor hath withſtood, 
a>ulcd, and worn out God's Pa'tence ; then 
he 1s 1n danger,this 1s a Provocation ; then 
God cries, Cut it d5wn, There are ſome 
Men that ſtcal into a Profeftion, n9 Body 
knows how ; even as this Fig-tree was 
brought into the Vineyard, by other Hands 


than God's; and there they. abide lifeleſs, 


gracelcſs, carelcſs, and withaut any good con- 


ſcience to God at ail, Perhips they came in 


for the Loavcs, for a Trade, for Credit, for 
a Blind; or it may be to ſtifle and choak 
the Checks, and grinding Pangs of an awa- 
kened and diſquicted Corſcience, Now 
having obtain'd their purpoſe, /ibe the Sin- 
ners of Sion, thcy are at eaſe, and ſecure ; 
ſaying, like Agag, 1 Sam. 15. 32, Surely 
the bitterneſs of death is paſt; lam well, 
ſhall be ſayed, and go to Heaven : Thusin 
theſe vain Conceits zt ſpends « Tear, two or 
three; not remembering that at eycry "ow 
on 


< 
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The Barren Fig tree. oN 
ſou of Grace, and at every Opportunity of 
the Goſpel, The Lord comes ſeebins Fruit, 
Well, Sinner, well bayren Fi::tree, this 1s 
but a coarſe beginning : God comes for 
Fruit, What haye I here, ſaith God ? 
What a Fig.tree is this, that hath ſtood this 
year in my Vineyard, and brought mc f rth 
no Fruit? I will cry unto him, Profeſſor / 
barren Fig:-tree, be fruitful? I look for 
Fruit, I expe& Fruit, I muſt have Frait, 


+ thercforc bethink thy ſclf.At theſe the pro- 


feifor pauſes; but theſe are Wor 's, not 
Blows, therefore off gocs thisConſideration 


from the Heart, When God comes the 


next Year, he finds him ſtill as he was, & 


' barren, fruitleſs Cumber-2round. And now 
* again he complains,hcre are two Tears gone, 


and no Fruit appears : Well, I will defer 
mine Anger for my Name ſake ;, Iſa. 48.9, 
I will defer mine Anger for my Praiſe, 1 will 
refrain from thee, that I cut thee no: off (as 
yet.) I will wait, I will yet wait to be gra- 
clous, But this helps not,this hath not the 
leaſt Influence upon the barren Fig-tree 3 
Tuſh, ſaith heghere is no Threatning : God 
is merciful,he will defer h's Anger, I/a. 30. 
18, He waits to be gracious: I am mt yet 


; afraid. O haiy do ungodly Men, that crept 


uUNAaWwares 
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unawares into the Vineyard, turn the Grace 
of our Ged into Laſciviouſneſs' Well, he 
comes the third year for Fruit, ashe did be- 
fore, but {ti]] he finds but a barren Fiz-tree : 
No Fruit; Now he cries out again, O thou 
Dreſſer 6; my Vineyard, come hithcr, here's 
a F::-tiee hath ſtood theſe three Years 11 
my V:2eyard, and hath at every feiſon diſ- 
appointed my Expet@ation, for ] haye look- 
ed ior Friit io vain Cut it down, my Pa- 
tience 15 worn out, 7 ſhall wait 6 this Fig- 
Free nu 10nzer s 

2, And now he begins to ſhake the Fige 
tree with his Threatnings; fetch out the 
Ax. Now the: 4x us Death, Death there- 
fore 1s called for ; Death, come ſmite me 
this Fig-tree. And withall the Lord ſhakes 
this Sinner» and whirls him upon a ſick- 
bed, faying, Take him Death, he hath abu- 
ſed my Patience and Forbearance, not rc- 
membring that 1t ſhould have led him to 
Repentance,and to the Fruits thereof, Death, 
fetch- away this Fig-iree to the Fire, fetch 
this barren Profeſſor to Hell. At this, Death 
comes with grim looks into the Chamber ; 
yea, and Heli follows with him to the bed- 
fice, and both ftare this Profcfier in the 
Face, yea begins to lay hands upon him 3; 
one 
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one ſ{imitiag nim with Pains in his Bufly, 
with Head-acn, Heart-acl, Back-ach, Short= 
neſs of Breath, Fainting, Qualms, trem- 
bling of Joints, ſtopping at the Cheſt, and 
almoſt all the Symptoms of a Man paſt all 
recoyery. Now while Death is thus for- 
menting the Body, Hell is doing with the 
Mind and Conſcience, firiking them with 


* 1tsPains, caſting Sparks of Fire in thither, 


wounding with Sorrows and Fears of ever- 
lafting Damnation, the Spirit of this poor 
Creature: And now he begins to bethink 
himſelf,2nd to cry to God for mercy ; Lord, 
ſpare me, Lord, (pare me, Nay, ſaith God, 
you have been a Provecation to me 7heſe 
three Years. How many times have you diſs 


| appointed me? How many Seaſons haye 


you ſpent in vain ? How many Sermons and 
other Mercies did I of my Patience afford 
you ? but tons purpoſe at all ; Take him 
Death, O gaod Lord, ſaith the Sinner, 
ſpare me but this once 5 raiſe me but this 
ence, Indeed I have been a barren Profeſ- 
for, and have ſtood to no purpoſe at all in 
thy Vineyard : But ſpare / O ſpare this one 
tne, I beleechthee, and I will be better. 
Apay,aray, you will not : I have tried you 
theſe three Tears already, you arc _—— 
1 
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if I ſhould recoyer you again,you would be 
as bad as you was befare ( and all this 
Talk 1s while Death ftands by. ) The Sin- 


ner cries again,good Lord, try me this once, 


let me get up again this once, andſee if Ido 
not mend. But will you promiſe me to 
mend ? Yes, indeed, Lord, and voy it too; 
I wil never beſo bad again, I will be betrer, 
Well, ſaith God, Death, let this Pro- 
fcſior alone for this time, I will try him a 
while longer, he hath promiſed, he hath 
yowed that he will amend his Wayes : It 
may be he willmind to kcep his Promiſes, 
Vows are ſolemn things, it may be he may 
fear to break his Vows : Ariſe from off thy 
Bed. And nw God lays down his Ax. At 
this the poor Creature 1s very thankful, 
praiſes God, and fawns upon him; ſhews 
as if he did it heartily, ard calls to others 
to thank him too, He therefore riſeth, as 
one would think, io be a new Creature in- 
deed. But by that time he hath put on his 
Clothes, is come down from his bed, and 
ventured into the Yard,or Shop, and there 
ſces how all things are gone to Sxes and 
Sevens, he begins to have S:cond Thoughts; 
and ſays to hys Folks, What have you a'l 
been doing ? How are all things out of or- 
der ? 
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The Garren Fig-tree. 05 
der? I am 1 cannot tell what behind hand 3 
one mav ſee if a Man be but alittle a tos 

{ fide, that you haye neither Wiſdom, nor 

. } Prudence to order things, And now, 1n- 
4 ſtead of ſeeking to ſpend the reſt of his 
"time to God, he doubleth his Dilizence after 
this Wirld : Alas; all muſt not be loſt, we 
mult have provident care, And thus quite 
forgetting the Sorrows of Death, the Pains 

Of Hell, the Promiſes and Vows which he 

| Fade to God to be better; Becauſe Judge- 

tent was nt-( now _) ſpeedily executed, 
 Therefive the Heart of this poor Creature ts 

(2 ſet in him te do evil, 

3. Theſe things proving ineffeual, God 

© HKabes hold of his Ax azain, ſends Death to a 

» Wife,to a Child,to his Cattle, C Tour young 

S Hen have I ſlain, and taken away your 

S F#rivrſes, Amos 4, 9, 20, ) I will blaſt him, 

S &roſfs him, diſappoint him, and eaſt him 

- FAoin; and willſet my ſeif againſt him,in all 

's Fhat he putteth bis hand unto, At this the 

a {poor barren Profeſſr cries out again, Lord, 

© 1I have finned, ſpare me once more, I be- 

d purony thce. O take not away the deſire of 

5 Kmane Eyes 5 ſpare my Children, bleſs me in 

1 *myLabours,and I will mend and be better / 

r- {No, faith God, youlied to me laſt time, I 

&, will 
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will truſt you in this no longer ; and with» 
al, tumbles the Wife,the Child, the Eſtate, +» 
-into a Grave. And then returns to his | 
place, till this Proteſſor more unfeignedly } 
acknowledgeth his Offence, Hbſ. 5. 14, 15. { 
At this the poor Creature 15 affli&Ged and * 
diſtreſſed, rends his Clothes,and begins to | 
call the breaking of his Promiſe and Yows \; 
to mind ; he mourns and prays, and like i 
Ahab, a while walks ſoftly, at- the rememe. © 
brance of the Juſineſs of the Hand of God L 
upon him. And now he renews his Pro» 
miſes, Lord, try me this one tzme more, take | 


F. 
T: 
"o 


off thy Hand and fec ; They g0 far that never |, 
turn, Weil, God ſpareth him again, ſets - 
down his Ax again: Many times he did 
deliver them, but they provoked him with \þ 
their Counſels, and were brought low for F 
their Iniquities, Plal. 106. 43. Now they g, 
ſeem to be thankful again, and are as if; 
they were reſolved to be godly indeed. Now, 
they Read, they Pray, they go to Mcetings, 4, 
and feem to be ſerious a pretty while,but aty.. 
liſt they forget. Their Luſts pricks them, 
ſuitable Temptations preſent themſ-lyes ; 
wherefore they turn to their own crooked 
Ways again. Pal, 78. 34, 36. When he ſl:p 
them, then they Jougbt him, aud returne 
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l® (ily after God; nevertheleſs they ard flatt 4 
> Yhin with their Mouth, and lied unto him with 
15 #their Tongue. 
Y | 4. Yetagain,the Lord will not leave this 
5+ IProfeſſor, but takes up his 4x again, and 
id puts him under a more heatt-icarehing Mt- 
to Pniſtry, a Miniſtry that ſhall ſearch him,and 
Ws "turn him oyer and over 3 a Miniftry that 
e ſhall mect with him, as El/:jahb met with 
M- {hab, in all his As of wickedneſs, ” and 
od Iw the Ax is laid tothe Roots of the Trees.) 
'0* Beſides, this Miniſtry doth not only ſearch 
ke Fthe Heart, but preſents the Sinner with the 
ver Yoolden Rays of the glorious Goſpel : Now is 
ets Chriit Feſus ſet forth evidently , . now is 
14 Grace diſplayed ſweetly ; now,now are tht 
#8 Promiſes broken like Boxes of Ointment to 
19 Jhe perfuming of the whole Room. But, 
1ey Þ/5, there is yet no Fruit on this Fiz-tree, 
* Vile his Heart 1s ſearching, he wrangles; 
OW Arhile the glorious Grace of the Goſpel is 
8-unvailing, this profeſſor wags and is wan- 
* tron, gathers up ſome ſcraps thereof, taſtes 
2 good Word of God, and the Powers of 
ge World to come, Heb. 6, $. drinks in 
1e Rain that comes oft upon him, ver, 7. 
ut bringeth not forth Fruit meet for hin 
/2oſe Goſpel it is 5 ver. 8. tabes no keed to 
c E wa! 
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walk inithe Law of the Lord God of iſrael with? 
all his Heart, 2 Kiags 10, 3Zl- but counts] 
that the Glory ofthe Goſpel eonlifts in talk] 
2nd ſhew, and that our Obedience thereto] 
15 a inatter of Specalation 3 that good Works] 
lie in good Wids; and if they can finely? 
talk, they think they bravely pleaſe God.: 
They think the Kingdom of God confiſts,, 
only in Word, not in Power : *and thus; 
proves ineffeual this feurth Means alſo. & 

5. Well, now the Ax begins to be heay-J; 
ed higher, for now indeed God 1s ready} 
to {mite the Sinner 3 yet before he _ 
ſkrike the ſtroak, he will try one way wore) 
at the laſt ; and if that miſfleth, down gres't 
the Fizztree, Now this laſt way, 1s to tus] 
and flrive with this Profeſſor by his Spirit, | 
Wherefore the Spirit of the Lord 1s now 1 
come to him, but not always to firove with | 
Man, Gen. 6. 8. Yes for ſome while hey 
will ftrive with him, he will awaken, the; 
will convince, he will call to remembrancey 
former Sins, former Judgements,the breach; 
of former Vows and Promiſes, the miſpend- 
ing of former days 3 he will allo preſents 
perſwafive Arguments, encouraging Promi-! 
ſcs, dreadful judgements, the ſhortneſs of 
time to repent in, -and that there 15 kope ii 
he 
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vit) he come, Further, he will ſhewy him the 
ants FCertainty of Death, and Judgement to 
talkJcome; yea, he will pull and ftrive with this 
retofSinner, But, behold, the miſchief now lies 
orbAhere, here is tugging and ſtriving on both 
nely{fides, The Spirit convinces, the Man turns 
od.'a deaf Ear to God: The Spirit ſaith, Re- 
tiſts}ceive my Inftrution and liye 3 but the ar 
Thus pulls away his Shoulder : the Spirit ſhews 
, Shimwhither he is going, but the Man cloz 
av-Jcth his Eyes againſt it 3 the Spirit offereth 
adyviolence, the Mar ſtrives and reſiſts : They 
nillſhev done Deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, 
aoreJHeb, 10. 29, The Spirit parlieth a ſecond 
20es time, and urgeth Reaſons of a new nature ; 

tug but the Sinner anſwers, No, TI have loved 
writ, ſtrangers, and after them will I go. At this 
noiv Gods Fury comes up into his Face, now 
with he comes out of his Holy Place, and is ter- 
e heftible ; now He ſweareth in his Wrath, they 

heYball never enter intohis Reſt : Texerciſed to- 
anceyvards you my Patience,and ſmote you in 
achd;ourPerſon, Relations and Eſtate, yet you 
znd-Hhave not turned unto me, ſaith the Lord. In 
$#-» hineſs ts lewneſszhecauſe IT have purged 
J/-ce, and thou wait m7 purged, thou ſhall not 
F- purged from thy filthineſs any mare, till 
canſe my Fury to reſt pon thee. Erzck. 24. 
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13. Cut it dawn, why cumbers it the Ground 2 
The Secon/ S1:n, that ſuch a Profcilor 
15 almoſt (C if not quite_) paſt Grace, is, | 
when God hath <iv'n him over, 5s lets him" 
alone, and ſuffers !:im to do any tinng, and ? 
that without Controle, helpeth him not ei- * 
ther in Works of Holincfs, or in Straits 
and Difficulties, Ephraim is joined to Idels, 
tet him alone, Hoſ,q.i17. Wo be io then 
when I depart from them. 1 will lauzh at 
their Calamities, and will mock when their © 
Fear cometh. Prov. 24—28. | 
Barren Fiz-tree, thou haſt heretofore / 
becu digged about and dunged, God's Mat- |} 
tock hath keretofore been at tay roots,Go-: ; 
Tpel-dung hath heretofore been applied to; 
thee; thou kaſt_ heretofor< been ſtrove with, 
convinced, awakened, made to taſte and | 
ſee, and cry, O the BleſSedneſs / Thou haſt f 
heretofore been met with under the word 35, 
thy Heart hath melted, thy Spirit hath tal-}, 
len, thy Soul hath trembled, and thou haſty 
felt fomething of the power of the Goſpel, j 
But thou haſt finned, thou haſt provoked} 
the Eyes of Ins Glory, thy Iniquity 15 foundy, 
to be hateful 3; and now perhaps God hath 
left thee, given thee up, and lets thee alone, c 
Heretoforc® 
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.1 2 Heretofore thou waſt tender, +. thy Con- 
{;,p {{cience ſtartled at the Temptation to Wice 

In ſkednels , for thou wert taken off trom the 
Ire  pollutians of the World,through the knowleds 
and le eur Lord and Saviour Jelus Chridt, 2 Pet. 


'2, 20,21,22, But that very Vomit that once 


_ 'thou wertt turned from, now thou [appeſt up 
W * ( with the Doz in the Proverb) again; and 


EY that ycry AMire that onee thou ſeemedſ? to 
#7 to be waſhed from, thou now art. tumbling 
; -w 7n afreſh. But to particularize, there are 
el Free Signs of a Man's being given over of 
: iGod, 
orIey 1. Whenhe islet alone in Sinning, when 
Ut hs reins of bis Lufts ores looſed, and he gi= 
_ yen up to them. And even as they did nad 
> 0 Iibe to retain God in their knowl: die, God 
ith, gave then over to a Reprobate Mind, to do 
-_ thoſe things which are not conventent 3 beins 
ny filled with all Unrighteouſns/s, Rom. 1. 23, 
y , 29,Sceſt thou a Man y heretofore had the 
Knowledge of God,. and ſome awe of Maje- 
- po Ay upon him; I ſay,ſceſt thou ſuch an one, 
pe qoporting himſelf in his ovwn Decetvings, Rom, 
=_ « 30, ZI. turning the Grace of our God. 
wa Into Laſciviouſneſs, aud walking after his 
"I pwn ungodly Luſts ? his judgement now 
261 a long time lingereth not, and his Dam 
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nation ſlumbereth not, 2 Pet, 2.13. Doſt 5 
thou ltear barren Proteflor : ? It naps yn 


tenneſs ot the Ir hurts by the juſt Judge-W1 
ment of God_) permitted, be1np paſt fecling 7 
to givethemſelves over uttto Laſciviouſnels, Jt 
fo work all Uncleannejs with greedineſs, Epi. 
4+ 18, 19. A great number of ſuch were inO! 
*ho Grſt Goſpel- Uay $5 a24inlk whom Peter, 
and Fes, and Jo pronounced the heavy! 
ge ment of Gad. Peter and Fad: cou-| 
e the with the falten 4nzels, 2 Pet 2. 3, 
4, $, 6, 7. and Prayer is forbid to be made $4 
for them, 2cauſe that is nappened to them T/ 
that happs ned to the Angels that fell, Jude þ 
v.6, Who for forſaking their fuſt State, and 
Hexving their own Habitation, are reſerved a7 
in Chains under everlaſting Darkneſs, unts) 
the Fudrement of the great Day. 5 
I. Theſe arc beyond all Mercy. 2. They 
are beyond all Promiſes. 3. Beyond all 4 
hopes of Repentance. 4. They have no In-F'* 
terceſſor, nor any more ſhare in a Sacrifice 
for Sin. $5. There remains nothing but al 
fearful looking for off Judgement. Where-1 
fare, 6, They are the true Fugitives and} 
Vagabonds. 
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oft Vagabonds, that being left of God, of 
ng ;hriſt, of Grace, and of the Promiſe, and 
; of Þeing beyond all hope, wander and ſtraggle 


0 and fro, eyen as the Devil their Afﬀeoci- 
te, untill their time fhall come to dic, or 
Wntil they deſcend into battle and periſh. 
nz 2. Wherefore they are let alone in hear- 
fs, Ing. If theſe at any time come under the 
1. Word, there is for them 9 God, no fayour 
in Of the means of Grace,no ſtirrings of Kearr, 
., Þo pity for themlelyes, n love to their own 
Dalvation. Let them look on this hand or 
That, there they ſee ſuch Effet) of the 
ord in others as produce Signs of Repen- 
ance, and. Loye to Ged and his Chriſt, 
»m Theſe Men only have their Backs bowed d1gn 
de @tway, Rom, 11.10. Theſe men o1ly have ths 
nd Witt of Slumber, Eyes that they (hould not ſee, 
\ed And Ears that they ſhould not hear to this very 
1tg Pay. Wherefore as they go to the place of 
the Holy 3 So they come from the Place of the 
ey #0ly, and ſoon are forgotten in the Places where 
alle» ſo did, Eccl, 8. 10, Only they reap this 
n- Pamage, They treaſure up Wrath agains$t the 
ay of Wrath, and revelation of the righteo:ss 
[agement of God, Rom. 2.3, 4,5. Look 
Þ it, barren Profeſſor. 
F 3. Ifhe beviſited after the common way 
E 4 of 
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of Mankind, c:ther with Sickneſs, Diſtreſs, * 
cr any kind of Calamity, Fill no God ap-« 
pears, uo fandifying Hand of God, no ſpe-' 
cial Met cy i5 mixed with the Afflition.But] 
he falls fick, and grows well, {be the Beaſt F 
or 15 under Diſtreſs, as Saxl, who when" 
he was engaged by the Philiſtines, was © 
forſiken and left of God; xr Sam. 28. 
eg, 6. And the Phaliſiines gathered them 
jelves together, and caine and pitched in Shu- 
nein ; and Saul gathered all Tſrael tozether, x 
and they caine iis pitched at Gilboa : And% 
when Saul ſaw th 1h of the Philiſtinss, het 
WAS ajrald, ana bi, Heart greatly trembled." 
4nd when Saul enguired of the Lord, the Lord 
anſwered him no more, neither by Dream, nor 
by Urim, 727 by Prophets, The Lord an- ' 
fiwecred him ns more,he had done with him, 
5 
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caſt him ofr,and rcje&ted him, and left him 
to ſtand and fall with his Sins by himſelf, 
But of this more in the Concluſion, therefore 
I hcre forbear, 

4. Theſe men may go whither they will,* 
do what they will; they may range from 
Opinion to Opinion, from Notion to Nos! 
tion, from Se to SeF, but are ſtedfaſt no! 
where,they are left to their own Uncertain- 
ties: they haye not Grace to eftabliſh theiry 
He arts : 
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efc, © Hearts; and tho ſome of them have boaſted 
:n. | themſelyes of. this Liberty, yet Jude calls 
ap* G P-p VP ; » jp . of 
oe-! them wandering Stars, to whom i veſerve 
But #e blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, Vere 13. 
aſt & They arc left, as I ſaid,to be Fugitives and 
en} Vagabonds in the Earth, to wander eyery 
cn | 
vas. here, but to abide no where, until they 
. , } inall deſcend 70 their own place, ( Aﬀt.1.g.J 
bh with Cain and 71d, Men of the ſame Fate 
| with themſelyes. 
11u- 
wo | A Third Sign that ſuch a profeſſor is quite 
Ind: - ? j 
ho) Paſt Grace, is; when his Heart is grown ſo 
1. hard, fo ſtony and impenctrable, that no- 
11 4119ing will pierce it. Barren Fig-tree, deſt 
_ 304 conſider ? A hard aud 7penitent Heart 
1S the Curſe of God. A Heart that cannot 
m. <Peut,1s inſtead of all Plagues at once: And 
im ence it is that God ſaid of Pharaoh, Exod. 
im | Set 4wn + 
If, £9 14+ when he ſpake of delivering him up 
Ire |? the greatneſs ot his Anger, 1 nll at this 
zine Jend all my Plagues upon thy Heart. 
1nE To ſome Men that haye grievoully ſinned 
*Junder a Profcfiion of the Goſpel, God gi- 
cth this Token of his Diſpleaſure, they are 
enicd the Power of Repentance , their 
cart 15 bound, they cannot repent : It is 
Ampolitble that they ſhould ever repent, 


E 5 ſhould 
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ſhould they live a thouſand years; 7: 7s | 
:mpaſſible fpr thaſe Fall-a-ways to be renewed F 
azain unto Repentance, ſeeing they crucify to 
themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put 
him to open ſhame, Heb. 6. 4, $5, 6. Now to h 
h. ve the heart ſo hardned,ſo judicially hard- 8 
nec, 1s as a bar put in by Gpd againſt the | 
Salvation of this Sinner. This was the nn 
burden of Sp:ras Complaint, I cannot de its L 
O now I cannot ao it. ; 
This Man fees what he hath done, what ! 
ſhould help him, and what will become of 
mim, yet he cannot repent; he pulledaway 
his ſhoulder before, lie ſtopped his Ears be- 
fore, he ſhut up his Eyes before, and in 
that very Poſture God leſt him, and fo he! 
ſands to this yery Day. I haye fancied that 
Z53;% Wife, when turned into a Pillar off 
Salt, { Get.. 19. 26.) ſtood yet looking over 
cr houlder, or elſe with her Face towards; 
$141»: ; as the Judgement caught her, fo ity - 
bound her, 2nd lef: her 2 monument of. 
God's anger to afcer-Generations, ke 
We read of ſome that are ſeared with an 
* Tron. and that are pai feeling; foro _ 
Cape Perſons, in ſeared parts are. Their 
Confcience is ſeared, 1 Tim: 4.2. The Con-! 
ſcience is the thing that muſt bc — 
wit 
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ith feeling, Fear and Remorſe,if ever any 
1 | ood be done with the Sinner. How then 
an-any good be done to thoſe whoſe Con- 
tence 1s worſe than that, that is faſt aſleep 
n ſn? Eph. 4.19. For that Conſcience 
hat is faſt aſleep, may yet be effetually 
" kwakened and ſaved : but that Conſcience 
$þ:t is ſeared, dried, as it were, intoa Cn- 
- Wer, can never have ſenſe, feeling, or the 
leaſt regret in this World. Barren Fig: tree, 
hearken, judicial hardning s dreadſul. There 
95 a difference betwixt that hardneſs of 
cart that is incident to all men, and that 
hich comes upon ſome as a ſignal or ſpecial 
udgement of God : and although all kind 
bf hardncſs of heart, in ſome ſenſe may be 
© Ealled a Judgement, yet tobe hardned with 
ut ſecond kind, 1s a Judgement peculiar 


al nly to them that periſh ; an hardneſs that 
py S ſent as a Putiiſhment, for the Abufe of light 
Feceived, for a reward of Apoftacy, 

i” This Zudicial Hirdneſs is diſcoyered 
©" from that which is incident to all Men, in 

Thicſe Particulars : : 

"x 1. Itis an hardneſs coming after ſome 
reat Light received : Becauſe of ſome great 
n committed againſt the Light, and the 
1 Grace that gave it, Such Hardneſs as Pha- 
h 


[0 
1r 


er, and that to bind the Soul up in an im- 
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ravh had, after the Lord had wrought won-flp 
derouſly before him : Such Haraneſs as theſH 
Gentiles had, an Hardneſs that darkned theſſ 7 
Heart, an Hardneſs which made their miadsF/e, 
reprobete. Tis Hardneſs is alſo the ſameſſri 
with that the Hebrews arc cautioned to be4P; 
ware of ( Heb. 3. 7. &c._) an Hardneſs thatfo' 
ts caulcd by Unbelic f, and departing fromJn 
the Living God; an Hardneſs compleated} 1c 
through the deceitfulneſs of Sin: ſuch as that /i 
in the Provocation,of whom God (varc,thaty B 
they ſhould not cuter into his Reſt, Twas] 
tis kind of Aerdneſs alſo that both Cain, I 5: 
maet,and Ejwy were hardned with,after they} 
nad committed their great Tranſzreſſ ons, |) 

2, It is. the greateft kind of Hardneſs, 
and hence they are faid to be harder thank 1 
an Rock, Jer. 5,3. or than an ddamanty 17 
Lech. 7. 13+ that 1s, harder than a Flint : 


S0 hard that noth ing can enter, 
*D It 15, an HY a2ls given in much An-! 


poſſihility of Repentance. 

4. it 15an Hardneſs therefore that is in-| 
curable, of? Willci 4 man mult ale 4d be 
damncd. Barien Prefeſſor, hearien to this 


_ 7 ay © y 'y [ 
A-FIx! * S299 nat 4 tb '1aPI9 ef 6) 15 Quite 
paſt 
% « 
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2n-Jpaſt Grace, is, when he fortifies his hard 
theBHeart againſt the tenor of God's Word, 
theſſ 7ob g. 4. &c, This is called hardning them 
adg/elves azainſt God, and turning of the Spiz 
meſſrit azainft him. As thus, when after a 
be4Profeffion of Faith in the Lord Jeſus, and 
22tf of the Dorine that 1s according to Godlt- 
mJ neſs, they ſhallembolden themſelves incours 
ed} ſes of Sin, by promiſing themſelves that they 
lat] hall have Life andSalvation notwithſhanding. 
ity Barren Profeſſor, hearken to this. This 
ras Man is called, ( Deut. 29. 18.) Aroot thet 
ef beareth Gall and Weirmwond, or a Poiſonful 
ey} Herb; ſuch an one is abomintated of God , 
yea, the abhorred of his Soul. For this 
{5,4 Man ſaith, v. 19. I ſhall have Peace; though 
ani I wall in the Imagination or Stubborneſs of 
wll my Feart,to add Drunkeneſs to Thirſt: an 
* :Y Opinion flat againſt the whole word of God, 
; yea againtt the very Nature of God himſelf, 
n-# Wherefore he adds, D-ut, 19. 20, Then 
1-4 the Anger of the Lord, and his Fealouſie 
# (Pall ſmaabh azain$t that Man ; and all the 
1-K Curſes that are written in Gods Book ſhall lie 
upon hint, and God ſhall blot out his Name 
fr0/2 utder Heaven, 
Ye:, that Man {hall not fail to be effe- 
Qually deſtroyed 3 wver/. 21. Tae Lord ſhall 
ſeperate 
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ſeparate thar Man unto evil, out of all the 
Tribes of Iſrael, according to all the Curſes of 
the Covenant. x 
He ſhall ſeparate him unto Evil 3 He ſhall 
give him up, he ſhall live him to his Heart; þ 
he ſhall ſeparate him to that, or t/o/e that 
will affuredly be too hard for him. , 
Now this Judgement iscffe@ed when God 
has given a Man up unto Satan, and giyen | 
Satan leave, wiihout fail, to compleat his |} 
Deſtruftion. I fay, when God has given Sa» F. 
fan leave effeually to compleat his Deſtrudi- 
en: For all that are delivered up unto S4- 
tan,have not,nor do not come to this End, 
But that 15 the Man, whom God ſhall ſepa- 
rate to Evil, and ſhall /eave in the Hands of. &; 
Satan, to compleat, without fail, his Deſtru- 
&9n. 
Thus he ſerved Ahab, a Man that ſold. 
himſelf to worþ Wichedneſs in God*s fight, ® 
I King. 21. 25. And the Lord ſaid, Who | 
Fall perſwade Ahab, that he may go up, and * 
fall at Ramoth-Gilead ? And one ſaid on this | 
manner,. and another ſaid on that manner : F, 
And there came forth a Spiri!, and flood before |, 
the Lord, and ſaid, I will perſwade him, | 
1 King, 22, 20, 21, 22» And the Lord ſaid | 
unte him, Wherewith? and he ſaid, I will go | 
forth, 
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: prth, and be a lying Spirit in the mouth of all 
of Prophets. And he ſaid, Tyou (halt per- 
all wade him, and prevail alſo z gofarth, and ds 
my Thou fhalt perſwade him, and prevail; 
” Bo thy will, I leayc him in thy hand ; Go 
rth, and do ſo, 
| Wherefore in theſe ]udgements,the Lord 
ach concerns himſelf for the management 
Shereof, becauſe of their Proyocation of him.. 
"> Whis is the Man, Wooſe Ruin contriveth, and 
#.” Srinzeth to paſy by his own contrivance. I will 
hue their deluſions fer them 3; I will bring 
J heir fears upon themIſa. 66, 4. I will chuſe 
* their Devices, or the Wickedneſleſs that 
heir Hearts contrive. I, even I, will cauſe 


ft Fhem to be accepted of, and delightful to 
* Fhem. But who are they that muſt thus 
7 ſeared ? Why, thoſe among Profeſſors, 
= Waat have choſen their own ways, whoſe Soul 


'? Weltghts in their own Abominations. 
; * Becauſe they received not the Love of the 
ruth, that they might be ſaved; for this 
* Rcauſe God ſhall ſend them ftrong Deluſions, 
, that they ſhauld believe a Lie, that they all 
* Emght be damned, who believed not the Truth, 
, but bad pleaſure in Unrizhteouſneſs, God 
ball ſend them.) It is a great Word : Yea, 
" $&0d ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſions 3 m_ 
1 I0Ns 


NY . 
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fions that ſhall do,that ſhaſl make them be- # 
lieve a Lie, Why ſo * That they all mizht 8 
be damned, every one of them, rho believed not | 
the Truth, but had pleaſure i in Unrizhteonſneſs, | 
2 Theff, 0-30; 443 5 
There is nothing more proyoking to the | 
Lord, than for a wan to promiſe, when i 
God threatneth ; for a Man to be light of F 
conceit, that ne ſhall be ſafe, and yer to be Bf 
more wicked than in former days: This $ 
Man's Soul abhors the Truth of God, no Þ 
marycl therefore 1t Gcd's Soul abhors him : | 
he has invented a way couree _ to Gos, to | 
bring about-hts own Salvation 3 no maryel, 
therefore, 1t God invent a way to bring a= 
bout his Damnation. And ſeeing that 
theſe Rebeis areat this Point, We ſhall have 
Peace; God will ſee whoſe Word ſhal ſtand. 
His or theirs, 


A Fif-h Sign of a Man being paſt Grace, 
When he ſhall at rhis,ſcoft,and inward 
1 ws and fret againſt the Lord, lecretly 
purpoling to continue his Courſe, and put | 
all to the venture,deſpiſing the Meſſengers 
cf the Lord. He that deſpiſed Moſes*s Law, 
died without Mercy; of how much ſorer Pu- 
niſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought wore 
thy, 
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* by, who hath trodden under fart the Son of * 
God? &c. Heb. 10, 28, 
” 3 Wherefore againſt theſe DefpiicrsGod has 
8 /:t himſelf, and foretold, that chevy al not 
© bclicye but periſh. Bebo/z ye Deſpiſers, won- 
3 der,and periſh; for I worh a Work in your days, 
S which ye ſhall in no wiſe belizve, th) a Man 
© declare it unts you, Aﬀts 13, 41. 


After that thou ſhalt cut 1t down, 


Ss Thus far we have treated of the Barren 
J Fi--tree, or fruitleſs Profeſior, with ſome 
Signs to know him by 3 whereto are added 
alſo ſome Sizns of thoſe who neither will. 
4 or can, by any means, be fruitful, 54ut muſt 
I miſerably periſh. Now being come to the 
$ time of Exceution, I fhall ſpeak a word to 
# that alſo, After that thou ſhall cut it down. } 
* Chriſt at laſt turns the Barren F1z2-tree oyer 
7 to the Juſtice of God, ſhakes his Hands of 
7 him, and gives him up to the Fire for bis une 
; profitableneſs. 


Thou ſhalt cut it down. _) 


Two things are here to be conſidered, 
1. The 
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I, The Ex:cutioner, Thou, the great, 
the dreadful;the Eternal God. Theſe words 
therefore, as I have already ſaid, fignify 
that Chriſt the Mediator, through whom 
alone Salyvtion cones, and by whom alone 
Executron hath been deferred, now giveth 
ap the Soul, farbears to ſpcar one Sy//able 
more for him,or to do the leaft At of grace 
further,to try for his Recoyery; but delivers 
him up to that fearful Diſpenſation,to fall ins 
to the Hands of the livin; Gaa, Heb. 10, 3t. 

2, The Second to be contidered, 1s, The 
Inſtrument by which this Execution ts done, 
and that is Death,compared here to an 4x; | 
and foraſmuch as the Tree 1s not felled at 
one Blow,therefore the ſtrokes areherc con» 
tinucd, till all the blows be ſtruck that are 
requiſite for its fellixg :; For now cutting- 
time, and cuttin;-work 15 come, cutting | 
muſt be his Portion, till he be eut down. 
After that thou ſhalt cut it down, \ Death, I 


ſay, is the Ax, that God often uſes,there-' Yi 


with to take the barren Fz2-tree out of the | 
Vineyard, out of a Proteffizn, and alſo 
out of the World at once. But this Ax is 
now new-ground, it gometh well edged to 
the Roots of this Barren Fiz-!ree, It hath 
been whetted by Sin, by the Law, and by 

a 
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firmal Protefſion, and therefore mutl,and 
ill make deep 21ſhes, not only in the nas 
fy Mural Life, but in the Heart and Coofcience 
m Wlſo of this Profeflor : Toe wazes of Sin is 
te WDeath, the flinz of Death is ſin, 1 Cor, 15. 
th Wherefore Death comes not to this Man 
le Ms he doth to Saints, myv>led, or without 
e Wis Sting, but with open Mouth, in all his 
's WMlrength 3 yea, he ſends hs Firſt:born, 
i» Which is Guilt, to devour his ſtrength, and 
'» Wo bring him to the King of Terrovs, Job 18, 
13, 14, 

But to give you, wa few Particulars, 
he manner of this Man's dying. 

1. Now he hath his fruitleſs Fruzts be- 
leaguer him round hisBed,together withal 
the Bands and L2g1ons of his other Wicked- 
" Wiels, 7s own Iniquittes ſhall tabs the wic- 
' Whed himſelf, and he (hall be holden in the 
 WCord's of his [ins, Prov. 5. 22. 

Y 2. Now ſome terrible diſcovery of God 

$15 made out unto him,to tie perplexing and 

F terrifying of his guilty Conſcience : God ſhal 

caſt upon him, and not ſpare ; and he ſhall be 
afraid of that which # hizh, Job 27. 22, 
3. The dark entry heis to go thro, will 

TY be a fore Amazemeant unto him; For fear 
”all be in the way, Ecclel. 12. 5. yea, Ter- 
rors 
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rers ill rake hold on him, when he ſhall # 
i: the yawning Jaws of Deathtogape upon 
1:n,and the Dorrs of the Shadow of Death % 
open to give him pallage out of the World. | 
Now who __ Neet mc 1n this dark entry; Y 
how fh.!l I paſs through this dark entry 
into = r wW orid ! % 
4. For by reaſon of Guilt, and a ſhak-'l 
ins of Conſcience, b's Life 1 2111 bans incon- 
tinval Doub; 7s hum, and he {| all bs afraid F 
Day ana Nieht, Dcut. 2 22. 56,657. and ſhall F 
have no affurarce of his Life. : 
'P Now alfo want will come up againd 
him, he will come up /ibe an = Man, 
There is a terrible Army to him that is 
graceleſs in heart, and fruitle(s 1n Life. This | 
want will continually cry 1a thine Ears, | 
here 1s a new Birth 1 wanting, 4 new Heart, 
and a new Spirit wanting 3 here 1s Faith, | 
Love, and Repentance, the Fcar of God, 
ani a good Converſation wanting; Thou 
art weighed in the Ballance, and art found 
wanting, Dan, 5. 27, 
6 Together with theſe, ſtand by the | 
Companions of Death, Death aiid Hcll, Death 
ad Deyils. Death and endlcis Torment in 
tiic everlaſting Flames of deyouring Fire. | 
Waen God ſhall corre up unto the People, he 
will 3 
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nuade them with his Troops, Hab. 3.15. 
But ho y will this Man die 2 Cain h's 
© nzw endure, or can his Hands be 
zf EzCK 22-14 « 
Wo God, and Chriſt, and Pity have: /, 
Wn - Sin againſt Light, againſt Mercy, a! £4 
We Lons-lufferins of God,is come up agnnlt 
Win; his Hope and Confidence nw lye a 
F "as by £171, and his Conſcience fotters and 
Wakes continually within him, 
S 2, Dcath is at his work, cutting of him 
own, hewing both Back and Heart, both 
WBody and Soul a-ſunder : The Man groans, 
ut D-ath hears him not ; he looks ghaſt- 
ly,carefully,deje&edly ; he figns,he Lweats, 
3 ie trembles, but Death matters nothing. 
3. Fc irfal Cozttatinns hat his Miſgty- 
3 EY direful Appreheaſion s of God terrify 
grim, Now he hath time to think what 
Fthe Loſs of Heaven will be, and what the 
FTorme:ts of Hell will be ; nov he looks 
280 way but he 15 frighted, 
& 4. Now would he liye, but may not; he 
would live tho at were but the life of a bed- 
rid Man, but muſt not. He that cats him 
Fdown, l5rays him, as the Feller of Wood 
Ywajs the tottering Tree > Now this way, 
Fthea that : at laſt a Root breaks, an Heart- 
firing, 


118 The Barren Afig-tree. 
firing, aty Eye-ſtring ſnaps alunder. ; 

5. And now covld the Soul be annihilated, 
or brought to nothing, how happy would 1} 
count it ſelf / bat it ſees that may not be,j 
Wherefore it is put to a wonderful ftrait ; 
ſtay in the Body it mav not, go out of the 
Body it dares not. Life is going, the Blood 
ſcttles in the F/-/þ ; andthe Lungs being no 
more able to drawBreath thro the Noſtrils, 
at laſt out g5es the weary trembling Soul, 
who 1s immediately ſeized by Devils, who 
lay lurking in every hole 1n the Chamber 
for that very purpoſe : Ris Friends take care 
of the Body, wrap ic up 1n the Sheet of 
Coffin ; bur the Soul is out of their thought 
aud reach, going down to the Chambers of 
Death. 


$ 


I had thought to have enlarged, but I for- 
bear : God, who: teaches Man to profit, 
bleſs this brief and plain Diſcourſe to thy 
Soul, who yet ſtandeſt a Profeffor in the 
Land of the Living, among the Trees of 
his Garden. Amen. | 
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PEACE and UN[TY. 


Ephel, 4. 3. 
» ht [/ndeavonring to keep the Unity of the 
5 of Spirit m the Bond of Peace. 


| Eloved, Religion is the great Bond 
of hamane Society, and it were 


for- 
oft, well if it ſelf were kept within the 
thy Bond of Unity ; and that 1t may 


d be, let us, according to the Text, uſe 
our utmoſt endeayours to beep the Unity of 
Foe Spirit in the Bond of Peace, 
Theſe Words contain a Counſel and a 
lution: the Counſel is, That we endea- 
our the Unity of the Syirit , the Caution 
S, That we doit in the Band of Peace : as if 
, he 
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he ſhould izy, I would haye you live in 
Unity,but yet I wouid have you to be care-| 
ful, that you do not purchaſe Unity wath 
the breach of Charity. 

Let us therefore be caution'd that we do 
not ſo preſs after Unity in Prattice and Opt: 
nion,as to break the Bond of Peace and At- 
fection. 


In the handling of theſe Words; I ſhal obs 
{ſerve tliis Mcthod, 


Firſt, 1 ſhall open the Senſe of the Text. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew wherein this Unity 
and Peace confift, | 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſhew you the Fruits and 
Benefits of 1t , together with nine Incon- 
yeniences and Miſchiefs that attend. thole 
Churches where Unity and Peace are want- 
108, 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, 1 ſhall give you 
twelve Dircations and Mottves for the ob 
taining of them. 


Firſt, As touching the ſenſe of the Text: 
When we are countellcd to keep the Unit 
of the Spirit, we are not to vaderſtand th 
Spirit of God, as perſonally ſo conſidered; 


@Q becauſc 


to Peace and Unity. 
ecauſe the Spirit of God 1a that ſenſe, 1s 


c- Wot capable of being divided ; and fo there 


puld be no nced for us to cadeavour to 
eep the Unity of it. 

By the unity of the Spirit then, we as 
SM underſtand,thatlanity of Nind which tite 
pirit of God ealls for, and requires Chriſti. 
ns to endeavour after ; hence it is that we 
reexhorted, by one Spirit, with one Mind, 


bo Frive together for the Faith of the Goſpel, 


hil. x. 27. But further :-The Apoſtle in 
heſe words alludes to the ſtate and come 
Poſition of a Natural Body,and thereby in- 
vr ms us, that the Myftical Body of Chriſt 
olds an Analogy with the Natural Body of 

Man : As, - | 

1, In the Natural Body there mutt be a 
pirit to animate it, for the Body without 
We Spirit is dead, Fares 2. 26. So it is in 

he Myſtical Body of Chriſt ; the Apoſtle 
0 ſooner tells us of that one body, but he 

inds us of that one Spirit, Eph. 4. 4. 

2. The Body hath Joints and Bands to 
nite all the parts ; ſo hath the Myſtical Bo- 
Fy of Chriſt, Col. 2, 19, This is that Bond 
tf Peace mentioned in the Text, asalſo in 

16th Verſe of the ſame Chapter, where 
ie whole Body is {aid to be fitly joined to. 
F gether, 
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gether, and compatted, by that which ey: 
ry Joint ſupplicth, 

3, The Natural Body reccives Counſe 
and Nouriſhnent from the Head 3; fo dot! 
the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, -*he is thei 
Counſellor, and him they muſt hear ; heng 
it is that the Apoſtle coimplaineth, Col, 2 
19. of ſome that did not hold the: Head 
irom which the whole Body by Joints and 
Bands hath Nouriſhment. 

4. The Natural Body cannot well ſubſif 
it either the Spirit. be. wounded, or thi 
Joints broken or diſlocated ; the Body can} 
not bear a wounded or. broken Spirit : 


_ Spirit drieth the Bones, Prev. 17. 22Yv 


And a wounded S)irit who can bear ? © Pro 
18. 14. And on the other hand,how ofte! 
have the disjointings of the Body, and the 
breaking thereof,occaltoned the Expiratic 
of the Spirit ? In like manner it fares wit 
the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, how do diyid 
Spirits break the Bonds of Peace, which att 
the Joints of his Body ? And how do th 
breakings of the Body and Church of Ghri 
weund the Spirit of Chriſtians, and ofrer 
times occaſion the Spirit andLite of Chriſti 
amty to languiſh, 1f not to expire ? Hol 
accdtul 15 it then that we endeayour # 
Uni! 


fo Peace and Unity. ; 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace ? 


Secondly, now come to ſhew you where- 
in this Unity and Peace confift, and this I 
ſhall demonſtrate 1n five particulars. 

1. This Unity and Peace may confift in 
the ignorance of many Truths, and in the 
holding of ſome Errors; or elſe this Duty 
of Peace andUnity could not be prafticable 
by any on this fide PerfeRion : but we muſt 
tow endeayour the Unity of the Spirit, till 
we come to the Unity of the Faith, and of 
anfl the Knowledge of the Son of God, Eppef. 

4. 13. Becauſe now ( as the Apoftle ſaith) 
22K ve know in part, and we propheſy in part, 
or and now we ſec thro a Glaſs darkly, 1 Coy. 
cf 13. 12. And as this 15 true in general, ſo 
ng ve may find it true 1t we deſcend to particu- 
0 lar Inſtances; the Diſeiples ſeem to be ip- 
1tFftorant of that great Truth, which they had 
le often and in much plainneſs been taught by 
arFtheir Maſter once and again, C viz.) That 
eh his Kingdom was not of this World, and 
riiflthat in the World they ſhould ſuffer,and be 
enflperſecuted ; yet in A:#s 1.6. weread, That 
ſtiYthey asked of him if he would at this time 
Wreſtore the Kingdom of. /rae! ? thereby dif- 
coyering,that Chriſts Kingdom ( as they 
F 2 thought _) 


| thought) ſhould conſiſt in his Temporal Ju- 
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riſdition-oyer 1/-ae!, which they expeRed 
ſhould now commence and take place as 
mongſt them. Again, our Lord tells them, 
that he had many things to ſay (and theſe 
were many 1mportant Truths) which they 
could not now bear, John'16. 12, and that 
theſe were important Truths, appears by 
V. IO, II. where he is diſcourſing of Rich 
teouſneſS and Fudzement 5 and then adds, that 
he had yet many things to ſay, which they 
could notbear; and thereupon promiſes the 
Comforter to lead them into ALL TRUTH ; 
which implies, that they were yet ignorant}: 
of many Truths, and conſequently held di-Wun 
vers Erors : and yet for all thishe prays for, {! 
and prefſes them to their great duty offjan 
Peace and Unity, John 14.27. & 17.21. Tom 
this may be added that of Heb. 5.11. where. 
the Author ſaith, He had many things tom 
ſay of the Prieftly Ofice of Chriſt, whichic 
by reaſon of their dulneſs,they were not ca-W 
pable to receive; as alſo that in As ro, lt 
where Peter ſeems to be ignorant of that}Nc 
Truth, viz. That the Goſpel was to beſt 
preached to all Nations 3 and contrary here-WC! 
aunts, he crred in thinking it unlawful to 
preach amongſt the Gentzles, I ſhall w_ two 
eEXts 
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Texts more,one in Ads 1.9. where weread, 
that thoſe Diſciples which had been diſc 
pled and baptized by ohn, were yet 1gno- 
rant of the holy Ghoſt, and knew not ( as 
the Text tells us ) whether there were any 
holy Ghoſt or no; tho' John did teach con- 
er Wftantly, That he that ſhould come after him, 
atWſhould baptize with the holy Ghoſt and with 
JW Fire. From hence we may cafily and plain- 
hy infer, that Chriſtians may be ignorant 
atWof many Truths, by reaſon of weak and 
2y dull Capacities, and other ſuch Itke Impe- 
1efdiments, even while thoſe Truths are with 
[Ymuch plainneſs deliyercd to them. Again, 
mwe read, Heb, 5.13. of ſome that werc 
i-gunskilfull in the Word of Rightcouſneſ*, 
r, whe nevertheleſs are called Babes in Chriſt, 
offand with whom Unity and Peace are to be 
"of [fviolably kept and maintained. 

rel. 2. As this Unity ard Pcace may confift 
toi the ignorance of many Traths,and in tl:c 
chYbolding of ſome Errors, ſo it muſt conſiſt 
a-M with (and it cannot confiſt without) the be» 
0. !ieving and praiſing thoſe things which are 
at ncceſlary to Salvation and Church-Commuz 
nion; and they are, Firſt, Believing that 
Chriſt the Son of God dicd for the Sins of 
Men. Secondly, That whocyer bclieycth, 
F 3 ought 


a 
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ouzht to be baptized : The third thing 
eflential to this Communion, is att holy anc 
a blameleſs Converſation. | 
F:rſt, That believing that the Son of God 
died for the Sins of Men, is neceſſary to Sal 
yation, I prove by thoſe Texts which tell us 
that he that doth not believe ſhall be dam 
ned, Mark 16.16. John 3, 36. Rom. 10.19, 
That it is alſo neceflary to Church-Con 
munion, appears from Mat, 16. 16, 17. 
18. Peter having confeſt that Chriſt wa 
the Son of the Living God, Chriſt thereup- 
on aſſures him, that upon this Rock, wx 
this Profeſſion of Faith,or this Chriſt which 
Peter had confefi*d, he would build his 
Church, and the Gates of Hcll ſhould not 
prevail againſt it. And 1 Coy. 3.11. the 
Apoſtle having told the Corinthians, they 
were God's Building, preſently adds, thatFF' 
they could not be built upon any Foundati-F 
on but that which was laid, which was Je 
ſus Chrift. All which proves, that Chriſti 
aft Society is founded upon the Profeſfion of 
Chriſt, And not only Scripture, but th 
Laws of right Reaſon diate this,that ſome 
Rules and Orders muſt be obferyed for the 
tounding of all Socicty, which muſt be com 
fented to by all that will be of it. Henc 
it 


Ng 
and 


God 
yal- 
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am 
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comes to paſs, that to ewn: Chriſt as the 
xd and Head of Chriſtians, is efſential to 
e founding of ChriftianSociety. 

Secondly, The Scriptures have declared 
hat this Faith gives the Profeſſors of it 2 
jght to Baptiſm, as in the caſe of the Eu- 
uch, 4s 8. when he demanded why 
emight not be baptized ? Philip anſwers, 
bat if be believed with all his Heart, be 
izht ; the Eunuch thereupon confeſſing 
hrift, was baptized, 

Now that Baptiſm is eſſential to Church- 
ominunion, I proye from 1 Corinth. 1 2. 
here we ſhall find the Apoſtle Jabouring ta 


Þrevent an evil uſe that might be made of 


piritual Gifts, as thereby to be pult up 5 
nd to think that ſuch as wanted them, 
ere not of the Body, or to be eſteemed 
embers : he thereupon relolyes,that who- 


vcr did confeſs Chriſt, and own him for his 


cad 1d it by the Spirit, ver 3. tho' they 
n1ght not haye ſuch a viſible manifeſtation 


W! it as others had ; and therefore they 


dught to be owned as Members, as appears, 
er. 23, And not only becauſe they have 
alled him Lord by the Spirit, but becauſe 
hey have by the guidance and diretion cf 
he ſame Spirit been baptized, v. 13+ For 


F 4 by 
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by one Spirit we are all baptized into one | 

ay, &c. 1 need not go abeut to coyfute th 
Notion that ſome of late have had of thifff 
Text, viz. That the Baptiſm here ſpok 

of, is the Baptiſm of the Spirit, becaul 
you haye not owned and declared that 

tion 2s your Judgement, but on the contra 
iy, All of youthat I have eyer converſ 
with, h.ve declared, it to be nnderitogt 
of B:ptiim with Water, by the direiot 
of tie Spirit : if fo, then it follows, th 
Men and Women are declared Members of 
Chriſt's Body by Baptiſm, and cannot b## 
ky Seripturereputed and eftcemed ſo with 
out 1t 3 which further appears from Rom.6*t 
s, where Men by Baptiſm are {aid to 
planted into the likeneſs of-his death 3 and 
Col. 2, 12, we are ſaid to be buried with 
him by Baptiſm : all which, together with! 
the conſent of all Chriftians, C ſome few 10 
theſe lite times excepted ) do prove that 
Baptiſm is neceflary to the initiating Per 
ſons into the Church of Chriſt. 

Thirdly, Holineſs of Life is eflential tt 
Church Communion, becauſe it feems to bt 
the reaſon why Chriſt founded a Church 1! 
the World, viz. that men might thereb 


be watched over, and kept from falling; 
and 
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and that if any vc «overtaken with a Fault, 

haMic that is Spiritual might reſtore him: That 

thilidy this means Men and Women might be 
ke@referv'd without blame to the coming of - 

hriſt, And the Grace of God teacheth us 

0 deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and 

fo live Joberly and uprizhtly in this preſent 

il World, Tit. 2. 11, 12. And let eve- 

Wy one that names the Name of the Lord, 

ioFepart from Inzquity, 2 Tun, 2. 19. And 

ames tells us, ( ſpeaking of the Chriſtian 

Religion ) That pure Religion and undefiled 

' b@fefore God, is to viſit the Fatherleſs ane 

Widows in their Aﬀlidtion, and to keep our 

elves unſpotted from the World, James 1. 

27, From all which ( together with many 

adJſmore Texts that might be produced ) it ap- 

ithpears, that an unholy and profane Life, 15 

ithſÞncoufiſtend with Chriſtian Religion and So- 

 infſEiety 3 and that Holineſs is eflential to Sal- 

1aMation and Church-Communion : fo that 

erWheſe three things, Faith, Baptiſm and a Hos 

y Life, as I ſaid before, all Churches muſt 

gree and unite in, as thoſe things, which 

hen wanting, will deſtroy their Being. 

ind let not any think, that when I ſay, be- 

ieving the Son of God died for the Sins of 

ven, 15 eflential to Salyation and Church- 


F 5; Communivn, 
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Communion, that I hereby would exclude 
all other Articles of the Chriſtian Creed, az 
not neceſſary, as the belief of the Reſurre 
Aion of the Dead, and eternal Judgement 
&c. which for want oftime I omit to ſpeak 
particularly to, and the rather, becauſe] 
underſtand this great Article of believing 
the Son of God died far the Sins of Men 
:5 comprehenſive of all others, and is that 
from whence all othergArticles may eaſilz 
be inferred. 

And here I would not be miſtaken,as the 
I held there were nothing elſe for Chriſtians 
to praiſe, when I ſay this 1s all that 1s re 
quifitz to Church-Commumion 3 for I yer 
well know that Chriſt requires many othet 
things of us, aſter we are Members of hi 


Body, which if we knowingly or malicioully 


refuſe, may be the cauſe, not only of Ex 
communication, but Damnation : But yet 
theſe are ſuch things as relate to the Well 


being,and not to thc Being of Churohes ji 
as laying on of Hands 4n the primitivetimes 


upo? Believers, by whictthey 61d receive 


the Gifts of the Spirit; (this I ſay) was fc 
tne encreaſe and edifying of the body, and 
nat that thereby they might become of the 
Body ei Chriſt, for that they were befor 
aÞ.- All 
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ludeMrd do not think that I believe lay:ngon of 
d, a;FW:1ds was no Apoſtolical Inſtitution, be- 
urre-Mavſe 1 fay,Men arc thereby made Members 
nent Mf Chriſts Body,or becauſe 1 ſay that 1t is 
peakſot cllential to Church-Communion : Why 
uſe ould I be thought to be againſt a Fire in 
vince Chimney, becauſe I ſay it muſt not be 
Men the Thatch of the Houſe 2 Confider ther, 
thatYow pernicious a thing it is to make every 
afily@odtrine (tho true) the bond of Commu- 
ion 3 this 1s that which deftroys Unity, 

; thoſind by this Rule all men muſt be perfe& 
tand$cfore they can be inPeace. For we do not 
s rec daily that as ſoon as Men cometo a cle:.- 
yerjfficr Underſtanding the mind of God (toſay 
therfſine beſt of what they hold _) that preſently 
f hieſl Men are Excommunicable,if not Dattna- 
ullyPlc, that do not agree with them 2? Do net 
Exe belicye and ſee that to be Pride and 
| yet ovetouſneſs,. hich others do not, becauſe 
Vellt may be) they have more narrowly and 
cs ;$111gently ſearched into their duty of theſe 
imeſWings than others have 2 What then, 
civeÞuſt all Men that have not ſo large acquain- 
; forfſance of their Duty herein, beexcommuni- 
andWated? Indecd it were to be wiſhed that more 
* thefſ*oderation in Apparel and Secular Con- 
ore,F<ruments were tound among Churches 3 
Ang _ but 
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but God forbid, that if they ſhould com 

ſhort hercin,that we ſhould ſay, as one late 
ly faid, That he could not communica 
with ſuch a People, becauſe they we 
proud and ſupertluous in their Apparel. 

Let me appeal to ſuch, and demand 
them it there was not a time fince they þ 
lieyed and were baptized, wherein they di 
not belieye laying on of hands a Duty ? at 
did they nov then believe, and do they nt 
ſtil! believe they were members of the bod 
of Chriſt ? and was there not a time wh 
you did not ſo well underftand the nati 
and cxtent of pride and Coyetouſnes as no 
you do? and did you not then beliey 
and de you not ſtill believe that you we 
truce Members of Chriſt, tho* leſs perfeR 
Why then ſhould you not judge of thol 
that differ from you herein, as you judg 
of your ſelves' when you were as they no 
arc ? how needful then 1s it for Chriſti 
to diſtinguiſh ( if ever they would be 
Peace and Unity. ) between thove Truth 
which arc eſſential to Church-Communion 
and thoſe that arc not ? 

Fourthly, Unity and Peace conſiſt in ou 
making onc ſhoylder,to praftiſe and put ! 


execution the things we do knoiy : Pbil, ; 
I 
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1 com 16, Nevertheleſs wherein we have attained, 
ic lateWW et us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind. 
anicatg the ſame things. How fad is 1t to ſee our 
' wer Zeal conſume us, and our precious Time, 
cl. ÞF in things doubtful and diſputable,while we 
and M are not concerned, nor afte&cd with the 
practiſe of thoſe indiſputable things we all 
agrce in? We all know Charity. to be the 
]reat Command, and yet how few agree to 
praiſe it ? We all know they that labour 
in the Word and Dodrine, are worthy of 
double honour; and that God hath ordain- 
ed that they which preach the Goſpel, 
ſhould liye of the Goſpel: theſe Duties, how- 
ever others have cavilld at them, 1 know 
you agree in them,and are perſwaded of your 
Duty hereinz but where's your Zeal to 
practiſe?O how well would it be with Chur 
ches,if they were but half as zealous for the 
great and plain, and indiſputable Things, 
and the more chargeable and coſtly Things 
ea Of Religion, as they are for things doubtful 
uthy or leſs neceſſary, or that are no charge to 
'00Fl them, and coft nothing but the breath of 
Contention, tho* that may- be too great a 
out Price for the ſmall-things they purchaſe 
FF with it 2 
But further; Do we not agree, that 
Mcn 
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Men that preach the Goſpel, ſhould do it 
like Workmen that need not be aſhamed ? 
and yet how little 15 this conſidered by many 
Preachers, who-never conſider before they 
ſpeak,of what they ſay, or whercof they at- 
firm? How few give themſclves to ſtudy, 
that they may be approved 2 how few mc» 
ditate and give themſelves to theſe things, 
that their profiting may appear to atl-? 

For the Lords ſake, let us unite to pra- 
Riſe thoſe things we know 3 and 1t we would 
have rore Talents, Ict us all agree to 1m- 
prove thoſe we have. 

$e the Spirit that was among the Prini- 
tive Profeſſors, that knowing and believing 
how much 1t concerned them iu the propae 
gating of Chriſtianity, to ſhew forth Love 
to one another (that ſo all might know them 
to be Chriſt's Diſciples _) rather than there 
ſhould be any complainings among them, 
they -w7 all they had : O how zealous 
vere theſe to praQtiſe, and with one Shoul- 
der to do what was upon their Hearts for 
God! I right further add, how often have 
we agreed in our Judgement ; and hathit 
not been upon our bearts,that this and the 
Other thing is good to be done,to enlighten 
the dark World,and to-repair the —” 

© 
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pfChurches, and to raiſe vp thoſe Church. 
(that now lie a gaſping,and among whom 
ie Soul of Religion 1s expiring ? But what 
lo we more tnan talk of them? Do not 
oft decline theſe things, when they either 
all for their Purſes, or their Perſons, to 
ielp in this and ſuch like Works as theſe ? 
Let us then, 1n what we knoiv, unite, that 
e may putit 1n Praftice, remembr1ing,that 
'2- ſþf we know theſe things, we ſhall be happy 
1d Fif we do them, 
n- # Fifthly, This Unity and Peace confiſt in 
+» Four joining and agreeing to pray: for, and 
1- ſto preſsafter thoſe Truths we do not know. 
1s FThe Diſciplesin the Primitives Times were 
te Econſcious of their Imperfetions,and there- 
'e Etore with one accord continued in Prayer 
n Sand Supplications. If we were more 1n the 
e FEſcnſe of our own Ignorances and imperteGtt- 
3 
$ 
| 


ons, we ſhould carry it better to:vards thoſe 
that differ from us ; then we ſhould abound 
more in the Spirit of Meekneſs and Forbea. 
rance, that thereby we might bring others 
{ or be brought by others) to the knowledg 
of the Truth : this would make us go te 
God, and ſay with Elihxu, Job 34+ 32. 
That which we know not, teach thou us, Bre- 
thren, did we but all agrec$hat ie erred in 
many 
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many things, we ſhould ſoon agree to p 

to God, and pray for more Wiſdom and 
Reyclation of his Mind and will concerning; 
Us. 

But here's our Miſery, that we no ſoone 
receive any thing fur Truth,but we preſent 
ly aſcend the Chair of Infallibility with it; 
as tho in this we could not err : Hence 1t1 
we arc impaticnt of Contradion, and be 
come uttcharitable to thoſe that are not of 
the fame Mind 3; but now a Conſciouſncſ 
that we may miſtake,or that if my Brother 
err in one thing, I may err in another, w1 
unite us in Aﬀettion,and engage vs to pref 
after VerfeRion, according to that of the 
Apoille, Phil. 3.13, 14, 15, Brethren, 
count nat my ſelf to have apprehended 3; but 
this one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things 
that are behind, and reaching forth to thoſe 
things which are before, I preſs towards the 
Mark, for the Prize of the high Calling 0 
Goes im Chriit Feſus, And if in any thing 
ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even 
this unto you, O then that we- could but 
unite and agree to go to God for one ano- 
ther, in confhdence that he will teach us; 
and that it any of us want Wiſdom (as who 
of us docs not?) we might ask of a 

wag 
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lo £1vcs to all men liberally,and upbraids 
Min, Let us, like thoſe People ſpoken 
fin Ja, 2. ſay one to another, Come, let 
Is go to the Lord, for 5* will -each us of his 
avs, and we w1lt alk in his Paths. 
US Sixchly, This Unity and Peace mainly 
YWon(iſt in Unity of Love and Aﬀe@tion 3 
this 1s the great and indiſpenſable Duty of 
ll Chriſtians, by this they are declared 
hriſt*s Diſciples: And hence it is that Loye 
$ calicd the Great Commandinent, the Oid 
cEommandment,and the newCommandiert; 
tat which was Commanded 1n the begin» 
ling, and will remain unto the end, yea 
ind after the end + 1 Cor, 13. 8. Chartly 
ver fails ; but whither there be Tn2ues, 
'FShey ſhall ceaſe ; or whether there bs Know- 
ed'e, It (hal! vaniſh away. And verſ. 13, 
Ind naw abideth Faith, Hope and Chartty ; 
*Wut the greateſt of theſe 8s Charity, And 
[Col. 3. 14. Above all theſe things, put on 
harity, which is the Bond of Perfeftneſs. 
becauſe Charity is the end of the Command-= 
ment, x Tim. 1.5. Charity therefore is 
alled the Royal Law ; and has a ſuperin- 
endency over other Laws, and doubtleſs is 
aliw to which others muſt giye place, 


when they come in. competition with 1t ; 
Above 
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Above all thin:s therefore have ferventChari 
amon; our ſelves, for Chariiy covereth a multi 
tude of Sins, 1 Pet, 4. 8. Let us therefore; 
live in Unity aad Peace,and the God of loye be 
and Peace will be with us. 2 

That you may ſo do, let me remember 
you in the wordsof 4 learned Man _) tha 
the Unity of the Church, is an Unity offi 
Love ard AﬀeQion ; ard not 4 bare Unj- 
formity of Practice and Opinion. 


p 


Thirdly, Having ſhewn wherein this uni-ſþþ 
ty conſiſts, I come to the third Generalai 
Thing propcunded, and that 1s, to ſhewſfar 
the Fruits and Benefits of Unity and Peacezſhat 
together with the Miſchiefs and-Inconveni-ſhe 
ences Mtcnding thoſeChurches where unityſſſen: 
and Peace are wanting. 
1ſt. Unity and Peace is a Duty well-plea- 
ſing to God, who is ſtiled the Author of 
Peace, arid not of Confuſion, in all the 
Churches : God's Spirit rejoices in the uni- 
ty of our Spirits, But on the other hand, 
where Strife and Diyiſions are, there the 
Spirit of God is grieved. Hence it is that 
the Apoſtle no ſooner forbids the Erheſ1ans 
to gricve the Spirit of God, but he preſents 
ly Subjoins us a Remedy agaiuft that Evil, 
That 


iff 
lt 
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f they put away bitterneſs and evil-ſpeabing; 
{ be hind one to ann»ther,and tenderhearted, 
giving one another, even as God for Chriſts 
be hath for2iven then, Eph, 4. 30,3 2. 
2ly, As Unity and Peace are pleaſing to 
6d, and rejoice his Spirit, ſo they rejoice 
e Hearts and Spirits of God's People, U- 
ty and Peace bring heaven down upon 
arth among us. Hence it 1s the Apoſtle tells 
6, Rom. 4.17. That ihe Kin;dom of God 
not Meat and Drink, but Ri hteouſneſs 


"td Peace, and Foy in the H:ly Thyt. Where 


laity and Peace are, there 15 Haven upotn 


arth : by this we tafte the firit Fruits of 
at bleſſed Eftate we ſhall one day liye in 
ie fruition of 3; when we ſhall come 790 the 
neral Aſſembly and Church of the Eirſt-born, 
hoſe Names are written in Heaven, ani to 
od the Fudge of all, and to the Spirits of 
ft Men made perfe, Heb. 12. 23. 

T1is outward Peace ' of the Church ( as a 
arned Man obſerves_) diftils int9 Peace of 


,onſcience, and turns Writinzs and Readings 


Controverſy, into Treatiſes of Mortihcation 


nd Devotion. 
And the Pſalmiſt tells us, 1t 15 not only 


00d, but pleaſant, for Brethren to dwel to- 
vether in unity, P/.133+1+. But where umty 


and 
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and Peace are wanting, there are Stormy 
and Troubles: Where Envy and Strife is, 
there is Confuſinn and every evil Work, Jam, 
16, It 15 the outward Peace of the Chureh 
that increaſes our inward Joy; and the 
Peace ot God's Hnuſe gives us occaſion tell 
eat our meat with gladaeſs1nour own houſe 
Aﬀs 2. 46. 

3/y, The Unity and Peace of the Church 
make Communion of Saints defircable, 
Whit 1s 1t that imbitters Church-Commu-{ 
ni2n, and makes it burdenſom, but Diviſt 
ons? Haye you not heard many complain 
that they arc weary of Church-Communion, 
becauſe of Chyrch-Contention ? but now 
where Unity and Peace is, there Chriſtians 
long for Communion. 


David ſaith, that he was glid when they 
ſaid unto him, Let us g9 to the Houſe of Godyi 
Pjal. 122, 1- Why was this, but becauſe 
(as tae third Verſe telis us) Feruſalem wat 
4 City compadt tozether, where the Tribes went 
, the Tribes of the Lnrd, to give thanks ta 
his Name ! And Dawid ſpeaking of the man 
that was once his Friend, thereby lets us 
know the Benefit of Peace and Unity, P/al. 
55» I4, We, ſaith he, took ſweet Counſel t6- 

gether, 


to Peace and Unity. 23 
ether, and walbed to the Houſe of God in 
pany. Where Unity is ſtrongeſt, Com» 
hMounion 15 {;vecteſt and moſt defirable. You 
ec then that Pexce and Union fill the peo- 
ole of God with defires after Communtog - 
s.Wut on the: other hand, here how David 
omplains, Pſal. t20, W» is me, I ſojourn 
1 Meſeech, and that 1 dwell in the Tents of 
dar, The PCU]miſt here is thought to al- 
ude to a ſort of Mea that dwelt in the De- 
ts of Arabia, that got their Livings by 
ontention 3 and thercfore he adds, v. 6. 
bat his Soul had lonz dwelt with them that 
ated Peace, This was that which made 
un lotg for the Courts of God,and cſteem 
ne day in his Houſe better than a thouſand 
Iſe where;this made his Soul even fanit tor 
he houſe of God, becauſe of the Peace of it; 
Bleſſ-d are they ( faith he ) that dwell in thy 
Foſe,they will be (till þ aiſing thee. There 1s 

certain note of Concord, as appears, A. 
2, where we read of Primitive Chriſtians, 
neeting with 9ne accord, praiſing God. 

4thly, Where Unity and Peace are, there 
nany Miſchicfs and [nconveniences are pre- 
[, Fented, which attend thoſe People where 
Peace and Unity are wanting : And of thoſe 
many that might be mentioned, I 


ſhall 


2. An Exhortation 
ſhall brieily infiſt upon theſe nine, {> 
1. Where Unity and Peace are wantingſhhe 
there 1s much precious Time ſpent to nfſeſs 
purpoſe; how many Days are ſpent, ane 
how many fruitleſs Journeys made to ugh 
profit, where the People are not in Peace 
How often haye many redeemed time(eve 
in Sced-time and Haryeſt) when they coulEs | 
[carce afford it, to go to Church, and, b 
reaſon of their Diyiſions,come home worlie! 
than they went, repenting they have ſpet 
{o much precious time to fo little benefit 
How ſad is it to ſee Mef| ſpend their preci 
ous time, in which they ſhould work os 
their Salvation,by labouring,as in the Firg 
to prove an uncertain and doubtful Propt 
fition; and to trifle away their Time, uþ 
which they ſhould make their Calling ani 
EJe&ion ſure, to make ſure of an Opinion 
which when they have done all,are not ut 
fallibly certain whether it be true or no, | 
cauſe all things necefliry to Salvation ati 
Cliurch- Communion are ;plainiy laid down 
in Scripture, 18 which we miy be 1nfallibipy/ 
ſure of tnc Truth of them ? but for otheÞ 
things that we ave no plain Text for, bulYjan 
the Truth of them depends upon our 10cv 
terpretations, we muſt be Cautioned, thasc 
Wch + 


fo Peace and Unity. 2g 
| ſe do not (pead much time in impoſing 
1ngFhem upon, or venting among others, un- 
> neſs we can 4fſume Infallibility 5 otherwiſe 
ye ſpend Time upon Uncertainty, And 
| tFrhoeyer caſt their eyes abroad, and open 
ce Fheir Ears to Intelligence, ſhall both ſee, 
yveſnd to vheir ſarrow hear,that many Church- 
ulEs ſpend moft of their tine in jangling and 
, b(Fontending about thoſe things, which are 
oriFieither ef{ential to Salvation or Church- 
x0Communion 3 and which is worſe, about 
itYuch doubtful Queſtions that they are never 
ccble to give a! infallible Solution of, But 
Wow where Uaity and Peace are, our Time 
ies ſpent in praiting God 33nd in thoſe great 
poſaucitions, What ive ſhould do to be ſayed ? 
, 1nd haw we may be more holy, and more 
anFumble towards God, and more charitable 
onfind more ſerviceable to one another ? 
wy 2. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
beFitere is evil-ſurmizing,and evil-ſpeaking,to 
anne Damage and Diſgrace,if not to the Ru- 
Eng of one another : Gal. 5,14, 15. The 
oybole Law is falnlled in ene word, To ſhalt 
eFove thy Neighbour as thy ſelf: but if y2 bite 
buFand devour one another, tabe heed ye be not 
mſumed one of another. No ſooner is the 
nFSond of Charity broken, which is as a wall 
wh about 


26 An Exhoztateon 
about Chriſtians, , but ſoon they begin taſſe 
make Havock and Spoil of one another ;, 
then there 15 raiſing eyil reportsand takingſſea! 
up evil Reports againſt each other : hence itþyc 
1s that whiſpering and backbiting proceedshid 
and going from Houſe to Houſe to blazor 
the Faults and Infirmitiesof others ; hen 
it 1s that we watch for the Haltings of on 
another,and do inwardly rejoice at the miſt | 
carriages of others; ſaying, in our Hearts: 
Ah,ah,fo we would have it.But. now where: 
Unity and Peace are,there 1s Charity 5 andſſoſi 
where Charity 15,we are willing to hide thehr. 
Faults, and cover the Nakednefs of ourfſa: 
Brethren. Charity thinketh no evil, 1 Corin 
13-5. And therefore 1t cannot ſurmizeFY"s 
neither will it ſpeak evil. he! 
3. Where Unity and Peace are wanting ca 
there can be no great Matters enterprized $911 
we cannot do, much for God, nor much forſþ'd 
one another. When the Devil would hinder$'v": 
the bringing to p-ſs of Good in Nationi"c 
and Churches, he divides their CounſelsF: + 
and { as one well obſerves_) he divides their}'i-1 
Heads,that he maydivide their Hands. WhenP*tt 
Facob had propheſied of the Cruelty of Si-Fpiid 
meon and Levi, who were Brethren, h ine 
threatens them with the Conſcquent of it 
Gel. 


— 
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toſſpen. 49. 7. I will divide them in Jacob, and 
r;Katter them in Ifracl. The Devil is not to 
aearn that Maxim he nath taught the Machi- 
Evclians of the World, divide && impera, di- 
ide and rule; it 15 4 united force that's for- 
otffnidable : hence the ſpouſe in the Can7zcles 
ceſs ſaid to be but one, and the only oe Of 
neſher Mother, Cant. 6. 9. Hereupon it is faid 
nid? her, ver. Ic, That ſhe is terrible as an 
{my with Banners, What can a divided 
\rmy do, or a diſordered Army, that have 

oft their Banners, or for fear or ſhame 
Firown them away ? In Iike Manner, what 
$112 Chriſtians do for Chriſt, aud thc enlar- 
10g his Dominons in the : World,j 1N DIINg- 
nz Men from Darkneſs to Light, while 
hemfelves are divided and diſordered ? 
Peace 1s to Chriſtians,as great Rivers are to 
oine Cities, which {© betides otner Beneftts 
nd Commoditics S ) re natural Foitihca- 
ns, by reaſon whereot thoſe places are 
ade impregnablc; but wh ea,by the tuvtilty 
I dt Advertary,or the folly of the Citizens, 
hefe Waters coine to be divided into little 
betty Riyulets, how ſoon arc they ailiiled 
Ind taken? Thus 1t fares with Churches, 
1 iNen once the Devil,or their own Folly di- 
FF ides them they wiilbe fo far from retiitivg 
n. G 


Ui 
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of him, thatth-y will be ſoon ſabjcR:d bkkr, 
him. ,* 

Peace is to Chirc'ies as Walls to Citics $»; 
nay Unity hath detended Citi:s that had nghs 
Walls : It was once demanded of Aze/1/au 
why Lacedemmn hid no walls ? H2 Antiveridy 
{ p>1ating back to ame City ) That the cmthe 
Cor! of the C07! F176. was the Strenzth of th 9 
Ci:v. In like manarr, Chriſtizns arc ſtrom 
when unitcd ; then th ey are more capabl 
to refiſt Terptation,and to fuccour ſuch x 
are tempted; when LUaity and Peace 54 
mong theChurctcs,thenare they like a w 
edTown : Aad when Paace 1s the Churche 
Wall, Salvation wiil be her Bulwarks. 

Plutarch telis us of one Siluriys that ha 
80 Sons, whom he calls to him as he lay 0 
{11s Death-bed, and gayec them a Sheaf a: 
Arrows,thercby to ſignify,that if they liveR;- 
an unity, they might do auch ; but 1f theſþ 
divided, they would come to nothing. | 
Ciriſtians were all of oac i” 1cce,if they wet 
all but one Lumap,or but one Sacat or But 
dle, how great arc thc £: Lg they miguF: 
do for Chrift and his People in the world: 
whereas 6therwile they can do little bul 
ditonour and off-ed him, | 

It is reported of the Leviathan, tit by 
SZtereps f1 


fo Peace and Unity, 29 
bfrength is in his Scales: Fob 4h» 15, 16, 
", His Scales are his Pride, (hut up toze- 
t10S Ker as with a cloſe Seal, one 1s ſo near to 
d Gather, that no Air can come between them 5 
!authey jvin together, they ſtick rogerber, they 
verifuunt be ſundred, It the Church of God 
 c\Mere united like the Scales of Leviathan, it 
f tiould not be eycry brain-fick Notion, nor 
roJnery Speculation, that would cauſe their 
016k eparation. 
ch a} Solomon faith, Two are bitter than one, 
18 4ecauſe if one fall,the other may raife hitn; 
valhen ſurely twenty are better than two,and 
cid hundred are better than twenty, for the 
[mc reaſon, becaule they are more capavic 
nfo help one another. if ever Chriſtians 
y Fcuid do anything to raiie up the fall'a Ta. 
al craicles of 7xcoby and to ſirengthen the 
eg;-1;, and cointort the lecvle, and to fetch 
meÞ:ck thoſe that have gone aſtray,it mult be 


$4 
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, d\ nity. 
ver Ve read of the Men of Babble, Gen, rr. 
DU! "n EE 4 97 d ſaith, Belt, & 12 Pe W te AY/72 


1g ne, &c Ani naw nothin? will be rei, 21n2< 
TIO, 211 that they have imagined 79 a9. 

ou wo learn by reaſon what great things 
niy be done 1a worldly Atchieveinons 


Le . . * 4 * 
q 13Þ Ncre Wally 15 . And {11 v9 not IH 1190 1 al. 
uot G 2 ike 
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fiſt: d with the motives of Religion ) tea 
us, that Unity among Chriſtians may en& 
ble them to eutcrprize greater Things f 
Chriſt? would not this make Sitan fall frohe 
Heaven like Lightning ? For as Unity bai 
literal Babe/,it's Unity that muſt pull do 
myſtical Babe/. And on the other ha 
where D1yifions arc, there 1s Confuſion; 
this means 4 Babe! hatin been built in eve 
Agc. It hath been obſerved by a learn 
Man, and I wiſh I could not ſay truly, thi 
there 15 moſt of Babel and Confu tion amon 
thoſe that cry out moſt againſt it. If wike 
would have 4 hand to deſtroy Babylon, let 
have a Heart to unite one among anotiey 

Our Engliſh Hiſtorics tells us, that aft 
AuStin the Monk had been ſome Timet 
Pn-land, he heard of ſome of the Reinall 
of theBrittiſhChriſtiuns, winch he conyeen 
$0 a Place, which Cambien in Ins Bri. ant 
calls Aufin*s 9ab : here they met to conl 
about matters of Religion z but fuch 
their Diviit9, by reaſon of Auſtin's imp 
ſing Spirit, that our S-5r1es tells vs, 72 
Synid was Famous jor this, that they 
met aid did NIWtDnZ. This 1s tie mſchud 
of Divitions, they hinder the Doing 6 
mui good; 4.14 !t Chriſtians that are : 

$ 6 


to Peace and Unity. 3T 
d,be ever famous for any thiag,it will be, 
teaqſut they have often met together,and talk» 
/ en of this and that thing, but did nothing. 
3s if 4. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
frofhere the weak are wounded, and the wie- 
buiffed are hurdned : Laity may well be come 
domired to prectous Oil, Plal. 133. 2.. It's the 
1anSucure of Oil to, heal that which is wounds 
1; b(8,and to ſoften that which is hard. Thole 
everiut have hardned thenmſelyes againſt God 
rnd 1115 People, when they ſhall behold Unt- 
th and Peace among them, will ſay, God 1s 
not them indeed. And on the other hand, 
If wike they not ready to ſay, when they lee 
lefffou divided, That the Devil*s in ye. that 
(elÞu cannet agree. 
aft 5. Diviſions, and want of Peace, keey 
Mole out of the Church that would come 
M, and cauſe many to go out that are 1n, 
The Diviſions of Chriſtians ( as a learned 
n obſeryes ) are «Scandal to the Fews, 
2 Opprobrium to the Gentues ,:.. and an 
ilet ro Atheiſm ang. Infeaility, Infowuch 
at our Controverſies about Religion 
elpecially as they have been of late mana- 
Wed_) haye made Religion it ſc}f become a 
dttroverſy. O then, how good and plea» 
nt a thing is it for Brethren to dwell toge= 
; G 3 | ther 
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ther in Unity ! the Peace and Unity amonſ! 
the Primitive Chriſtians, * drew others tl! 
them : what hinders the Conycriton of thc 
Jews, but the Diviſtons of Chriſtians ? Muff" 
The a Chriſtian,ſavs the Jew: What ChriffÞ* 
an muſt I be? Whar ett rm1:2t 1 bs offi 
The j<s ( as ano not-5) ple fir 15 upon t!! 
Text in Ifa. 11. 5, witete if 15 propheſieÞ! 
That ths Lim :11 the Lav (ball lie dr 
together, and tht there ſhall be mo!te left 
hurt nw deſtroy in all G-ds ny. Punta 
and interpreting thefe Sayinge,t > gn ty th 
Corcord and Pozcr that (14lt! he among th h 
Pec ple that ſhill own tho 2/5{s1.c72,do hen” 
conciude, that the Meſ17.2) 15 not vet come 
becauſe of the Contentionns and ' Diviſion! 
that are among thoſe thyt rico 1m. Auf 
the Apoſtle ſaith. 'r C7. 14. 22, That” 
an Ut: 11-vyer! oat a7 LCC ht clſ Diforders,hi { 
uld'ſry they were mid ; but where Un ] 
by; and Pe Oe ' there the Churches a 
mu! tinlieds We re20,AY- >. that when thi 
Churches had re ft, they multiplied 5 ant 
Aﬀs 2. 45,49, whenth Church's 'a5 5 fervine 
God with one accord; ' ths Lord added t 
7/5214 daity ſuch as (hol, 1 be ſaved, 
[t is Unity brings Men into the Church 
and Dryrfions keep them out, It 16 reportel 
O! 


; 
. 
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monſ#! a2 ndian paſſing by the Houſe of a Chrt- 
ers tar, and hearing them contending, being 
of thþclired to turn in,he refuſed,ſaying, Haba- 
Murac dwells there, meaning that the Devil 
1Yiſfiwelt there; but where Unity ard Peace 
> oftfire, there God is; and he that dwells 1n 
a th&ove, dwells in God. Tlie Apoſtle tells 
efieShe Corinthians, That if they walked order- 
do $#y, even the Unbelicyer would hereby be 
-5 $nforced to come and worſhip,and ſay,God 
frifivas in them indeed, And we read, Zetec. 
'y thÞf- 23. ofa time when ten Men ſhall taKe 
r th hold of a Jew, ard ſay, we will :9w1Þh 1%, 
Len w we have heard that God is with Jt, 
ome And hience it is that Chriſt prays, 7obn 
fond! 7+ 21, That, tis Diſciiles nitzht be one, as 
Authe Father and he were cne, that the World 
at 0/112/t believe the Father ſent him: As if lie 
rs ,hhould ſay, you may preach me as long as 
LnigYou will, and to little purpoſe, 1f you arc 
 arJnot at Peace and Unity among your iclyes, 
| thSuch was the Unity of Chriſtians in former 
an Gays, that the ittelligent Heathen would 
vie 'ay of them, That tho' they had many Bo- 
4 ties, yet they had but one Soul, Ard we 
read the ſame of thew, As 4. 32, That 
rhB'e Multitude of them that belicued, were of 
tell ie Heart and one Soul, 
04 (3 4 And 
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And as the Learned Stillinzfleet obſerves 
in hs Trerzcum, The Unity and Peace that 


F 
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Ke”: Chr tft1,ns were then bnown by the 
beny-rits art ſweetneſs of their Diſpoſatt- 
ens, O, the c:nar and ingenuity of then 
Spirirs, by their mutual Lyve, Forbearance, 
atiz -Condejcenitin to one another, - But 
either this is nt the Pratice of Chriftantty, 
 v1Zz. a Duty Chriſtians are now bound 
to oblerve |) or elſe it 3s nat calculated for 
our Meridian, where the _ of o ar? 9 
[09 h12th an elevat 19n for for F Pride 


and Uneatableneis, Divitns SE Strife, 
Wrath and Envy, m=_ «1/2 "Ss and Con- 
rentions, were but the 7 S of True Ci ts 


ftians, Diogenes need never li;ht his Lamp 
at Non to find out ſuch amon? us 3 but if a 
Spirit of Meehneſs, G Gentleneſs end Cond 
ſceniioms a Rlovving to the Weakneſſes and 
Int 1: ws of one anetoer, a purſuit after 
Peace, when t4 flies from us, be the indiſpenſe 
able Dies, and charaterstical Notes of 
Chriſtians, it may pb prove a difficult 
ſn agueſs t9 find out ſuch', for the crouds of 
theſe that thelter themſetves under that glort- 
BHS Naine, 

It 


avie inthe Fudiement of Impartial Heal" 


to P:ace- and J nity. 33 
It. ts the- Unity and: Peact' of Churches 
that bring others to thetm, and make Chri- 
-inffianity amiable, What is propheſied of the 
+» ..fhurch of the Jews,} may in this caſe be 
:baipplied to the Gentile Church, 7]. 66.12. 
33. fThat when once God extends Peace to her 
yoke a River, the Gentiles ſhall come in Ike 
1ce,Þ4 Howing Stream z then (and not till then) 
2,;Jihe Glory of the Lord ſhall arife upon his 
ity, [Ehurches,and his Glory ſhall beſeen among 
«them 3 then ſhall their Hearts fear and be 
Gfeniarged, becauſe the abundance of the 
;F{Nations ſhall be converted to them. 

401 5. As want of Unity and Peace keeps 
z thoſe out of the Chureh that would come 
11-00, ſo it hinders the growth of thoſe that 
-j. are in. Jars and Diviſions, Wranglings 
1þ (21d Prejudices, eat out the Growth, 1f uot 
"4 (the Life of Religion. Theſe are thoſe Wa- 
2. ters of Marah, that imbitter -our Spirits, 
14 $88d quench the Spirit of God, Unity aud 
erffcace are ſaid tobe like the Dew of Herman, 
f. Jand as a Dew that deſcended upon Siox, 
of | viicre the Lord commanded his Bleſſing, 
/t BP Pal. 133+ 3. 

of | Diviſions run Religion into Briars and 
7- | Thorns, Contentions and Parties, Diviſions 
are to Churches, like Wars in Countries 2 


o 5 Where 
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Where War is, the Ground lieth wafte and, 


untilled, none takes care of it. It is Lovel,. 
that edifieth, bat Diviſion pulleth down 
Diviſions are as the North-eaſtWind to the 
Frvits, which cauſes them to dwindle away 
to nothing; but when the ſtorms are overy, 
every , thing begins to grow. When Met 
are divided,they ſcldom ſpeak the Truth ug. 
Love; and then no m2 irycl they grow not ht 
up to him in all things, which 1s the Head], 
It 1s a {ad perſage of an approachirff Fc 
mime, (as one well obſcrves_) not of Bread 5 
nor water, but of kearing the Word off. 
God, when the thin Ezrs of Corn deyour E 
the plump full ones 3* when the lean King;. 
devour the fat orcs 3 when our Controvers|, 
ſi:s about doubtful things, and things off, 
leſs moment, eat vp our Zeal for the moreſy 
adiſputable and praQical things in Religty 
on - which m2y give us cauſe to fear, thatſ;, 
this will be the Character by which our Ageſy 
will be known to Poſterity, thav it was theſ ( 
Age that talked of Religion moſt, and lot 
c 
: 


ed it le2ft, 

90% up91 thoke Churches where Peace 
1s, and there vau fh:1! find Proſperity :Þ | 
- Churches had re: *,t11 ey were nN 
only muittplcd, bay waking in the feor oi 
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e and -Lord, and the Comforts of he Holy 
[ UBholt, they were edified 3 it is when the 
— hole Body is knit together,as with Joints 
mm 3:d Bands, that they increaſe with the Ir- 
0 the<aſc of God. 

we are at a ſtand ſoinctimes, why there 
M ſo little Growth' amons Churches, why 
; Ficu hive becn fo long in learning, and arc 
"I ret fo far from attaining the knowledge Of 
 "OFhe Truth : ſome have given one Reaſon, 
cad aud ſome another ; ſome ſay Pride 15 the 
Be Cauſe, and others ſay Coyetouſnels 15 the 
| IC:uſe ; I wiſh 1 could ſay theſe were no Cau- 
* ſes : butT obſerve, that when God entred 
Oufhis Controverſy with his People of old, 
w he mainly inſiſted upen ſome one Sin, 25 
bu Idolatry,and ſnedding innocent Blogd, Wc. 
125 comprehenſive of the rcſt ; not but that 
NTthcy were guilty of other ſins, but thoſe 
&"J that were the moſt capital, are particularly 
WU infifted on. In like manner wheever would 
£4 but take a review of Churches that live in 
Contentions and Diviſions, may eaſily find 
"I that breach of unity and Charity is their 
capital Sin, and the occaſion of all other 
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I Sins. No marvel then, that the Scripture 
P faith, the whole Law is fulilled in Love 
-| and if fo, then where is Loye wanting, 10 


tollows 
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where Love grows cold, that Sin abounds 
and therefore the want of Unity and peace 
15s the cauſe of thatLeanneſs and Barrenneſ{ 
that 35 amovg us: it's true in Spirituals a 
well as Temporals, that Peace brings Plen 
cd 

7. Where Unity and Peace arc wanting 
our Prayers are hindred : The promiſe 1 is 
that what we ſhall agree to ask, thall be gi 
ven us of our Heaychly Father. No maryel 
we pray and pray, and yet are not anſwer- 
ed ; it 15 becauſe we are not agreed what 
to have. 

It's reported, ti12t the People in Lacede 
1on7c, coming to make Supplications to 
their Ido! God, ſome of them asked for 
Riin, and others of them asked for fair 
Weather : The Oracle returns them this An- 
ter, That they ſhould go firit and agrec 
among themic "oY Would 2 Heathen Ged 
refuſe. to an{wertuch Prayers, 11 which the 
Svpplicants were not azrecd; and ſhall we 
.thiak the trace God will anſwer them ? 

We ſce then that Diviſions hinder our 
Fray Ran 12V 4 dr ae N on Our S4cTi- 
fice » If thou brins" thy Gift ta the Altar, 
4 ; = } ana Mew, remember that thy 
Brotit! 


follows, the whole Law is broken, Ttig8 
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Brother hath ought againſt thee, leave thy 


inds$6ift, and 20 and firſt be reconciled to thy Bro- 
eacether, and then come and offer it,So that want 
aneſJof unity and Charity hinders even our par- 


ils as 
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ing 
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ticular Prayers and Devotions. 

This hindred the Prayers and Faſtings of 
the People of old from finding acceptance, 
Iſa, $8, 3.The people ask the Reaſon where 
fore they faſted, and God did not fee nos 
take notice of them? He pives this Reaſon, 
becauſe they faſted forStrife andDebate,and 
hid their Face from their own Fleſh.Agan, . 
Ta. 59. the Lord ſaith, His Hand was not 
ſhortned, that he could not ſave; nor his Ear 
heavy, that he could not hear : but their Sins 
had ſeparated between their Gad and them, 
And among thoſe many Sins they ſtood 
chargeable with, this was none of the leaſt, 
viz, that the way of Peace they had not known. 
You ſee where Peace was wanting,Prayers 
were hindred, both under the Old and New 
Teſtament. 

The Sacrifice of the People, in T7/a. 65. 
that ſaid, Stand further off, I am holter than 
thau, was. a ſmele in the Noſtrils of the 
Lord, ' On the other hand, we read how 
acceptable thoſe Prayers were that were 
made with one accord, AdQs 4, 24. with 
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zi, they prayc with one accord,and they 
were 4! of oc Heart,and of one Soul ; and 
ſee the Benefit of it, Trey were all filled with 
the Holy G31, = ſpabe the Word win all 
B; Idneſs : : Which was the very thing they 
prayed for, as = 2ars, V. 29. And the A- 
poſtle exhorts the Rusband to dwell with his 
Wife, tit gl tneir ES) aYcIS M 19ht not be hin- 
dred, 1 Pct. 3. 7, We ſce then, want of 
Unity and Peace cither in Familics or 
Churches, 15 a1 kindrance of Prayers, 

8. by 5 a Diſhonour and Diſparagement 
to Chr! that his Family ſh:uld be d1v1- 
ded. When an Ar my tails tato Mutiny and 
Diviſion, it reflets Diſparagement on him 
that has the Coudut of it : in like man- 
ner the Diviſions of Familics are a Diſhonor 
ta the Heads, and thoſe that govern them, 
And if fo, then how greatly do we diſho- 
nour our Loid and Geycrnour, who gave 
his Body to be broken, to keep his Church 
from breaks, who praycd for their Peace 
and Unity, and left Peace at ins departing 
from them for a Legacy,even a Peace which 
the World could not .beſtoiy upon them ? 

o. Where there are Pcace and Unity, 
there 15 a Sympathy with cach other 3 that 
which 15 the want Gf one, will be the my 
® 
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of all : Who is afflied (ſays the Apoſtle) 
nd T burn not ? We ſhould then r-member 
them that are in Bonds, as bound with them ; 


md them which ſufer Adverſity, as being 


iy we > ww «+ 


ew ſelvss alſn of the Boiy, Hcl. 13. 3. 
But Chere the Body is broken, or Men arc 
not reckoned or eftecmed of the Body, no 
maryel we are fo little affc&ed with ſuch as 
are afflited : where Diviſians are, that 
which is joy of the one, is the Grief of 
another ; but where Uaity, Peace and Cha- 
rity abound, there we ſhall find Chriſtiaps 
mourning with them that mourn, and re 
Toicing with them that rejoice ; then they 
vill not enyy the proſperity of others, nor 
ſecretly rejoice at the Miſcries or Micarrte 
ages of any. 

Laſtly, I ſhall give 14 Direftions and 
Motiyes for obtaining Peace and Unity. 

r, If we would live in Peace and Unity, 
we muſt pray for them. We are required 
to ſee Peace: Of whom then can we feck 1t 
with Hopes to find it, but of him who 15 2 
God of Peace, and has promiſed to bleſs Ins 
People with it ? God has promiſed to give 
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all theic tings, he will pv longht unto. 


The 


1's People one heart,and one way 3 yet for 
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The Peace of Churches 1s what the Apo; 
{Ye prays for in all his Epiſtles ; 1n whichh 
his deſire is, that Grace and Peace may be 
multiplied and increaled among them. | 
2, They that would endeavour the Peace 
of the Churckes, muſt be careful who they 
commit the care and overſight of theChurch; 
es to 5 as, firſt (over and beſides thoſe qua, f, 
| lificationstiat ſhould be in all Chriſtians ) Þ-; 
I they that rule the Church of God, ſhould hi; 
be men of Counſe] and underſtanding, pe 
Where an Ignorant Miniſtry is, commonly þn 
is an ignorant People, according as it was pl 
of old, Lil? Preeft, libe People. tr 
How {ad 15 it to ſee the Church of Ged By 
committed to the care of ſuch that pretend fir 
to be Teachers of others, yet underſtand not [is 
| what they ſay, or whereof they affirm. No [RB 
marvel the Peace of Churches 1s broken, 
when their Wateh-men wantSkill to preſerve | t 
their Unity, which of ail Things 1s as the |þ 
t 
( 


Church's Wall; when they are divided, no 
wonder they crumble to Atoms, 1t there is 
no skilful Phyfician to heal them. It*s ſad 
when there 15.no Balm 1n Gzlead, and when 
there is no Phyſician there. Hence it 1s,that 
theWounds of Churches become incurable, 
like the Wounds of God's People of old, 
either 


to Wence and Unity, 
Las ther not healed at ail,or elſe but ſlightly, 
nd to no purpoſe. May it not he [1d of ma- 
Y be y Churches at this day, as God [:id @6f the 
hurch of I/rae!, That he ſought fir « Man 
cace mmo them that ſhnld Rand in the Gap, and 
ney Inabe up the Breach, but he found none ? 
che Remember what was ſaid of old, Mal. 
Ua_Þ:. 7. The Prieft*s Lips ſhould preſerve know- 
2 Pedze;, and the Pe? le ſhould ſreb the Law at 
bis Mouth + But when this is wanting, the 
28: [People will ſtumble, and d-part from God 
Uy [and one anotker. Therefore -God com- 
45 fplains, HDſ. 4. 5. That his People were des 
roged for want of Knwled;e ; that is, for 
od want of knowing Guides: for if the Light 
d fin them that teach, be Darkneſs, how great 
t ſis that Darkneſs ? And if the Blind leud the 
'O FBlind, no marvel both f:ll into the Ditch, 
» | How many be there that take upon them 
© [to teach others,that had need be taught the 
© Joeginning of Religion ; that inſtead of mul- 
d Ftiplying knowledge, multiply Words with- 
$ 
| 


out Knowledge; and inſtead of making 
known God's Counſel, darken Counſel by 
Words without Knowledge ? Symc do more 
than darken Counſel, for they wreſt the 
Counſel of God ; 2 Pet. 3. 15. In Pauls 
Eviltles are ſome thinzs hard ta be underſtood, 
which 
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which they that are Unlearned and unſftsble 
wreſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, to 
their own deſtruftion, Some things in Scrips 
ture arc hard to be known, and they are 
made harder by ſuch unlearned Teachers,as 
atter their own Notions by Words without 
Lnowledge, 

None are more buld to take upon them to 
expound tne dark Myfterics and ſayings of 
the Prophets and Revelations, and the 92h 
of the Romans, which I bclicve contains 
lome of thoſe many things which in Paul's 
Epiſtles, Peter ſaith, were hard to be under- 
/fuod : I ſay, none are mere forward to dig 
in theſe Mincs, than thoſe that can hardly 
#1vc aſouud Rcaſon' for the firft Principles 
of Religion 3 and ſuch as are 1gnorant of 
many more weighty things, that are caſily 
to be ſcecn in the Faceand Superfhicies of the 
Scripture, Noting will ferve theſe but 
ſwimming mn the Deeps, when tiiey have 
not yet learned to wade thro' the Shallows 
of the Scriptures, Like the Gnoſticks of old, 
who thought they Knew all things, tho 
tncy knew -nothi 11g as they ought. And as 
thoſe Gnofticks did of old, fo do ſuch 


Teachrs of late break tne Unity and Peace 
of Cliurches. 
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if we defire the Pexce ofChur rches,we ehuſe 
out Men of Knowledge, who may be able to 
keep them from being ſh ittered and featter- 
ex with every wind of Dotrine; , and who 
may be able toc conv! Nce and top theMouths 
of Gaiu-{ayers 
2. You muft not only chuſe men of 
Counſel ; but C1f you defign the unity and 
Peice of th e Churches ) men of Courage to 
£2! 1ern themefor 25 there muſt be wiſdom to 
bear with ſome, lo there muſt 32 Cour: ze to 
corret others ; as 1c > inſtruted 
klv.ſo otiters reb! aked 1 ply, that they 
ay be ſound in the Fatt! 15 there mult be 
VViſdem tore buke ſome with /onz-ſuffe cTINgs 
and Courageto fl lect ind ſtop theMouths' 
of others, The Anoftlc tells Tt: :45 of ſome 
wiole Moufiis maſt oc ſtop A or clle they 
would fabvyert whole Houfs: S-" Tf $6 Bb 
V Vhere this ( PUTage 115 beca wanting, got 


nee 


' 
£ 
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only whole Houſes, but whole Churches 
nave been ſubyerted. - And Pay! tells the 
Galatians, Thet when he [aw [1re endeas 
vity 10 brinz the Churches into Bond: ze, that 


he did not give place to them, ny nat for an 
bur, &c. Gal. 2. 3, If this Courſe had 


been taken by the Rulcrs of Churches, their 
Peace 
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Peace had not been ſocften invaded byl 
unruly and yain Talkers, | 
4. In chufing cn to rule Cif you would 
endeavour to k: ep th! Unity of the Spirit, 
and the B::rid of Peace thereby _ ) be carc ful 
you chuſec Mun of p iceable Diſpoſitions S, 
Th Cf wh ich 11: \*2Þ ich 10110! T's! the Peiceof 
Churches,has been tie froward and perverſe 
Spirits of the Rulers tacreof : Sol[216n there; 
fure adviſes, Th.it r172 a farious. Man we 
ſhould nt gn, left we learn his Ways,and et 
a Gnare tg our Souls, Prov.22.24,25, i. Aud 
with the Froward we learn Frowardneſs, 
How do fome Mens Words cat like a Canker, 
who inſtead of lifting up their Voice like a 
Trumpet,to ſound a Parley for peace, have 
rather ſounded an Alarm to War and Con- 
tention * If we would live in peace, let's 
reverence thcir Fect that bring the glad 
Tidings of it. O how have ſome -made it 
their Bufineſs to preach Contentions, and 
upon entertaining of every novel Opinion, 
to ra Separation | - How has God's 
Word been firctched and torn, to furniſh 
theſe Men with Arguments to tear Church- 
es | haye not our w__ heard theſe Texts, 
that lay, Come out from among them, and 
be ſeparate, Kc. _ with.lraw from every 
3rothey 
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Srofhr that wal's diſorderly? IT ſay, have 
'e not heard theſe Texts, that were writ- 
en to prevent Piiorder, brought to Coun- 
enance the greateſt Diſorder in the Church 
ff God;zeyen Schilm and Divifton ? where 
15 One of theſe Exhortations was written to 
the Church of Corinth, to ſeparate them- 
(elves from the Idols Temple and Table, 
which many of tne lived 1n the participa- 
tion of, notwithſtanding their profeſſion of 
the true God; as appears 2 Cor, 6. 16, 
I7. compared with 1 Cor. 8. 7. 1 Cor. 
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19. 14,29, 22. And not for ſome Members, 
who ſhall make themſelves both Judges and 
Parties to ſeparate, when, and as often as 
they pleaſe, from the whole Congregation 
aud Church of G2d where they ſtood re- 
lated z for by the ſamerulc, and on the 
ſame Ground, may others ftart ſome new 
queſtion among theſe new Separatiſts, and 
become Judgesof the Communieablenefs of 
them,and thereupon make another ſeparati- 
on from theſc,till at laſt two be not lIcft to 
walk together. And for that other Text, 
wentioned 2 Toe}. 3.0, Where Paul ex> 
norts the Church of Theſſalonica to with- 
draw themſelves from every Brother that 
walks diſorderly 3 LI wonder that any ſhould 


bring 
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bring 1 to juſtify their Separation,or with-ſc 
drawing from the Coinrmunion of a true (tiof 


a diſorderly _) Church, For. 1. Conſider, 


that this was not writ for a fery Meinbers tof 


withdraw from the Church, but for the 
Church to withdraw from diſorderly Mem- 


bers, 2. Conſider, that if any offended 
1 lf . 
Memoers, on pretence of Error either in 


Doctrine or Practice, ſhould by this Text be- 
come Judges ( as well as parties ) of the 
Grounds and Laivfulneſs of their Separati- 
on ; then it will follow, 
notorious Hereticks, or Scandalous Liycrs 
C when they have walked ſo as they forſee 
the Church are ready to deal with, and 
withdraw from them _) ſhall anticipate the 
Church, and preterd ſomewhat againit If, 
of which themſelves muſt be Judges, 


reſi2 or Diſorder; and then condemn the 
Church, to preyent the diſgrace of being 
condemned by it, How necdful then is 1t, 
that Mn of peaccable Diipoiitions, and nut 
of factious and dividing Spirits, be ciofe to 
rule the Church of God, left it be leaveacd 
and ſawred by them ? | 

.As there muſt be Care uſ:d in chufing 
Men to rule the Citurch, ſo we mult conti- 


GC 


that halt a Score | 


and ] 
ſo withdraw from it,preteading either He- Þ 
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er that there are many things darkly lid 
own in Scripture this will temper our 
pirits, and make us Icaye in Peace and U- 
ity the more firmly in things wherein we 
Tree 5 this will help us to bear one ano- 
ner*s Burden,and fo fulfill the Law of Chriſt, 
14s much as al things neceflary t3Salvation 
nd Church-Commuman are plain 1n Scrip- 
ure, Aad where things are more darkly 
iid down, we ſhould contider that God in- 
ended i1ercby to ftirr up our diligence,that 
7e might encreale cur Knowledge, and not 
ur Diviſions: For it may be ſaid of all dif- 
overics of truth ve have made 1n the Scrip- 
ure, as its {aid of the Globe of the Earth, 
hat tho* Men have made great ſearches,and 
ereupon great Diſcoveries, yet there 15it111 

Terra incoznita, an unknown Lind 3 fo 
ere is in the Scriptures; for after men haye 
travelled over them,one age after another, 
yet ſtill there is a Terra inco2nita, an uns 
noivn Traft, toput us upon farther ſearch 
and Exquiry,aad keep us from oenſuring and 
alling out with th. ſe who havenot yet made 
tne ſame diſcoyerics : ſo that we may ſay 
with David, when we retlet on cur ſhort 
apprehcnſ1ons of the Mind of G2d, We have 
ſeen an End of all Perſe#ians, but God's 
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Commands are exce*din. broad; and ( asondg 7 
obſcryes, ſpeaking of the Scriptures ) thaſet 
there 1s a Path in them leading to the MindgFa 
of God, that lies far from tie Thoughts anqt 
Apprehenſions of Men. And on the othegue 
hand, in many other places, God fits, a 
it were, on the Superficies,and the Face of 
the Letter, where he that runs may diſceryge 
him ſpeaking plainly, and no Parable at allJre/ 
How fhould the coniideration of this induces, 
us to a peaccable department towards thoſqhiol 
that differ ? 0 
6. If we would endeavour Peace and Lp ye 
nity, we muſt confider how God has temdiis, 
percd the Body; that ſo the comely partÞm 
ſhould not ſeparate from the Uncomely 8. 
as having no need of them; 1 Cr, 12nd 
2:—25, There are in Chriſts Body andye: 
Houſe ſome Members and Veſlels Icſs ho4an 
nourable 2 Tim. 2:20. And therefore wk A 
ſhould not, as ſome now a days, pour theſja x 
more abundant Diſgrace, 1nftcad of puttingſe | 
the more abundant Honour upon them : didfemy 
we but cenſider this, we ſhould be coveringÞr, : 
the Weakneſs, and hiding the MiſcarciagesÞn-; 
of one another, becauſe we are all Memeyjt 
bcrs of one another, and the moſt uſeleliÞ5;;; 


Member in its Place uſcful, | 


b 
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nd 7. If we would liye in Peace, let us re 
1a$ember our Relations to God,as Children to 
ndFather,and to cach other as Brethren, Will 
ndjt the thoughts that we haye one Father, 
euict us, and the Thoughts that we arc Bree 
1Hrcn unitens? Tt was this made Abraham 
ofropoſe Terms of Peace to Lot, Gen. 13. 
ret there be noStrife between us, for we are 
ligrerhren, And we read of Moſes C Ads 7. 
4. _) uſing this Argument, to reconcile 
\ſquoſe that ſtrove together, and to ſet them 
one again 3 Sirs, ye are Breihren, why 
Uh ye wrong one another ? A deep tenſe of 
meiis, that we arc Brethren, would keep us 
rt$om dividing. 
ly48. it we would preterye Peace, let us 
2$nd the Gitts,Graces,and Yertucs that are 
nd ez:ch other ; let theſe ve more 18 owe Eye 
421 tnew Failings and Trpcrtections. When 
vt Apoltle cxhorted the Philipiais ta Peace, 
neJja means hcreunto, that fo the Peace cf 
ng might rule jn their Hearts, - ke tells 
idhem, Chap. 4. 8. that if ?5cre were any Ver= 
ngfr, or any Praiſe, they thould think of theſe 
ens, While we arc always expoſing the 
ne Fits of one anotncr, and fpreading their 
els trmitics, no marvel we are f9 little in 
F Perce 
| 
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Peace and Charity; for as Charity covers 
multitude of Sins, ſo malice cavers 4 multi © 
tude of Vertucs, and makes us deal by onf"S 
another, as the Heathen Perſecutors dealfſ®”* 
with Chriſtians, viz. put them in Bear-skins}*:"? 
that they might more caſily become a Pref. 
to the Dogs deſigned to devour them, __ 
9. If we would keep Unity aud Peace 
let uslay afide —_ and dividing Lan 
guage, and forgive thoſc that uſe it. R 
member that old Saying, Evil Words corruph q; 
good Manners, When Men think to carr 
all afore them, with ſpcakiag uncharitabl) 
and diſgraccfully of tncir Brethren, o 
their Opinions 3 may nut ſuch be anlwered _ 
as Fob anfwered his unfriendly Viſitantgh, 
Ch.56,25. How forcible are right Words ? buf | 
what do your Arguings reprove ! How healing, + 
are Words fitly ſpoken? A Word? 
ſeaſon, how paod is it ! It we would ſec 
Peace, let usclothe all our Treatics for Peacg.: 
with acc<p:able Words; and where on 
Word may better do than another, let thafy,.., 
be ufcd to expreſs Perſont or things by fhq 
and let us not, as ſome do, call the diffch., 


rent Praftices of our Brethren, W1ll-ivor 
ſhip 


Ip, 


G1 


eve 
OW 
Ceci 


ip, and their diffcrent Opinions, Dodrines 
Devils, and the Doftrine of Balaam, who 

ught Fornication, &c. Unleſs we can 
vnly and expreſly proye it ſo, Such 
nguage as this has ſtrangely divided our 
- pirits, and hardned our Hearts one to- 
Fards another. 

10, If we would live in Peace, let us 
"Sake the beſt conſtruction of one another's 
Words and Ations. Charity judges the 
"$ſt, and it thinks no evil. Jt Words and 
Tyctions may be well conflrued, let us 
ever put an ill conſtruction vpon them : 

ow much has the Peace of Chriſtfans 
een broxen by uncharitable interpreting 
Fords and Aﬀtions? As ſome lay to the 
| Parge ct others, what they never ſaid ; 
Þ by ſtraining Mens Words, others lay 
their charge that they neyer thought, 
Ii, Be willing to hcar, and obey thoſe 
at.God by his providence has ſet oyer you 3 
Þ1s 15 a great Means to preſerve the Unity 
md Peace of Churches: but when Men (nay 
dmetiwes Women ) fhail uſurp Authority, 
Fd think themſclves wiſer than their Tea- 
ners, no Wander it they run into Conten- 
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tizns and Partics, and ſay,they are not frqha 
to hear thofe whom the' Church thinks fit Th 
ſp:ak to rhem. Tikis is the firſt ſtep fint 
Schiſm, and 1s often attended wath a finf$ a1 
Separation. nc 
12. It you would keey the Unity of th as 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace, be mindful ,thq:9n 
the God whom you ſerve is aGod of Peachr 
and your S$ay1our is a Prince of Peacch e 
that his Ways are pleafantneſs, yd all hijn, 
Paths are Peace; thatChriſt was ſent to givk h 
Light to them that ſit in Darkneſs, and 1þ/s, 
thg ſhadow of Death, and to guide oujey, 
Feet in the Way of Peace, 1 
13. Confider the onenels of Spirit amony 1, 
the Enemies of Religion ; tho they diffqud, 
about other things, yet they will agree tþtec 
perſecute, and extirpate Religion out of th}; 
Earth : the Devils in the Air,in the Earthe 
in hell, and in the World, do all make ottfiei; 
at this turn. Shall the Devil's Kingdom b ay 
united, and Chriſt's be divided 2 Shalltiqad, 
Devil*sjoin to drive on the Beſign of damn, p 
ing Men, and Chriſtians not unite to cate 
on the greatDotign of ſaving of them? Shahe 
the Papiſls zgrec to carry on their Intereſtþy | 
aot;-ithitanding the multitudes of Orders 


Nog: 5 aud Dulcrences among then ? a 
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rghall not thoſe thatcall themſelyes Reformed 
t Thurches, anite, to carry on' the Common 
| (tereſt of Chriſt in the World, notwith= *' 
nftanding ſome petty and diſputable Differ- 

nces among thera ? Quaryels ab1t'Rel1zzon 
thias one oblerves ) were Sins not named a= 
hqong the Gentiles, W hat a ſhame 151* then | | 
achr Chriitians to abound in them, eſpectal= *' 
ce confidering the nature ofChriſtian Religt- 
hin, and what large Provifions theAuthor of 
1vk has made to kcep its Profeflors in Peace? 
| thſomuch that it is next to a Miracle, that ez 
ouler any (eſpecially theProfeilors of it ) ſhould 

il out about 7t. 
on{ 14. Conſider and remember, that the 
ffqudge ftands at the Door 3 let this mode- 
e tite our Spirits, that the Lord 15 at Hand. 
thVhat a ſadAccount will they have to make 
thhen he comes, that ſhall be found toſmite 
other Follow- Servants, and to make the 
 bjay to his Kingdom narrower than eyerhe 
tifade it? Let me cloſe all in the words of 
nn, Pu/, 2 Cor. 13: 11, Finally, Brethren, | 
Tyrewel 3 be perfect, be of 00d Comfort, be of 
natke 2nd, livein Peace, and the God of Love 
etha Peace ſhall be with you, 
rs | 
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_ derate Man on the like occaſion) it will far 


POSTSCRIPT 


Eader, I thought good to avertiſc thee 
that I have dehvyered this to thy Hand 

1n the ſame order and mcthod in which 
was preached,and almoſt in the ſame words 
witheut any diminiſhings, or canſiderabl 
Enlargings, unleis 1t be in the fourteen af 
Particulars 3 upon ſome of which I hay! 
made ſome Enlargements, which 1 coulc 
not then do for want of time : but the ſub 
ſtance of every one of them was then lai 
down in the {awe particular Order as her 
thou haſt them.. And now I have done 
I doubt not { to uſe the VVords of a mo 


with me, as it doth commonly with hi! 
that parts a Fray 3. both parties may pc! 
haps drive at me for wiſhing them no wor! 
than Peace : My ambition of the pub! 
Tranquillity of the Church of God, 1 _ 
will carry me through theſe hazards; 1: 
both beat me, ſo their Quarrels ceaſc, I ſh; 


rejoice in the Blo EARS 45 cars I Gall tak 
OR-ta12 
SA : ” 


